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US shaken as Powell quits 


Republican void 


Jon a t ha n ft eedland 
bi Waafifngtoa 

G eneral coun 
Fow^ stunned 
the political 
world in the 
Unit ed States 
yesterday irtien 
he annmmnfiri he would not 
seek to become the country's 
first black president, amid 
reports that he was scared off 
by his ^rifb's fears of an assas- 
sin’s ballet. 

Declaring himself to be a 


Republicanr the phenome- 
naDy-popular retired general 

ahnAai^ many of bin sTIScm^ 

and supporters who believed 
until last weekend that he 
would sedc the party’s nomi- 
nation to rfmllAng a Bill din- 
toaiul996. 

But, in a decision that de- 
listed White House 
— who Ibaied Gen Powell was 
the (me wian Mr fiiintnin could 
.not beat — the Gulf war hero 
ruled out running fbr any 
(dBce, tociMding the vlce-pres- 
idsaacy. in 1996. 

In a moving. Idealistic 


speech that made it clear wl^ 
he had generated such enthu- 
siasm. • Gen Powell said he 
ladred the “passion and com- 
mitment ... fbr politleal life, 
because such a li& requires a 
calling that I do not yet hear. 
For me to pretend otherwise 
would not be honest to my- 
self, it would not be hoiuest to 
the American people, and I 
would not break that trust” 

Be said' be made his deed- i 
Sion jointly with his wife and 
femily, but concluded that he ' 
.did .not want to make die I 
“sacrifices'’ public life would I 
require. 

Sources said yesterday that 
Saturday’s murder of the Is- 
raeli prtane minister, Yitzhak 
Rabin, finally tipped the 
balance. 

The general's wife, Alma, 

. hati already maiia public her 
fears of an assassination at- 


tempt If her husband 
America's highest office,'^- 1 
ing it would take just one 
'’white (xazy” to end his U&. 

“He would probably be at 
much nuae risk than any 
other candidate because of 
being a bbudr man in this 
society," she said in 
September. 

Yesterday she insisted her 
fears bad not deterred her 
husband, but conceded that 
Mr Rabin’s death had 
“pointed up” die risks to lead- 
ers and those who seek peace. 

Gen Fow^ will not entirely 
retreat into private life. He 
ended 85 years without pditi- 
eal affiliation yesterday, de- 
claring hixnsdf to be a Repub- 
lican. But in a clear attach on 
the party’s record on race and 
its unpopularity with black 
voters, be said he would work 
to broaden the party's appeal 


believe I can help die 
par^'ctf Ltncobi move once 
again close to the spirit c«r 
Lincoln.” he said, adding that 
he would now strive to “heal 
the -racial divides’’ that 
plague the US. 

The most emotlanal mo- 
ment in the speech eam«» 
when he paid tribute to -fiKise 
-who had ur^ him to run. 
“In one genenatioa we have 
moved from deuyins a black 
man service at a lunch 
counter to eLevating one to 
die hipest military office in 
the nation and to being a seri- 
ous contender for the presi- 
dency. This is a magnificent 
country, and I am proud to be 
(me of its sons.” 

He firmly ruled out any pos- 
sibility he would accept the 
vice presidentl^ ziuming- 
mate slot on someone else’s 
ticiket this timw around. But 


he did say he had joined the 
Republican Party, confirmli^ 
assumptiems tibiat the party 
would be bis (dioice. 

Gen Powell, aged 58. who i 
retired hum the US army in 
1993 as the first black chair- 
man of the Joint Chleft of 
Staff unde r President Bush, 
had emerged in recent poUs 
as the only serious (dtallemger 
to RepuUican fiunt-nnmer 
Bob Dole, the Senate majority 
leader. The polls also showed 
Gen Powell to be the only 
Republican who ecmsistently 
wins against Mr Clinton. But 
he lacked the ’har-icing of ^le 
party's right 

“He would be going to war 
without any snKxIy lines in 
place,” a Fowdl associate 
said. 

His decision leaves tbe way 
ligae far Mr Dole. Dogged 1^ 
pc^ that show him nine 


points bteilnd Mr Clintoa. Mr 
Dole was visibly relieved yes- 
terday. He said he now hoped 
he would gain the graeral’s 
endorsement 

5i>ecalation was intense 
yesterday that Gen Powell's 
decision mi^t now entice 
Newt Gingrich, the Republi- 
can House Speaker into tbe 
race. 

Many rightwingers fear the 
Republican’s congressional 
“revolution” could founder If 
the party cannot muster a 
candidate to match Gen Pow- 
ell’s popularity and who can 
best Mr Clinton. 

PoMr«R bows eu^ page ^ The 
men who fired the ehets^G2 - 
page4 


C OMMONWG.ALTH 
leaders gathering in 
Auckland last 
were stunned as Nigeria's 
militap’ council ensur^ its 
ostracism at the summit hy 
confirming sentences of den th 
by hanging on the writer Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight other 
activists. 

One sailor source t^id Mr 
Saro-Wiwa had Mready betm 
moved from his cell to await 
execution. “The Nigerians 
are completely throwing 
down the gauntlet and forcing 
the Commonwealth to make a 
direct response.” one oSlcial 
said “Ihere has to be a reac- 
tion, if not, forget the 
Commonwealth.” 

The Nigerian army ]eade^ 
ship showed Its contempt for 
international opinion by tim- 
ing the announcement just be- 
fore the formal opening 
tomorrow of the Common- 
wealth heads of government 
meeting In New Zealand. The 
fete of Mr Saro-Wiwa, an Amj 
nesty Pristmer of Conscience! 
and that of other Nigerian po; 
Utical prisoners, was already 
one of tbe top items on the 
summit agenda. t 

Wole Irinka, the exileq 
Nigerian playwright and 
Nobel prize-winner, and Mil 
Saro-Wiwa's journalist son] 
Ken Wiwa, have travelled tq 
Auckland to lobby to save the 
prisoners’ lives. 

Early* this morning a desj 
perate Mr Wiwa ui^d John 
Major. Nelson Mandela, aim 
otii^ Ccnnmonwealtii leader^ 
to intervene before the death 
sentences were carried out! 
“Tomorrow may be too late.*{ 
he said. ; 

Mr Major responded: “We 
are concerned about the na! 
tore of the trial and Mr Saro) 
Wiwa and the outcome. It is 
certainly a matter 1 will wish 
to discuss with Common! 
wealth beads of state.” 

The Foreign Office conj 
deumed tbe decision yesteri 
ContinuMl on page Z, cel a| 


Toiyangstas propaganda chief And merry Xmas 
resigns in distaste for battle to you too, Cedric 
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MehMl White 
Political EdttM* 

J OHN Major’s election 
planning was plunged 
into dlMuray yesterday 
when Hugh Colver, his newly 
appointed conununications 
director at Conservative Ceck- 
tral Office, resigned, pleading 
his unsnitabillty fbr the post 
“1 realise it demands a po- 
litical iffopagandist I am not 
that You have got to zap tbe 
other side, wfaiefe I find a bit 
distesttfel,'’ Mr Colve* said. 
He had retunmd.to party 
headquarters in Smith 
Square, Westminster, at' mid- 
night on Tuesday to leave 
goodbye letters on (Xillaagiies* 
desks. “He’s done a R^ie 
Perrin,” said <me. 

Mr Colver, a 59-year<dd vet- 
eran of puUic relatkms at the 
Ministry of Defteic^ has no 
immediate j(A to go to, but 
was not sacked senior Tories 
insisted Ic^ ni^t He joined 
the Conser v a tiv e team six 
months ago from British 
Aerospace. 

There was little doubt that 
his position had become close 
to intolerable as Brian Ma- 
whinney, the tough party 
chainnan appointed in fhe 
July reshuffle, ti^tened his 
grip on the party nuufeine. 

Paul Judge, the wealthy ex- 
ecutive who held the of. 
dlrectm^general, created tor 





r I om.'f 0O MlAAC^fS , 

rrHar job's ir^ssjaue- 


Hugh Colver^ . .’he’s done 

aR^gtePtoirin’ 

' him in 1992, was eased out 
tills we^ and. the Cabinet 
Office annom^d last night, 
is to became special advi^ 
to Roger TYuonan; (Siancellor 
of tile Diictay of Lancaster. 

hi a terse comment on Mr 
Colver's deparfame, Dr Ma- 
whlimey said: “hi his letter to 
me todtv. he told me that on 
his ai^intment he had de- 
cided to consider hte pi^tion 
at tiie end six numtiis. On 
refiectioii, he clearly feels his 
teitfnfgj considerable fh«ng h 
they are, are not best suited 
fee* Jiandling tbe run-im to the 
general election. I disagree, 
and I told him that was my 
view, but he made his decl- 
site! and J respect it” 



' TbB chief ^in doctor’s lack 
of stomach for the kind eS 
ctose-quaiter contest associ- 
ated lirith Tony fair’s team 
under Alastair Caznpbell was 
relnfbrced hy Dr Bdawhin- 
neys evident impatience to 
engage with the enemy. 

“We are under pressure to 
go tabloid if we are to be 
effective,” one well placed 
Tbry MP conceded last ni^t 
as the search began for a 
Cmnpbell-clone amc^ Tory- 
minded r^xuters with sharp 
elbows. 

Mr Colver was tempted to | 
quit after the Tories' Black- 
pool conference when a team 
ofMFs was drafted in as spin I 
doctors, and his predecessor. I 


31-yeai>old Tim GnUina — 
who had stepped down afte r 
winning ncmination for a 
^feT^seat — woikedatDr 
Mawhnmey’s side. Mr Ccdlms 
will act as temporary director 
until a replacemsit j$ found. 

Evidently unhappy with tbe 

a^Fc^ve HpfTiaTMifi of his 

new job — much more thug- 
gishly proactive tban White- 
hall press work — Mr Colver 
waited until 3 tosterday when 
Dr Mawhinney was announc- 
ing three new names in bis 
pre^ team, all journalists: 
Sheila Gmm, aged 47. fium 
the Tintts, Ceri Evans, 34, 
from the BBC, and Paul 
Hooper, 42, who was once on 
Dr Mawhlnney’s local paper 
in Petertwrou^ but has 11 
years' experience on the Sun 
— precisely the kind of ba(ik- 
ground which Tory strate- 
gists envy in Labour’s hands- 
on team. 

Mr Cedver had arrived to a 
baptiam of fire, iTw-hiHing Jonr 
athan Altken’s “stray” fex, 
j Shell’s D-tum over the Brent 
Spar oil rig, then-Tory chair- 
I man Jeremy Huey's press 
I conference gaffes and, soon, 
i Mr Mi^'s resignation as 
Tory leader and Douglas 
Hurd’s as foreign secretaiy. 

Last ni ght Labour could not 
resist crowing. Colver 
is suffering from the fact that 
tile Toty party is now almost 
impossible to sell to the wider 
world.” a speftesman said. 


Gary Yeunge 

B ritish Gas, which 

made a £1.24 mihww 
piwfit last year, is can- 
celllng Its pensioners’ 
Christmas party so it can 
(mneentrate its resonren 
on shedding 25 JKIOstaft. 

A British Gas spokes- 
woman said last ntgh*? “I 
can confibrm that we are not 
malting a contrU>ntl(m [to 
the pensioners’ Christmas 
party]. We are in the 
middle of re s tr u cturing and 
are losing 25,000 jobs over 
three to five years. 

“In the cdrcmnstances we 
think it is appropziate to 
coneentcate our resonree s 
on our enhanced voluntary 

redundancy scheme.” 

The party, an annual 
treat for many people who 
had retired ftom British 
Gas headquarters, used to 
be held at the Cumberland 
HoteL central London. 

Brian Isherwood, aged 
63, who worked for British 
Gas for 42 years, has been 
to every one since he 
retired tow years ’T 
»Mttk it’s a little m tiie 
mean side fbr a company 
the size cf British G^ It 
was always great to see old 
feiends ^ain. Ilie ffluist- 
mas parties reaUy helped 
me feel like part of the fam- 
ily. If I bad known about 


this I would have organised 
a p a r ty myselff” 

Brenda Woodward, aged 
62, whose late husband 
wcurfced fbr British Gas, 
said: “I was really looking 
forward to it. We used to 
have a really greet time 
and when you get to my age 
and you’re widowed you 
don’t get invited out to 

TTigny thingw lih» f haf,** 

Ibose who attended were 
given a firee drink and a tra- 
ditional Christmas meaL 
and put on masks and party 
hats. In some years they 
also had entertainers. 

’It had a really great at- 
mosphere. Fm bitterly dis- 
appointed beemnse it was 
the one Christmassy thing I 
had to go to this year that 
di^*i involve femily,** said 
Ms Woodward. “Still, Fm 
sure the top brass won’t be 
going without their Christ- 
mas cheer.” 

' A spokeswoman firom 
British Gas refused to say 
yesterday whethmr tiie com- 
pany would be holding par- 
ties fbr its executives. ’T 
donbt any decision has 
been made.** 

The move is the latest in a 
kmgllne of public relations 
blnnders made by British 
Gas over tbe past year, 
following tiie 76 per ceat 
pay rise of its chief execu- 
tive, Cedric Brown, who 
now earns £475,000 a year. 
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Sketch 


Emperor of art and 
a smell of decay 


The Guardian Thursday November 9 1995 


Report backs caution as economy remains weak and inflation looks setto exceed 2,5 per cent target 
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John Ezard 


I H£empenx^oCht^ 

I post-modernist art are 
I imperioas in their de- 
mands. In Mona Eiatoum's 
roomattheTateG^leryFes- 
terdasr, art students tii^ to ^ 
on the floor to sketch the ex- 
hibit as stxidents have don e 
throQ^nt art history. 

They mere instantly evicted 
from Ms Hatoum's unadorned 
arrangement of battery ben 
cages. They were deemed to be 
bloddng toe view. 

The problem was different 


Tate's communications de- 
partment, was talking into an 
intarviswer’s mlcroiAione. 

dead cow has been made 
into art," he stdd. art his- 
tory jatgon, it is the aestbetici- 
sation of reality. The triiite 
tank is a very pure piece of 
ftorig n TTi^ yeanlniflla itiedrf 
natural causes." 

But wasn't it revolting? 
"There are about 30 people in 
this room,” Mr WUsm said, 
‘"rheyaresmilingandctoat- 
ting and looking at the toing 
with deep interest" 

He must have missed a 
walk-throu^30 TnirMiteg ear- 
lier by toe GCSE pupils of St 
Simon Stock sdiocA. Maid- 
stone, Bisbcvshalt School, 
Hillingdon, and others. The 
gallery rang with cries of 
"sick”, "disgusting”, "revolt- 
ing^' and‘*yeecmmiu!uug|i”. 

Apupil called out *Ts it 

^rty’R^fc^mftthaTnass 
answer "No!" 'Ts that toe 
general <q>iniou?*’ A fkiU- 


LrniyEHott 
Beononrica EOlor 


and the Institute of Directors, I per cent tat^.in two yea^ | the eornamy may he facing I pressed level of earnings. 


which have both said that timp: 


up to six montos of fidUng lower coanmodity prices and 


T 


orders, output and codSdence In pastreports, an hiflab^ ou^ut, and it has decided' to' thestaHingaftoejob8maiket' 
are wanii^ There were signs fbrec^ of mcwe toan 2.5 per kei^ its powder dry tor ton —pointed to los^iaflatlcm. 
HEBahkofEngkmd that the Bank was pos itinahig cent has tnggored eaTfe to .timeheing. - ' " However, it' ranained con- 

yesterday set its itself to accept a cut in the raise rates^ but tiie Bank's di- Aooordtog to . too Inflation ceroed that earnings growth 

toce against a cut in base rate, but that It would rector cf.ecmonics, Mmvyn Report "The nneertainties may pick up n^ year, that 

borrofwlng costs, iootpress for oxie itself. King; said the new caution sunouadlng .toe central pro- outout may bounce bac& in 

had been prompted by the jection lof inflation of just response to hi^ier consumer 


spite growing calls The economists believe the 


Qtxn industry for the Govern- Bank of England governor, weakmih^ the economy over 3.5 per cent to two ymus' gpen^n& aind that the moh^ 
ment to revitalise Britain's Eddie George, wants to be in a since the spring. Rl^ fix: in- time] have increased since supply -has been ea^an^g 

faltmtog economic recovery, position whm tiie Chancel- flation were now more evenly the August Report,' and the rdativelylb^ 

De^te maritedly scrfteaing lor will get the blame if infla- distributed, he saldl range of possible outcomes is David ^Walton; an eccmo- 


Its hard-line stance since the tion takes off next year. 


Mr Kii^ added that a half- wldtt. 


range of possible outcomes is 


David -Walton; an eccmo- 
mist at Goldman Sachs, said 


sommer, toe Bahlfs latest The Inflation Report was point rise in Interest rates — “Achieving toe inflation the Bank’s athdee -on rates 
quarterly Inflation Report relaxed about tiie recent Jump tbeslmoftoeiziei«aseargvied target in two years’ time is by could .change in either direo- 

adopts a wait-and-see ap- to 3.1 per cent cf toflatiOD ex- tor by the Bank durix^ toe no means assured. It will de- tfon depending on - wbetoer 

pronto numerates on tile eluding interest rates, blam- summer — would mean infla- pend on how tow present un- the economy strengthen^ or 

grounds that prospects tor the ing unusually hefty increases ticm tolling below 2.S per emit certainties are resolved over weakened in the coming 


in seasonal food prices. 

But altiioui^ it predicted 


intwoyeaxe. 

However, the Bank clearly 


months. 

Mr King told a news confer- 


economy are still unclear. in seasonal food prices. intwoyeaxe. theeommgmcnibsf’. . months. 

However, City economists But altiioui^ it predicted However, the Bank clearly The report noted that all Mr King told a news corfer- 
said tile Chancdlor, Kenneth that inflation would decline bdkfves that there is scant the. recent evidence — ence tiie report made no as- 

was more likely to aflw peaking in spring 1996, prospect of Mr Clarke a^pree- growth, the- value of the sumptions about -'.tax and 

heed warnings from the Con- the report said inflation was Ing to a rate rise at a time pound, the money snpidy, tiie spending' changes in the 

fedetation of British Ihdustty stilllikely to he above the 2A when some -forecasters think weakening of ei^orts, the de- Budget 


daike, was more likely to after peaking in spring 1996, 
heed warnings from the Con- the report ss^ inflation was 


Budget 


. But the City believes that as 
Ica^ as the is tij^t 

and growth remains shiK^> 
as seems Ukely, the Chancel- 
lor aVimiid have Uttie diffi- 
culty convincing the Bank 
England that a rate' cut in the 
new year-is justifi^ 

Margaret Beckett, the 
shadow spokeswoman for 
trade and indust^, said the 
.Government’s toilure to en- 
courage investment had led 
"to the desperate situation 
where economic growth and 
business confidence are both 
tolUng, yet tnflation is rising 
and. as the Bank of England 
confirms, inflation is likely to 
exceed tim target of 2.5 per 
cent 

“The Goveriiment is felling 
on all coonts": 


cay NotelMok, page 1 1 


next door, in the Damien Hirst hearted: "Yes." 


room ofthe Tate’s Turner 
Prize shortlist displ^. which 
lasts till December 3. 'Aere 
you mustn't lay a finger on tiie 
. display cabinets; if you do, 
you risk deluging spectators 
in an ultra-poisonous bath of 
formaldriiS^. 

The route to the Hirst room 
is by way of works by othm* 
artists were considered 

shockers in their time and are 
now virtual Old Masters^ How 
simple their materials were. 
You pass Henry Moore’s 
Fallen Warrior, bronze; Ep- 
stein’s Jacob and the Ang^ 
alabast^andStanleySpmi- 
cer's Resurrection: ou on 
canvas. 

By contrast. Mr Hirst’s 
main title card reads: Mother 
and Child, Divided: steel, 
gla» reinforced plastic com- 
posites, glass, silicone, cow, 
caff, fbrniakfehyde solution. i 
Philistines — by whom Mr 
Hirst is always beset — have 
retitled this work Cruelty to 
Dumb Animals. The cow and 
caff are, notoriously, real 

Yestatiay they went on 
show in Brttain for the first 
time. But they di^ two years 
ago. have already travelled to 
a Venice exhibition and are 
starting to look mangy. 

Mother and caff have been not 
merely cut in half but sus- 
pended in indignity, their 
forelegs off the groimd, in sep- 
arate, gleaming, white, walk- 
throu^ tanks. 

Theirinnards—fkiltydis- 
Iilayed — are cbemicalh'' wrin- 
kled, grey and Indistiitct, like 
fossils oaA rock. ‘They've 
been in formaldehyde so long, 
they’re practically pickled," 
an attendant said. 

Up against a wall Simon 
Wilixm, a curator from the 


Hmmah De Bruin, c^ed 14, 
from Maidstone, said: *T saw a 
cow run over once and it was 
disguAing. How would yem 
like it if someone cut you in 
half?” 

Raising a flag fbr Mr Hirst, 
CathyMarshaU, who is taking' 
GCSE art, said: "We've been 
to the National Gallmy and if 8 
an did there. This is diSbrent, 
if s more intmesting. You 
have towork it out Youcan - 
actually take part ” 

Wgt- rfaeem a t itt ryMi,^ 

Brown said: "They tooold 
warn you in advance. I was 
acpecting a whole cow." 

WUliam Meade said: 'Tt 
mi^ help us with science be- 
cause we’re doing bodies at 
toe moment" 

A senior Department of 
Education civil servant, visit- 
ing in his lunch hour, stod: "If 
tt was put on at the Sdenoe 
Museum, it might be accept- 
able as an educational aide. 
But I doubt If they’d have the 
inspiration to do it" 

On a nearby video Mr Hirst 
could be heard outlining his 
next project: similar but with 
I tiieprocessofdecayfriilyvlsl 
' ble. "The colours declare 
beautifUL" Not so the smeR. 
Mr Hirst detested that He 
said he wovUd have to find a 
wayofgett^ridcifit'‘Same- 
times I feel tike Batmi 
Frankenstein." 

Told (ff this new.viskm. one 
of the Maidstone pupils said: 
"Thaf s out of order. He 
should stop." And everyone 
filed out some of them hoping 
that the emperor would some 
day find a fastidious heart as 
as a fastidious nose. 
Meanwhile, the majority ver- 
dict was that he had no 
clothes. 





BAT prospers 
from heavy 
tobacco sales 
in third world 


ift 


ban King 


B 


Review 


"■ ■ brand sales has come mainly 

^ fixnn exports to Asia and east- 

eroEui^.’.' - 

COMING sales of clg- Sir Patrick said BAT bad 
arettes to developing achieved "significanf ’ vol- 
countries .including umes in new markets such as 
China, Russia and' Russia. Ukraine and Uzbeki- 
bave helped BAT In- start udule market share was 
s, Britain’s seventh growing in Japan and the 
company, to record Middle East There were also 
profits of £L8 billion higher sales in Indonesia. Sri 


China, Russia and 
Brazil have helped BAT In- 
dustries, Britain’s seventh 
biggest company, to record 
pre-tax profits of £L8 billion 


to the nine months to the end I^hka and China, while BAT 


Masterstroke in 
Woody’s World 


of September- 

BAT, whose brands include 
Lucky Strike. Eool, Kent and 


has just signed a joint venture 
inCamhodia. 

Hie drive by cigarette man- 


State Express 5% said the fig- ufacturers into developing 
ures, up 22 per cent on the countries 'was on the agenda 
period last year, reflected an yesterday at an international 
exceptional performance conference in Shanghai, 


from its tobacco division. 


called to raise awareness of 



Derek Malcolm 


Mighty Aphrodtte 

London Film Festive 

N O ONE could say that 
Woody Allen doesn’t 
maintain an enviable 
standard as a film-maker and 
comedian, even though many 
American critics appear to 
grow hicreasinglydisen- 
dsanted with him. Europe, 
however, loves him with more 
constancy. And Mighty Aph- 
rodite, a fomantic contedy 
about paternity and marriage, 
should not be an exception to 
that rule. 

This time, unlike Bullets 
Over Broadway, it stars him- 
self, which is always an ad- 
vantage, and in exploring a 
suh)<M one might think dan- 
gerous fbr a man in his legal 
difficulties, it allows a few 
parzdlels ^thhis own life. 

It’s about a New Yorker 
with a broody wife (Helena 
Bonham-Carter) who, against 
his will, is permiaded to adopt 

affhWd. 

The sprog turns out to be a 
potential g^us and off the 
nebbish goes to find out who 
really is the mother. 

She taros out to be Mira 
Sorvino’s happy and spectacu- 
lar-kx)king hooker, who 
would quite like to settle down 
with him or at least give him a 


special treatjustforbeingnice i hisaudiences. 


Everyttung, of course, de- 
pends on the script, and 
though it doesn't have so 
many good one-liu^ it still 
possesses an excellent general 
line in New Yorkerish ironies 
about sex, love and the whole 
damned thing. 

Strangely though, since toe 
nebbish clearly has his de- 
sires, the hooker doesn’t hook 
him and is persuaded to go 
after Mich^ Rapaport’s 
dumb but nice boxer instead. 

I The whole thing flows along 
I with Alim’s customary flu- 
ent — wemustntfin^ettimt 
he is now one of America's 
most skilfril directors, wast- 
ing scarcely a moment on un- 
necessary fbotage — and it’s 
gone almost before you can 
say you want more. 

Unmemorable frm, you 
mi^t say. but for the Greek 
riiorus, headed by F Murray 
Abraham and Olympia Duka- 
kis, which punctiudes the pro- 
ceedings with song, dance and 
some very frmny comments 
on the ehixacters’ motives. 
This Is tiw stroke that makes 
the movie different and, even 
if there’s a bit too much efa 
good thing, if s whafs likely to 
pull it out from the ruck of 
Alim’s comedies. 

Even without this master 
stroke, we should be eternally 
grateful that there's at least 
one American director who 
idays up rather than down to 


Although a healthy dliunk the links between smoking 
of the profits came from and iU health, particularly in 
BAT’S financial services arm developing countries, fihtea A Cambodian with Westeaiflashion requisites' in. Ftanom Penh 
^ which owns Allied Dunbar already accounts fbr atiiird of 

and Eagle Star — the tobacco the world 'tobacco mstrlseL tween smoking and ill-health 
division was tiie star pei^ It has heard from Rktoard had hem largely Ignored, 
fbrmm:, lifting proBte by 34 Peto, one of the iwatting ex- “Even m am hers of the med- 
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per cent, to £1.2 hfllton. 


perts in the field, tiiat tobacco ical profession aren’t aware 


Of that, almost half came I causes 3 million adult deaths I of the risk involved in snxdr- 


from the grotto's American I worldwide every year. 


ing," he "Many of tbam 


tobacco subsidiary Brown & Professor Peto predicts the smoke as much as their 
WiUlamsan, althau^ sales figure could grow to 10 mfl.- pattents.” 
were also sharply higher at lion a year by the 2020s if eon- Prof Peto said cigarette 
Souza Cruz in Brazil, Imper- sumption continues at its, cur- mHipaww* played on tiie de- 
ial Tobacco in Canada and rent rate, witti 7 miUinn of sire of third world countries 
across eastern Europe, one ot those deaths in the Third to emtoate the West 'Tfs 
tije 'world's keenest cigarette- World. very easy to plan around 

buying areas. Oxford-based Prof Peto, Western images, and some of 

Annoiucing the figures, who has written reports for the advertising «gTnpaigwg ixi 
BAT dsairsan Sir Patrick the World Health Organise!- these countries are gross. 
Sbeehy said the tobacco per- tion and the Imperial Cancer What they should say is that 
fbrmance was due largely to Research Fund, said Cltina’s if you want to Idn yourseff 
the soaring popularity (ff the appetite fbr tobacco was in- you start young and k^ 
grotto’s international brands, creasing at an alarming rate, doing tt — live like the &it- 
"The growth in international and evi^nce of the RTiira be- ish, die like the British.” 


to emulate the West 'Tfs 
very easy to plan around 
Western images, and some of 


ish, die like the British." 


Nigena defies outrage 

Confirmation of hangings ensures i 
ostracism at Auckland summit 2 ^® 


Jjjg 

dates. Artide 19’s director, 
OenttMed from page 1 Sani Abacha, to restmre de- Frances lySouza, said the 

day. It said in a statement mocracy and respect the 1993 trial 'was "Uatanttyunfelr''. 
"We cotzfemn in tile strongest elections won by Chief hfo- Detailed reports by hmnan 
terms the PRC [Provistonal abood Abiola, who is also in rl^ts groups show that pros- 
Rultog Council] decision to detentioa, as is the former ecution witnesses were 
confirm the sentences passed head of state, General Oluse- bribed or threatened; Mr 
by the special tribunal against gunObasanJo. Saro-Wiwa’s eldm'ly mother 

Mr Saro-Wiwa and his right "ENrisonMandria'wereto and his wife were batten oot- 
codefendazits. This is a major say today. Twill not sit in the ride the court; defence law- 
step backwards, following a same room with Abacha or yets were haraseed: and his 
patteitiy flawed judicial pro- his emissaries', the game is associates 'were arrested, 
cess. We urge G^ezal Abariia over," said Mr Stqdnka, the Britain was already femiig 
to esffircise clemency." regime's most fearless critic, arltieism at the summit after 

Last week a tribunal found He said rriatives had told Mm the Prime Minister reiterated 
toe nine men guilty of the tiie hangiwga bad beai set for he would not ' condemn 
murder of four pro-govem- last Saturday, but de- French nuetear frawng jq the 
ment chiofe in Niffsria's trou- feired at the last minute. Pacific. Arrivixig in Auckland 
bled oU-prodaciiig area. The PRC decision to con- last niriit, he insisted that 

This Is a ease of murder firm the death sentences is Britain was ready to stand 
and we accepted in totality particularly embarrassing to alone over an Issue whtrii 
the laxmouncement and the Brital^ South Africa and tiie was fbr E^ce to decide, 
verdict cf the tribunal and Nigerian Secretary-General There was heavy security 


toiler. ^ 

Meanwhile, Peter Wrileris 
gaiiBi- y owner feverishly at- 
tempts to seduce his wife. 


Mighty Aphrodite may not 
be Amiie Hall, but it's cer- 
tainly in a different league 
from Wayne's World. 


Research helps schizophrenics 
to sort fact from fantasy 


ThnHad fawl where schizophrenics hear verdict cf the tribunal and Nigerian Secretary-Cjeneral There was heavy security 

Soieiica Editor voices. "This te the brain ere- that is ^t those udio were cf the Comnuxiweadttu Chief ater 13 anttmidear protest- 

^ ating its own realityi and be- oonvleted should die by hang- Em^ Anyaoku, who all opt- era were arrested after dashes 

S cientists have been Uevlng it," David Sllbersweig, ing." Brl^dier-General Sam ed for quiet pressure on Gen in the cmitre ofthe dty. 

able to Journey deep ofthe New YoricHospital-Cor- Main, emnmander eff the Ni- Abad» before the summit Jim Bol^r, the summit 

within the brain to tiie place nril Medical Centre, reported gerian army's 82od division, Some African countries have bo^ was said by jKflitieal 

ffflniii-inarignfl happen, in Nature today. said after yesterday's meeting fevoored snubbing Gen Aha- sources here to be ton^ 


eavesdropped at the site 
where schirophrenics hear 
voices. "This Is the brain ere- 



i.itii'iruvjrir', !i. f \uLir Cr'itr'' Cit 


Where happen. 

tiring a<«a«niT»gfrrftnklUeS. 


in Nature today. 


Two neurriogists ftiw New were asked to loess a button Mr Soyinka earlier pin- Calls for sanctions and testing, leaving it to Austra- 
York, working with col- when they heard *Volce” pointed Soutii Africa as tiie freezing personal accounts lia'a Paul tn niiTHiwift . 

Bbs- and release it when the voices key to pressurising the Nlge- azul assets held abroad by the ter tiie "smadc" he promised 
nitai in west London, have stopped. rian junta, led 1^ Geneiri Nigerian leaders have MrMaknrlastweris. • 


Schizophrenic volunteers I ofthe PRC. 

ere asked to loess a button I Mr Scqdnka earlier pin- 


cha attbe sommiL 


Calls for sanctions and testing, lea* 


down his stance on nuclear 


0500 33 55 77 


pltal in west London, have I stopped. 


N igerian leaders have | Mr Majm: last weris. 
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Colonels 
in Kent, 
clergy 
in Surrey 
top ‘TV 
anger’ 
survey 


Who’s Disgusted? 
asks Andrew Gulf 


T SE myth that com- 
plainants about televi- 
sion sex and violence 
are all “Disgusted of Ton- 
bridge Wells” has been ir- 
revocably shattered. Lady 
Howe, chairman of the 
Broadcasting Standards 
nftqyiRii, insisted yesterday. 

Bat a research docixment 
analy sing tiift backgronnds 
of the peoide who wrote 
more than 2,000 letters to 
the taste and decency 
watchdog between Jnly 
1993 and December 1994 ap- 
peared to confirm the 
stereotypical features of 
those who compldhi most. 

The majority lived in the 
Sooth, many in Kent and 
Surrey, and were most 
likely to be clergsrmen, 
schoolteachers or retired 
members of the armed 
fbrces, accor din g to a sur- 
vey by David Ganntlett, of 
the Institate of Conmnmi- 
cations Stodfes at Leeds 
University. 

A substantial minority 
bad an immoderate way 
words and partico- 
lady aggressive and ex- 
treme views on bomosex- 
oality. There was no data 
on how many used green 
ink. 

The champion com- 
plainer was an unnamed 
pmsioner who wrote It tet- 
ters to the council over 18 
months. 

He was Jnst ahead of John 
Beyer, general secretary of 
the National Viewers and 
Listeners* Association, who 
fired off nine angry 
missives. 

None of tbe tetters ana- 
lysed was from Mmy Whi- 
- tehouse, the founder of the 
'■Rational -Viewere^ and Liai- 
teners* Association. 

Eighty-eigbt per cent of 
those who wrote to the 
Broadcasting Standards 
Cooncil were one-off com- 


NEWS 3 



Where tiie complaints come from 

f ^ndards Council complaiirts. compared 


; with Oie distribufon of the ttievsion audience 
iw 20% 

i 
S 


40% 50% 



i&MSR Jil^ 1993 
■Deceaaeri99i 


Top 10 offending programmes 

Number of complainta received 



Putting pen to paper... 

A sanmle of the compfaiints made 

forhmi^my\irife was outofthe mom . . . Ganyoa aothn i/w 
reason for such crude, r^ustdig sad dUneviH^ prognimesf 

If^idwxdkvfiobespnsdeorldl^, this programme has for 
years been nodwig Out a moral sanr... Periodic^ I WBtuI} to sea 
how deplaable the progamme «. * 

Have BBC goneoff dud' heads—sduandKseeradctready 

perYerisaiB6G^»m^0dsWf.‘ 

lamaotapaideperse. bate^wasgrstidtDusWth.' 

“lamnotsomeliatlyoUmak/... ’ 

lamffantdyamazBdthat, eveotiaaageofimssunenvb^neat, 
pet^cansddbefoaidwSBngiapTodtMiB. idreetendaadisacli 
naftiniaL' 

'Jheiacfeaseia bad langfege,swaa{ semes and genenttowsilno of 
stambrdsis,intheamdofmsnydiOttsmdse(us,snhiidea^of 
howrapii^GfeatBra^islie^iatoUtew^ofafoarUMgtB 
banana ^atsuMpredeas sue fiaure.* 

TSifarbmal^B^ish'tUBvIsho seems to be b^U^ltea over by gays 
and lesbians e^edUly on programmes for iwyytUHip ettSdren/ 

T was pmud lo ride m a b^tdack bomb box over Soma 
n^ aides daring die last war, bid Ife^ashaned to be 
partofaaaOoawld^aAiwsItsmambrosdGasUtg 
ehmiels to purvey saehoffenshiB^ to Ss 
.\dewsisandSsteaers,’ 

'M don't T^thst dm word tmggffwx% 
eoniext'-litoatwantSkL' 


VimlconoctlntbeKsumptlontlmtCbannel4ls 
nm by hard htt, perverted tdadf gays.. I M 
extremely upset aadannoyedbymfwvsiM 
02 fte 08 ptff our 4 K Ghannef 4. ' 









Cradter 


JeampHardp^isUB 

Pttegfffoo 


one 


any Ctmellr's World 
roarafSsatlead 



BebnenOieLhud 




s 

Jt -* 

f 




plaltuws. Erequent or serial 
coxnplainers — those who 
registered more than three 
complaints — accounted for 
80 (1.6 percent) of the 2,215 
letters received. 

Le^ Howe said: **The 
firnding B lay to rest the 
stereotypes and popular 
prejudices that complain- 
ants come from a small 
gronp of disgruntled 
people, professional com- 
plainants and pressure 
groups." 

She denied that the coun- 
cil was a target for letters 
foom tbe barmy and the' 
extreme. 

“You ai« always going to 
get a few ihir!^ extreme 
views. Bat tt really is going 
over the top to characterise 



fXHnplainants in that way 
when yon are talking abont 
30 people who are &aqnent 
comtd^ers,'" she said. 

Lord Dobs, ^puty chair^ 
man of the councQ, said the 
research revealed an ex- 
traordinary wide range of 
complainants. ‘*They are 
not just flrom Tunbrii^ 
Welte They come from the 
inner cities, some not very 
flnent letter writers, but 
written from the heart.” 

The report's author, Mr 
Ganntlett, found no evi- 
dence of . letter campaigns 
being organised pre^ 
suregroaps. 

The council denied the 
complainants were unrep- 
resentative of tbe audience 
as a whole: EastBnders, the 


television programme most 
complained about in the 
survey period, attracted 47 
complaints, bnt It attracts 
up to 16 million viewers 
three times a week. 

Lord Dubs said: **The 
complaints are jnst the tip 
of an iceberg; it would be 
very arrogant to say there 
are only one or two com- 
plaints so they sbonld not 
be considered.'* In a third 
of all upheld complaints, 
the broadcaster retrospec- 
•tlvely admitted a teeach of 
.taste, the council said- 

Eo^-stx per cent of com- 
plaints were from the south 
of England, where 82.5 per 
cent of the television audi- 
ence lives, making a 43 ];ter 
cent over-representation. 


Complainanls from North- 
ern Ireland were 52 per 
cent under-represented. 

Complainants were 
equally divided between 
men and women, althongh 
men. were more likely to 
complain about bad lan- 
guage, while women ob- 
jected to sexual discussion 
or innuendo. 

A quarter of complaints 
were about declining stan- 
dards and a half expressed 
concern for others, most 
often chUdroa, when regis- 
tering their protests. 


Paris judge paves way for ‘human shield’ Britons 

French hostages 
win £3m from BA 


Alex Duval Smith ki Pmta 



RrnSH Airways was 
yesterday ordered to 
pay more than £3.5 
million to 61 French 
passengers who were held as 
“human shields’’ in Iraq, 
after their flight in Ku- 

wait moments after Saddiun 

Hussein invaded in 1S90. 

Tbe passengers, who won 
the settlement at tbe high 
court in Paris, are among 
nearly 400 peo^ who were 
aboard flight BA 149 ttiien it 
landed at Kuwait City on 
August 1, 1990. 

'nie FT^di court ruled that 
British Airways bad “seri- 
oody failed in its responsibU- 
ities” towards its passei^ers 
because of the dangerous situ- 
ation in the Gulf at the time. 

BA. which called the judg- 
ment '’extraordinary*', is con- 
sidering an appeal. 

Using infwmation obtahmd 
under United States finedom 
of information l^islation, the 
French hostages had claimed 
that BA 149. en route from 
Heathrow to Madras and 
Kuala Lumpur via Kuwait 
was carrying SAS soldiers 
and members of the Kuwaiti 
royal fomfly. Tbe airline was 
ordered to pay Fr 600,000 
(£80,000) to passengers heM in 
Iraq three months, and 
Ft 400,000 (£53,000) to those 
held for one month. It was 


also ordered to pay FT60.000 
(£8,000) to each Cf 48 relatives 
of the “human shields”. 

British lawyers were last 
ni^t hopeful that the ruling 
will Increase the chances of 
ecanpensation for seven Scots 
and 11 English passengers 
also aboard tbe flight About 
30 Britons brought a case 
against the airline in a Brit- 
teh court and lost Seven are 
appealing to the House of 
Lords, Their lawyer. George 
Clark, last night said the 
French ruling provided “an 
encouraging precedent”. 

He said: “The same issues 
were put by tbe Ftench hos- 
tages as by ns. Tbe British 
court found that no case could 
be brought for psychological 
damage as a result cf fblse im- 
prisonment but the French 
ruling clearly contradicts 
that' view.” He expects the 
Britons’ case to be heard in 
the middle of next year. 

However, S te phen Brookes, 
joint organiser of the Golf 
Support Group, which is seek- 
ing compensation for 3,000 
British ^ctims of the 1990-91 
confoct said the French case 
had “mucked thing s up”. 

He said: “This ruling 
merely blura tbe issue. The 
judgment is a three and all 
tiiat will happen is that cases 
wUl Just get bogged down.” 

The French high court 
judge, Pierre Renard-Payen, 
said yesterday that if the cap- 


ture of the British Airways 
hostages by Iraqi troops was 
“unpreventable. the events 
were neverthel^ not unpre- 
dictable, because the territo- 
rial ambitions Iraq were 
well-known and Iraqi troop 
movements towards the Ku- 
waiti bonier were known" on 
August 1, 1990. when tbe 
plane left London. 

Ju^ Renard-Pa>’en said 
the theory that the plane 
landed in Kuwait to dqx>sit 
SAS soldiers “cannot be le- 
gally established” because the 
British government denied it. 

Paul Merlet, his family axri 
flve relatives expect to receive 
about £330,000. He, his wife 
and their two children were 
held in an Iraqi munitions fac- 
tory for three months. He said: 
"We are deliglited. But we 
have been engaged in le^ 
battles for flve years. Our 
release in October 1990 was a 
physical victory. Now we liave 
won the moral one.” 

The airline was ordered to 
pay costs of more than 
£1^000 and to pay half the 
compensation immediately. 

British Airways in Paris 
said last night “We are con- 
sidering our position with a 
view to appealing against 
what is an mctraordinaiy de- 
cision, given in circum- 
stances where British Air- 
ways- and its crew was as 
much of a victim as any of the 
passengers." 


‘Dead’ woman in boot 


Hangln mfenn 


A Profile of Codifilidnants 
and thoiV Conuilalnls, from 
Bmadcavflwg Sfamtaiirda 
Counefl, 5-8 The SandmMry, 
Lendoi% SW 1 P 3 J% Cia 


JB 28-YEAR-OLD man has 
^^been questioned by 
i^^volice in Suffolk after 
allegedly bundling an uncon- 
scious woman into the boot of 
his car following a road 
accident 

The man stopped and 
released the woman when she 
started hammering on tbe 
boot of tbe car. He told hen ‘T 
thought I had killed you, so I 
put you in there.” 

Donna Hayes, who works as 
a wa i tres s in a pub near her 
home in Wangford, SuSolic. 
was walking to work along 
the Ai2 at about iiam when 
tile was hiL She said last 
night that tiie had no memory 
of the accident, ^ich hap- 
pened last month, nor of 
being buxuUed into tbe boot of 
the car. 

After tbe driver released 


her, he told her to sit in the 
passenger seat and agreed to 
drive her to tbe home of a 
friend, some two miles away. 

Mrs Hayes said she drifted 
in and out of consciousness 
during the journey. 

She was later taken to hos- 
pital and treated fhr a dislo- 
cated shoulder and a blow to 
foe head. 

Mrs Hayes, who is 34 and 
has three clfodren, -<tairi last 
night that one moment she 
was walking to work at foe 
Cherry Tree Anns, and then 
“next thing I knew 1 was wak- 
ing up in tbe pitdi daricln the 
boot of thecal. 

She told tbe police that she 
did not panic immediately be- 
cause. she thought it was 
“soma sort of a practical joke. 
1 had no panic, no fear and at 
the time I didn’t ‘teel any 
pain”. 

She b^an hammering on 
the boot o£ tbe car and then 


she felt flie car stop and a 
man she did not rect^nise 
opened foe boot and said to 
ben *T thought you were 
dead, that’s why 1 put you in 
there.” 

The man. who is single and 
works on a turkey farm, 
helped her into the fiwt seat 
Tbe windscreen of the car bad 
been shattered, and tbe man 
told Mrs Hayes that she had 
done it 

Mrs Hastes said that during 
foe drive home she sdll was 
not tiiocked. “It just didn’t 
register what had happened,” 

She said that the dirlver of 
the car appeared to her to be 
in shock himself. “He didn’t 
say what he intended to do 
w^ me after foe acmdent ” 

Mrs Hayes ”i imagine 
he paolcked.” 

Police in Haleswortb, Suf- 
folk, have conflrmed that the 
investigation is continuing. 
The man was released on bait 


Judge changes murder trial plea 
after death threat from loyalists 


David Sh a iTock 
Ir e l an d Cofre^MMident 

L oyalist paramilitaries 
have threatened to kill 
six defendants in a mur^ 
der trial unless they plead 
guilty. Behhst (brown Court 
was told yesterday. 

Tbe threat against the de- 
fendants — accused of in- 
volvement in the murder of 
Margaret t^igbt in an illegal 
drinking dub — was made by 
foe Red Hand Commando in a 
coded telephone call to BBC 
Nozth^ Ireland on Monday 
evening. 

Ms YMght an epileptic, 
was battered and Shot by a 
mob at a loyalist club in south 
Bdfast aftm* being mistaken 
for a Catholic. 

Details of the threat 
emerged after four of the de- 
f^idants ohangpd their plea to 
“guilty under duress”. But 
Lord Justice Nldiolson direc- 
ted that pleas d’not guilty be 
entered. “No judge could ac- 
cept pleas of guilty induced 
by lew or mmiace," he said. 
“Courte will not tolerate any 
attemirt to per^^ the course 
of justice, never mind such a 
blatant attenyrt as tins to 
undermine foe principle of a 
Ikir trial.” 

Four defence lawyera stood 
down on Tuesday, saying fliat 
they were not prepared to 
continue but wifoout givins 
further details. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Jimmy MoOoy told the court 
that at (» Monday a man 
claiming to be from the Rad 
Hand Commando, and giving 
a recognised code-word, 
issued a Element saying: 
"The six accused have 
received a direct order from 
the RHC topleed guilty to the 
ch^es foey fkce irrespective 
if fo^ have a fl^t or not 



Margaret Wzisht: Killed after being mistaken for a Catholic 


‘TTie priority and main 
reason for this is that they 
have taken into account foe 
feelings of the femily of Mar- 
garet Wright 

“After the execution of 
BDly Elliott it was decided 
that no more blood be spilt If 
they plead guilty they will be 
left in peace to serve foeir 


time, although not in a Ico^al- 
istving. 

“There is no prison in 
Nmtiieni Ireland that the 
RHC can’t reach into, and 
they vrill be executed. If they 
don’t plead guilty, their 1km- 
iUeg will be put out of Ulster 
before the trial Gnishes. 

“Billy Ellies wife Allison 


wiU be put out of Northern 
Ireland on her release; We 
bad thought to execute her at 
the time, but we did not want 
to leave two children 
orphaned.” 

The accused, all from Bel- 
fast. are Stephen Robert 
Rules, 30, of DoQegall Avenue; 
David John Jess, 21, of Moyle 
Wal^ and Warten Gibson, of 
Matilda Gard^is, whd deny 
murder. Stephen Salters, 23. 

Lindsay Street, is accused 
of assisting foe kiflers. 

Christopiher John Sheals, 
29, of Dorchester Crescent 
Giengormiey. is accused of 
murder while Alison Elliott 
26, from Lower Rockview 
Street BeKkst denies assist- 
ing offenders. 

The court was hdd foat Ms 
Wri^t 31. was first beaten 
and then shot four times in 
tbe early hours of 6 last 
year dining a rave in a loyal- 
ist band haU. 

Hm* near naked body was 
then taken away in a Wheelie 
bin and thrown over the back 
wall of a nearby derelict 
bouee. 

Hte: mother. Evelyn, wept 
as the prosecution told how 
her dau^ter was taken for 
questicxiing into the store- 
room of foe iltegal drinking 
den before behig killed. She 
was “severely beaten about 
the fece and body — her ribs 
were broken — her nedt was 
squeezed until the bone m hter 
neck fractured”, foe court 
was told. 

The Bed Hand Commando 
was set up in 1972 and was 
declared Ul^al a year later at 
foe game tima aS foe UlSteP 
Volunteer Force. Lest 
September, Bifrf Elliott; an al- 
leged former RHC member, 
was tiiot dead and it was 
claimed he had been executed 
for his part in Wright's 
nnirder. 




Gkinnings-down occurs to a surprising degree. In clumps. Either 
this is a case of what you might call c.opy-catastrophe ^ the 
sudden elevation of one pale loner to headline status might give 
another pale loner ideas — or Julius Ceasar^ soothsayer was 
right about the astrological element in the deaths of leaders. 
The art of assassination 
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and 9 19 ¥'t enjoyit. 
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4 BRITAIN 


Labour claims another lurch to right as minister’s letter warns that new cuts will ‘create more chaos’ 


Lilley despair at Treasury cuts 


The Guardian Thursday November 9 19^ 

Blair’s 
‘real 



Patrick Wintoori Chief 
P^tlcal Corraspondenl 


T he Social Security 
Secretary, Peter Lil- 
ley. has privately 
admitted tbat he 
has been filled with 
despair by Treasury plans to 
cut his department’s numing 
costs. atMing fiiat the plan 
win cre a te more chaos and 
only cot off the Government’s 
nose to spite its face.. 

Mr Lilley's lurid admission, 
contained in a previously un- 
released extract from corre- 
spondence between him and 
dse Chief Treasury Secretary, 
William Waldegrave, was 
cited by Labour as a further 
sign of a lurch to the right 
inside die Conservative Party 
as everthing is subiected to 
die need to make room for tax 
cuts in the Budget 
'nie earlier correspondence 
lealmd by Labour on Tti^day 
bad sbo^ that Mr Lilley had 
agreed £i billion of spending 
cuts over three years as part 
of the just-completed public 
expenditure round. In addi- 
tion, the letter showed Mr Lil- 
ley had been under pressure 
toaboUshttaelone parent pre- 
mium Ibr new cases and 
freese Its level for existing 
cases. 

Be was also being pressed 
to freeze one parent benefrt — 
the top-up benefit fbr diose in 
work — or even ahniish the 
bmi^t altogether for new 

Conservative ri^twingers 
sudi as Lady Olga Maitland 
welcomed the cuts in lone 
parent benefit, ai^guing that 
Mr Lilley should go farther 

tar rhilH horiftfi t. 


Labour’s social security 
spokesman, Chris Smith, 
claimed the new extract 
revealing Mr Liliey'S despair 
over cuts in his running costs 
implied that he was being 
aafcari to cut them by more 
than the S per cent being 
asked by the Treasury 
throu^out Whitehall. 

Mr Lilley says in the lettten 
“your proposed settlement on 
winning COStS fills me With 
despair. The impact on opera- 
tion will be devastating. Quite 
apart from the fall-out as %r- 
vlce becomes more chaotic I 
am convinced — for reasons 
rve explained — that we 
would be cutting off our noses 
; to spite our teces." 

Mr Smith said running 
I costs cuts on fills scale would 
I make unworkable govern- 
ment eShrts to cut fraud. 'Hie 
I letter showed that “Mr Major 
I surrendered control over 
I policy to the ri^t in return 
‘for the ri^t keeping <iuiet 
about their doubts about Mr * 
Major's leadership.” 

Mr Lilley himself refiised to 
minment on the details of his 
settlemeoL but promised It 
would be seen to be fkir and 
targeted at those most in 
need. 

Ihe letter reveals ministers 
are planning deep cuts In 
housing ben^t fbr the undei> 
23s, cuts of up to 75 per cent in 
industrial injuries benefit 
and, in deference to the moral 
majoritarian Tory back- 
bench, a long-trailed clamp- 
down in payments for lone 
parents. 

The cuts cmne on top an 
agreed programme to cut £400 
million from Mr LlU^s bud- 
get immediately, rising to £1 
billion over three years. 
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Facing a new sqneexe . . . scMial securi^ claimants ata DSS office in Kensington, west London yesterday 


Labour faces 
dilemma over 
welfare cash 


L abour politicians fre- 
quently their welfare 
state gums to think fiie 
iint>iink»hig but w iiAn un- 

thinkable government 
thnn gtitw are loalcfld tO thism 

from inside Whitehall, the 
same Labour politicians 
qiiickly reject them as un- 
workable. 

Chris Smith, the new 
shadow social security secre- 
tary. is the latest Labour poli- 
tician to pramise to think the 
unthinkable on the £90 billion 
welfare budget Use implica- 
tion is tbat Staith. a mod- 
erniser, is wilUng to say 
something pretty radicaL In- 
cluding greater tai^eting and 
a reie^on of sometbing-for- 
nothing benefits. 

Mr Smith has bemi given by 
Labour leader Tony Blair i 
until file next party confer- ' 


Patrick Wintour on short-term criticism 
which masks long-term hunt for new pdic/es 


enoe to prepare a welfbre 
state policy, but is quick to 
d;^ reports this week that 
his first act has been to tear 
up the 418 pagK of the Social 
Justice Commisskm r^rt 
the study wiTnTMi«inwAd by 
John Smith and under scru- 
tiny by Chris Smith’s prede- 
cessor. Donald Dewar, for 
more than a year. 

The report, widely piai^ 
fbr its analysis otfiie changing 
labour market and family 
structures, was crificlsed by 
modernisers for being too cau- 
tious. It rejected intention of 
all tax and benefits, and ques- 
tioned a big extension of 
means tested benefits. poinUng 
out fiiat 1h^ often prove to be 
a disincentive to work. 

However, it radical in 
many areas, fnnjnriiwg ehiM 
benefit and state penskms. It 


proposed taxing child boi^t 
for hlgha* rate tax payers, rais- 
ing £300 miTiinn, imri institut- 
ing a guaranteed tniriTtmmi for 
all paisiooers rather than to 
restore earnings linktng for 
thp haciff pension. 

ft also suggested the re^ace- 
ment of student g i 'a nts wholly 
by loans, to cov er , on an 
come related basis, a propor- 
tion tnitian fees, as well as 

marriipTMTipg pharg pi ^ The SUp- 

; plement for a ^xjuse in unem- 
; ployment benrfif would be 
‘ abolished, and both lone 
parents on benefit and parents 
claiming means tested benefits 
should be required to sign on 
as available for at least part- 
thne work, once their rhlidrep 
were older, it also prc^osed 
reform of the married collies' 
allowanae and a new unem- 
ployment benefit for part- 


timers. The level of the mini- 
mum pension was unstated, 
as were almost all b^fit 
levds, although subsequent 
Ipwks suggested a niiniTinim 
pension of £80 a week. 

Since then Frank Field, the 
influential Labour chairman of 
the social security select com- 
mittee. has been pushing his 
own agenda wifiiin the Dah- 
rendorf Commission, the Lib- 
eral Democrat version of the 
Social Justice Commission. 
Dahrendocf proposed compul- 
soiy savi^ 90 that every pen- 
sicraer gains pensions frcm the 
National Insurance Scheme 
and fr^ occupational or pen- 
sionscheme. 

Mr Field also argues in- 
come sup^rt should be trans- 
formed into a pro-active 
agracy which eocourages all 
claimants, capable d work to 
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Lib Dems offer their 
own Queen’s Speech 





flnb e c ca Sii Jtl iei' s 
PolltleaJ CorrenpouJaiit 


T he Liberal Democrats 
yesterday published 
fiieir alternative to the 
Queen's Speech next week, 
which will provide the frame- 
work for its campaigning in 
the run-up to the general 
elactzoo. . 

Their leader Paddy Ash- 
down said it was up to the 
opposition parties to chal- 
lenge the Government by 
“Cutting the waSle” and set- 
ting out clear policies fiiat 
would “Ibce the challeages of 
the next century and the liezt 
ndnennlum”. 

Central to the legislative 
package propose d is a Great 
Reform BUI, which would pro- 
vide a modem constitution 
throogh the totrodimtion of 
propc^onal representation. 
Scottish and Welsh parlia- 
ments. English regzooal as- 
semblies and an elected 
House of Lords. 

It would also bring quangos 
within the framework of dem- 
ocratic accountability. 

While the Government 
would show in next Wednes- 
day's ^Mech onfiininp jts leg- 
islative programme tot it 
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was out of ideas. Labour 
would be “strong on opposi- 
tion, but weak on 
pn^Masition’’. 

By contrast Mr Ashdown 
claimed, the Liberal Demo- 
crat alternative Queen’s 
S pee ch set out “a clear, etdier^ 
ent and radical set of bills de- 
signed to invest in pe^Ie. 
clean up the mess in politics 
and build for the long term 
proqperity of the country”. 

Mr Ashdown said that what 
the Government had in store 
for the rest of Qiis parliament 
. would never address Britain's 
problems. 

*Tt is a shambolic pro- 
gramme, a fag end pro- 
gramme, a mishmash Gobbled 
together by a goverzunent 
that increasingly resembl^ a 
ragged army, led by a lost 
leade r in full scale retreat 
from its own errors.” 

Also In the speech are pro- 
posals for 

OAn Education and TViazn- 
ing Bill to provide free nurs- 
ery education for all children 
and introduce a general 
teachers’ council to promote 
high standards to education 
and the profession status of 
teachers; 

□ A Health of the Nation Bill 
to abolish charges for eye and 


lead’ 
put at 
17pc 
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draw a up a career plan 
which fiiey would hope to 
achieve. Money raised as part 
of abolishing studmit grants 
would be us^ to implement a 
universal child care scheme. 
He also proposes a new medi- 
cal care grJiwng for the old in 
which state help for the iQ is 
not allocated according to 
lack of savings, but medical 
need. 

Malcolm Widcs, the newly 
appointed spokesman on fiun- 
ily policy within Labour’s 
social security team, is likely 
to be as key a figure in the 
next few months as Mr Field. 
His anti-means testing views 
are most recently set out in a 
Fabian pampfald The Active 
Society, to which be argues 
the need for tong-term care in 
oid age as the grrat task of the 
weUbre state. 


MMiyj 








dental checks and establish a 
national inspectorate of 
health and social services: 

□ A Housing and Homeless- 
ness Bin to allow local au- 
thorities to use to receipts 
from the sale of council 
bouses to Amd to construc- 
tion c£ social housing: 

□ A Crime P r e v e n tion BUI to 
create an independent chitf 
inspector of police and 
require every to^ aufiiority 

I to produce a crime reduction 
; plan; 

! OA Child Malw tenanoa BQ] 

I to repeal the catiw Support 
I Act; 

I □ A Declaration ot Rights 
I BUI to introduce a bill of 
rights and incorporate the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights into UK law; 

□ A Local Government BUI to 
abolish capping and intro- 
duce local fawme tar; 

□ A Public Investment BUI to 
reform Treasury rules to 
allow public sector oigauisa- 
tions such as to Post Offing 
to operate wifri greater com- 
mercial freedom; 

□ A TranqKirt Bill to rees- 
tablish public control of Rail- 
track and establish a National 
Rail Authority to achieve 
transport, environmental an/t 
efficiency targets. 
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> FlexAccount The problem is this: ?our bank has stood sdll for 

too long. It has resisted change. Which ’u why your curimt account is iar behind FlexAccount. 
Compaw and decide for yourselF. I. FlesAccounr has overdrafts wiihoui set up costs or 
mondily ! ?*■*- 2, Our overdralr rate is doe of the best you can geL 3. You get a £100 cheque guarantee, 
debit and cash card in one. 4. Our comperidve incettst rate increases with your balance 
5. You get a full service from cvciy branch without the unnccessatj' charges. Now 

dll 0800 33 55 99 (quote lef. FP26). or visit a Nacinnwide 

branch and do what you should have done with your bank years ago. Rqslaccit. m'BUILDIMS'SOCimr. 


Find us on rhe (nremec at hrrp://w'H'w.nationH ide.co.ulo'nacianwide 
.Apfi}iv4ni- n'1,,1 br .O'er li«.TIie .it-ri1in(:ii|'a Hric.Viiiuiil i- -uIho.! )>■ -uim. P<inuni I JtJ>. i,|iei4tK |^i4nlm;iid‘. JihJ inAli.ifu Jir 
•ml,' j-jiLMr I.. ili.Kc iM.r IM jnd ir, .bh|,«r ^l an a|<pm>al i» applhani, llivin.'ijl .nnJiiiE. -Jl irKtvn..,. »i iirailrjli, r,Lii. 

Miih piMir i<:i,TUieiii Mil Kirn ^u>iijin,ii, j,r a'JiIjMv nn iv^iiv-l. NJtnniwtJc E^iIJine ?hki, 1'. NaiuiiiMiJr H. Piinr' *Xa', Swiiulun 
l]« IW >Mi|»imkl, I. a 'lU'inKr .,1 ilt,- Aniidinc < imlKu^.iiuii %h,iiu jihI .jIk.iJ^. ih ;|i, I iij, .ii llanSnir 


Otsrtinfi February 14th we shall be inaiiguiat- 
ing a new flight series lUrect from London Gat- 
mck to temascus for the remarkable site of 
Palmyra and the Tose red' city of Petra. This 
permits the traveller to visit the area which he 
hu come to see and be able to relax and explore 
other parts of these ancient lands at an easy pace 
and when the weather is at its most pleasant for 
si^lseeing. Our arrangenent includes the in- 
ternational Bight toand from Damascus, visitslo 
Palmyra, Damascus. Sosra. and Petra. 7 rughts 
acoxivnodadon.tTansportaticeTthroughouLand 
services of local knowledgeable guides and a 
^ety of optional visits to Crac des Chevaliers. 
Jerash. Little f^tra. and Wadi Rum. 

This iso wonderful opportunity to vititboth 
SyriaandJordan, twoofthewori{rstno5t&sci n »t- 
ingcDuntries. We reacb Damascus bi the evening 
uhere we spend three nights at the oi-Fbradif 
Hotel. Prom here we make our visit to Palmyra 
vvitothediolce of other c^onaivi site iiiduding 
anetolorationof the Old City oroamascus. best 
done on foot and perhaps a visit to the Street 
called StraighL Thw onwards to Petra for three 
rughte at the Petra Guest House situated at the 
very $tes of the u'le itself. During our stay 
optional visits may be made to the site of Petra 
2»est made mvr two days and then perhaps Little 
Peba. Jerash, and Wadi Rum. Finally, our last 
nijgil a spent at Busra nhere viv explore the 


An Inaugural Offer 

PALVIYRA 


to PETRA 


London to Damascus Direct 
7 nights from £495.00* 



perfectly preserved Roman armgiitheatre be- 
fore letuining toLondon Catwi^ 

We are makirig 20 plai^ available at a 
special inaugural tariff on the indicated depar- 
tures on a first reserved. Grit allocated basis of 

just £«5 per person in a twin bedded room. 
DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 
I996Wednesdays 
February 14,21*.28*i595d)0 
Marche, 13.30.27 459S.00 
Aprils, 10. 17*.24'* XS95.00 
Mayl*8.15«.23£595.0U 
Single 5upplenienfc£lffijK) 

* indi^a that first 20 places are available 
at the inaugural lariff of £495,00 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJUES VERNE 
□Qc«tSqgare,londonNWl 6QG 
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BRITAIN 5 


Government accepts tougher pollution target, but it could take 1 0 years to meet it 









WarSnttieair. . . CTclistsi, among the most TnlBerable of road nsers. are oflbred a variety ofanti-poUution masks to avoid tbe worst effects of car exhausts photograph: oavd9UJTde 

25 deaths a day hastened by exhaust dust 


Paul Brown 

P irtro m n u ie C o ir espo nde i it 


M inute particles 
of dost in. vehicle 
exhausts are has- 
tening the deaths 
of between five and 25 
people a day. the Govern- 
ment accepted sresterday 
when panels of tts own ex- 
perts mged tongber limits 
onpoUntion. 

The menace of PMlOs 
(particulate matter less 
fhan 10 microns in diame- 
ter — a micron is a mil- 
lionth of a metre) has only 
recentiy been established 
by scientists, and there is 


no known safe limit, bat 
yesterday tlte government 
panel recommended 50 
parts per billion — a flgare 
regularly exceeded in 
towns and cities. 

The National Asthma 
Campaign welcomed the 
standard, but r^arded it as 
only a . first step In salie- 
gnardlng fiie 200,000 pet^e 
In the UK disabled by 
asthma. “There must be 
more research and long- 
term practical measures, 
not short-term technical 
fixes,’* the ftawipaigw said. 

The AA said motoring 
and fnel mannfaetorers 
were already fairing steps 
to eat particnlates. It be- 


lieved PMlOs would be 
steadily reduced 

The particles oceor natu- 
rally bnt are Increased dra- 
matically by biiman activi- 
ties and in cities by vehicle 
exhausts. Their presence 
has a Hamftging efllect on 
the health of people .^th 
existing heart and lung 
problems. 

The 50 parts per billion 
target has been accepted in 
principle by the Govern- 
ment but it may take 10 
years or more to meet it 
Ihe largest single emiti^ 
of PMlOs is diesel. Diesel 
cars take 21 per cent of the 
market foUowing advice 
five years ago that they 


caused less carbon dioxide 
pollation. 

Three reports were 
released yesterday on pol- 
lution and its effect on 
health. The first by the Ex- 
pert Panel on Air Quality 
Standards, is one series 
designed to recommend air 
quality standards for Brit- 
an. The Govenunent is tt- 
pected to accept them ail as 
taints but the time scale 
has yet to be ^tedded. 

The report showed that in 
1993 in Bloomsbury, Lon- 
don. the proposed 50 ppb 
Him it for PMlOs Over 24 
boors was exceeded on 27 
days. Belfast was worst 
with 45, Brnningbam 24. 


Cardiff I9, and Edinburgh 
two. 

Pollution is worst at the 
roadside, where 70 per cent 
Off particnlates come from 
vehicles. 60 per cent of 
these fivm diesels. 

A second report review- 
ing the evidence on parti- 
cles and health, found that 
PMlOs were es bad as US 
scientists suggested. De- 
prading on which study is 
given prominence, deaths 
hastened in Britain as a 
resnit of PMlOs vary be- 
tween 2,000 and 10.000 a 
year. The Department of 
Health's scientists said 
more work was needed to 
be more precise. All those 


affected appeared to be 
people who were already 
iU. It was not yet known 
whether healthy people 
were affected. The best ad- 
vice they could offer those 
affected was to avoid pollu- 
tion or increase their medi- 
catim. 

The third report was on 
tile health eSiects oi eiqpo- 
snre to mixtures of air pol- 
lutants. This fbnnd that dif- 
ferent poUntanfs could be 
added together to show that 
vulnerable people would be 
affected. There was no evi- 
dence that mixed pollut- 
ants caused more damage 
than the same quantity of 
one pollutant. 


Ailing and failing schools ‘take years to improve’ 


Donald MacLMd 
Education Coii’ospuiiilaiit 


P upils in poor areas can 
succeed against the 
odds but it takes years, 
not months, to turn round a 
&dilng school, the National 
Commission for Education 
warned yesterday. 

Sdbool inspector s demanded 
improveiDents "more or less 
overnight" said Margaret Ma- 
den, coauthor of a report on 
11 schools in disadvantaged' 
areaa tiiowing that academic 
results began improving only 
after years of hard wm-k. 


The Office ftor Standards in 
Education had to be "a lot 
dearer over what can be ex- 
pected in one or two years". 
That mi^t be long enough to 
begin raising a school's 
morale and living £onnda- 
tions for improvement — but 
it could be several xDore 3 ^ears 
before that was reflected in 
exam pezfonnance, said Pro- 
fessor Maden, of Keele Ikii- 
versity, in tiie repmt by the 
independent commission. 

"The pace is bumpy and un- 
certain and is often a matter 
of *two steps forward, one step 
back'. Are we allowing in our 
calculations how much and 


bow quickly ailing and fading 
5cbo(^ can impttn’e?" 

Her comments came a week 
after Hackney Downs School 
in east London was recom- 
m«mded fbr closure by a gov- 
ernment “hit-squad", a year 
after Ofsted found it to be fkil- 
iD%. Ms Maden, fmmerly War- 
wickshire's director d educa- 
tloa did not dispute tiiat 
closure, saying the school was 
surplus to requirements. 

An Olbted spdkestnan said 
inspectors and ministers 
were clear tbat schools had to 
show they could make the 
necessary improvements. 
Two had alieai^ shown they 


could -do this and had been 
t^ten off the list of fatting 
schools. “For children whose 
education is be'^ blighted by 
a. weaksehooi. improvements 
tiiat take longer than two 
years will be too late." 

Ihe report identifies good 
leadership by the headteacher 
as the heart of an effective 
school A bead ‘*more than 
anyone else has the capaci^ 
to brixjg about ... a release d 
energy and a belief in the 
school’s potential to succeed". 

Other factois common to 
the im p r o ving schools were*. 

□ Improveu^nts tn the phys- 
ical environment, which 


boosted both staff and pupils’ 
self-esteem; 

□ Good pupil behaviour and 
darity in a school’s policy, 
which was more important 
than, for example, dress code; 

□ Setting standards and care- 
fid monitoring of progress 
against targets; 

□ Parents encouraged to 
work with the school, helping 
their children learn; 

□ "Irresistible optimism" 
and constant striving for 
improvement . 

The 11 schools in the study 
ware: Fair Furlong primary, 
Bristol; Crowcroft Park pri- 
mary. Manchester; Blaeng- 


wrach pdmary. Cwmgwrach, 
West Glamorgan; Columbia 
primary, London; Lochgelly 
North special school, fife; 
Burntwood secondary for 
girls, London; Haywood hi^ 
Stdie on Trent; Hazelwood In- 
tegrated College, Newtowo- 
abbey. Northern Ireland; St 
Midi’s RC cmnprebensive. 
BUlingham, Teesside; The 
Sutton Centre. Sutton in Asfa- 
fieUU Nottingimxashire; Selly 
Park girls schooi. Bjrmhiefaam. 


. S u noe es^gahst the Odds— 
ERecdve Schools in OiBBd- 
vant a ged Areas; RouBedge; 
£8.96. 


Women stay abroad longer than men on business trips and holidays but spend less 


James MeiklSr Community 
Affabw Editor 


IRITISH women took 
^longer holidays and busi- 
ness trips abroad last year 
than men but spent less 
money when they got there, 
govenunent figut^ revealed 
yesterday. 


Middle-aged men were the 
highest spellers, running up 
bills averaging £12 per night 
more than wonimv, and bwi-' 
ness traveUera spent more 
than twice as much per night 
as holidaymakers. 

Travel Trends, a report by 
the Central Statistical Office, 
also ibund that spending by 
Britons on average was Ibr 


lower than that of ibreign vis- 
itors to this country. 

Rgures based on 229.000 in- 
terviews witii travellers pass- 
ing through passport control 
suggested Britons were 
abzwtd for U nights, spending 
£363 each trip or Just over £32 
per night while visitora here 
spent on average nine nights, 
£467 per visit and just over 


£50 per night Spending on 
business trips averaged £73.70 
per night compared with holi- 
day spending d ES2.50, al- 
though holiday stays were 
nearly twice as long — 11 
nights to six. 

Men aged between 45 and 54 
were the bi^mst spending 
Britons at mora than £46 per 
night while women of the 


same age spent Just under £34. 
Jn this age group women 
spent nearly two nights more 
than men on each trip*. 

Holidays accounted for 
more than two-thirds d all 
trips abroed. with business 
the second main reason for 
travel, and visiting blends 
and relatives third. 

The number of foreign trips 


by Britons has more than 
trebled in 20 years to 40 mil- 
lion a yew and spending has 
risen IS times to £14.5 billion. 
The number of visits to Brit- 
ain ting doubled to Zl milHnm 
in tile same period, with 
spending rising eight times to 
sa9 billion. 


Travel Trends. HMSO £25 


Costs force 
U-tum on 
Trident refit 


David FaiHiall 
Defence CorrospovMlent 


T he Ministry of De- 
fence has discovered 
it cannot after all 
afibrd to let a private 
firm organise the construc- 
tion of a nuclear refitting 
dock for ttie navy’s TTident 
submarines at DevonporL 
Since this change of mind 
will also scupper plans to pri- 
vatise the dockyard and 
reopens the argument about 
choosing Devonport for Tri- 
dent in the first place, it will 
cause deep political 
embarrassmenL 

which runs the Oe- 
x’onport naval dockyard near 
Plymontl^ snatched the job d 
supporting the navy’s nuclear 
TpiftBUp submarines Ibom Ro- 
s;^ by the narrowest of mar^ 
gins two years ago. Its origi- 
nal bid was £64 million lower 
than its Scottitii rival’s — 
about 1 per cent of a refit pro- 
gramme that will eventually 
be worth more than £5 billion. 
But DML's final price for tak- 
ing on the risks of such a com- 
ply project has proved too 
much for the MoO. 

The Defence Secretary. 
Michael Portillo, has been ad- 
vised to let the Royal Navy 
control tite construction pro- 
ject and abandon indefinitely 
his pl^ to privatise the 
wlude dockyard. Even DML’s 
more linuted role, managing 
the remainder of the dock- 
^’gRt Iwks uncertain. 

Such a fimdamental U-tum 
will be deeply embarrasstog 
fcff Mr Portillo, even thou^ 
his predecessor Malcolm 
PifteinH maritt the Original 
deeisioDS. 

He could simply present the 
taxpayer wifo the DML con- 
stnietioa bill — rumoured to 
be £100 million more than foe 
fffitR million aatiwiata it sub- 
mitted in 1993 — but he is not 


3 held after 
‘gay^ killing 
in city park 


Geoffrey GBibs 


P OLICE are questioning 
three men in Plymouth in 
connection with a suspected 
homophobic attack in the 
city’s Central Park that left 
one man dead and another 
fitting for his life. 

The assault, which Imp- 
peoed shortly after midnig ht 
on Monday tn an area 
quented by homosexual men. 
has shotted the city's gay 
conumuuty. 

The dead man was named 
yesterday as Ftederidc Don- 
ald “Terey" Sweet, aged 64. 
fimn the North Proqectarea 
of Plymouth. A post-mmtem 
revealed Mr Sweet bad died 
fiom multiple injuries to 
head and body. He had also 
suffered cuts to his fece and 
genitals from a sharp knife. 

Detectives have not yet 
identified foe injured man, 
who was in a critical condi- 
tion in nymoufo’s Derriford 
hospital test n^ht Efe is a&d 
between 40 and SO and is de- 
scribed as clean-shaven and 

KaMing 


expected to override his offi- 
cii' advice in his recommen- 
dation to the Cabinet 
Scottish Cihambers of Com- 
merce has called on the Go\’- 
ernment to comi^te the U- 
turn by reverting to its 
o rigin al plan to refit Trident 
at Rosyth. Its acting director 
general Peter Dvom said it 
would make ecmomic and 
technical sense. 

The Rosyth dockyard man- 
agers, Babcock Rosyth De- 
fence, are embarked on an en- 
tirely different strategy, 
based on surface warship 
refitting and industrial divep 
slfication. Their main con- 
cern is likely to be the pros- 
pect of competing, if their 
offer to buy the Scottish yard 
is accepted, wifo a Devonport 
rival still In MoD hands. 

Whether the taxpayer gains 
or loses depends on whether 
the money saved by not set- 
ting up a privatised contrac- 
tor is squandered by MoD 
subcontractors. Shore con- 
struction at Trident’s base on 
the Clyde exceeded its cost es- 
timates by' £800 million when 
the design had to be changed 
to meet earthquake protec- 
tion standards. 

These standards are one 
reastm for rising estimates of 
the Devonport scheme. An- 
other is price Increases by 
DML's nuclear suppliers. But 
the main fector Is the com- 
mercial ri^ the MoD wants 
^ private consortium to 
carry. 

The shadow defence secre- 
tary. David Clark, said yeste^ 
day: "Local rmmmnnitiftR and 
the Briish taxpayer have to 
sufibr foe consequences of foe 
Mod’s incompetence." 

The Liberal Democrats' de- 
fence spokesman, Menzies 
Campbell, said tim Govern- 
ment's strategy for the refit- 
ting of both surfece warships 
and nuclear submarines was 
feUiagapail 


Choir goes on 
strike over 
vicar’s ukuieie 


Edw a ni Pilkington 


A ll Saints ^ulsh Church 
in Bedwortb, Warwick- 
shire, is likely to be silent this 
Sund^ after a row between 
the vicar and bis choir led to 
a mass walk-out 
The church choir has gone 
on strike in protest at the Rev 
Ian Hobbs's attempts to add 
sparkle to the service. 

Bert Wills, who has been in 
the choir for 31 ytors, said: 
"Ife wanted folk music and 
ukuleles of tile organ- 

ist That's going too 
The row blew up soon aft» 
Mr Hobbs's arrival in tiie par- 
ish in February. Among the 
reforms were cuts to psalm 
singing ax^ a proposal to «xi 
the recessional hymn at the 
close of the service. 

Mr Hobbs said: "There is a 
need to be more effective in 
the communication d G^'s 
love. We are not a club for our 
own benefit" 

But there seems to be no 
resolution in sight '"This is 
the end of the dioir. We’re 
finished." said Mr Mills. 
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Model army 
wife fears 
widowhood 


Hie Guardian Thursday November 9 199S 


Ed Vuniamy in Washington 


A lma powell — 

model army wife to 
General Colin PoweQ 
as he climbed to the 
apex of the United States mili- 
t^' ~ was always reluctant 
to risk taking a place on the 
macabre list of wives who 
dress in black to bury tZieir 
husbands benea^ the citadels 
of political power. 

The cou^ yesterday de- 
nied parity fears were cru- 
cial in Gen Powell's decision 
not to seek the Republican 
nomination Rtt- Qie American 
presidency, but admitted that 
safety was a fectm: in their 
“team decision”. 

On the morning after a 
remarkable television broad- 
cast by the widow of Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mrs f^well is known 
to have made it clear to her 
husband that she feared die 
assassin’s bullet more than 
she wished him to take a 
place at the heed of t^le in 
the Oi'al Office. 

According to several 
sources, the woman behind 
the man has once again inter- 
vened in US politics ~ al- 
though this time to pull him 
back firom the limelight. 

Fbr an her steadfastness as 
a military wife. Mrs Powell 
was recently revealed to have 
been treated for depression 
and prescribed tranquilisers 
for a decade. There were also 
anxieties that she might not 
make as tailored a First Lady 
as she had been an army wife. 
The spectre of Kitty Duka- 
kis's ^coholism and depres- 
sion might have huz^ over a 
Powell campaten. 

Mrs Powell a'as manifestly 
ill at ease with the crush of 
publicity that surrounded the 
recent publication of the gen- 
eral's book, a discomfort 
which contrasted with her 
ready smile during his leader- 
ship of Operation Desert 
Storm against Iraq. 

Indeed, her courage on the 
home front while her hus- 
band set fbr Vietnam in 
1968 has become of US 
legend. She asked him to take 
her out to dinner the night 
before his departure on a 
second tour of duty. He took 
her to the snazziest hotel in 


pir wiTTigbam. Alabama, from 
which blacks had bean barred 
until a few years previously. 
At ±e end the meal. M^r 
Powell handed his wife a 
sealed letter. It contained in- 
structions for arrangements 
tn Qie event of his death. 

While Powell fou^t in 
the jun^, his wife stayed be- 
hind in “Bombingham''. as 
the black neighbourhoods 
were called. Her fethm- would 
sit up all night with a shotgun 
on his lap as mobs roamed the 
streets; he was a high school 
princii^ in days when black 
schools were bombed and set 

aflamt* 

It is the present-day incar- 
nation those white extrem- 
ists that Mrs Powell is said to 
fear. One friend said she 
remains “seared inside” by 
that racial vic^nce. 

In the presidential cam- 
paign, the nominees will have 
seo^ service despatches and | 
bodyguards trained to the 
seme le^ as the pr^idioiYs. ' 
But Powell said in a tele- 
' vision interview last Septem- 
ber that her husband “would 
probably be at much more 
risk than any other candidate 
because of being a black man 
in this society. There are a lot 
of crazy people out there." 

Gen Pow^ told the black 
alTairs magazine Ebony: 
“Whatever I do. we WUl do as 
a team.” He said his wife's 
view would make up “51 per 
cent” of his decision on 
whether to run for president 

Yesterday. Gen Powell 
marift clear that family con- 
siderations influenced his 
decision. 

Tbe couple watched the 
CNN broadcast by 'Itzhak 
Rabin's wife, Leah, on Tues- 
day in which the widow spoke 
of her sorrow. Mrs Powell had 
watched similar appearances 
by a series of widows in her 
own country — Ccaretta ly hig 
and Betty Shabazz (Malcolm 
X*s widow). Jackie and £lfeel 
Kennedy buried the US's 
most esteemed president and 
his brother. 

Betty Ford and Nancy 
Reagan saw their husbands 
become the target of assassi- 
nation attempts, vdiile Hilla- 
ry Clinton heard the crack of 
gunfire in the White House 
grounds last year. 



Non-mniier. . . Retired general Colin Powell, plctnred last Tnnwth tn Iiondon. yW«*^*»y h* tn mn far pi«titeiit 

Republicans relieved at strategic withdrawal 


PHOTOGMPH: OMROSILUTOE 

Polls cheer 
Democrats 


Jonathan RwacBand 
hi WaaMnglon 

F rom New Han 4 >shire to 
Tennessee, wherever a 
Republican candidate 
had pitched camp, there came 
a loud, collective si^ td* 
relief. As soon as word came 
that retired general Ck)lin 
Powell was not entering the 
race for the Republican Par- 
ty’s presidential nomlnatton, 
tfte 10 men of the Republican 
field could breathe ^ain. 

Untn now their campaigns 
had been on hold, wait^ for 
the general to make his move. 
Now the Republicans have to 
fece the reality from which 
Gen Powell bad provided wel- 
come distractioD: they are left ; 


with perhaps the meet lack- 
lustre crop of candidates ^ 
party has ever fielded. 

Tlie immediate ben^ciary 
is the Senate majority leader. 
Bob Dole, who can ding on to 
his precarious frontrunner 
status. Yesterday be received 
the endorsement of Stephen 
MerrUl, the popular governor 
of New Hampshire <_ the 
state whose February SO pri- 
mary is the first test of the 
1996 campaign. 

Gen Powell had threatened 
to blow Mr Dole out of the 
water If voters were huz^ry 
tor' a war hero with an in- 
stinct for consensus-building, 
they could have all tiiat — 
and star quality. 

Mr Dole’s reUef was audible 
as he spoke of his “great 
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1 respect and admiratioix” for 
Gen Powell yesterday, d^loy- 
ing the vocabulary politiciaxis 
usually reserve tor rivals who 
have died, lost or resigned. 

Without Gen Powell's 
brand of moderate. Rockefel- 
ler R^blicaniam, Mr Dole 
can court tiie party's r^ht 
wing without having to look 
over Ms left should^. Oppo- 
nents like to say Dole suq>port 
is a' mile wide but an inch 
d^. and to note that polls 
show be has lost a percentage 
point of s u ppor t every week 
Ibr 20 weeks. StiU. Gen Pow- 
ell's withdrawal allows Mr 
Dole's frontronneraura to last 
until New Hampshire at least 

With Gen Powell gone, 
media interest will light iqion 
other candidates. Millionaire 
publishing tycoon Malcolm 
“Steve” Forbes may how get 
eOeaUm tor hte spending 
spree in New ^onpibire and 
his idea of abolishing the In- 
ternal Revenue Service and 
replach^ it witii a fiat tax. 

Television commentator 
and ri^ilwii^ firebrand 
Buchanan becomes the most i 


diarismatlc speaker in the 
Republican race, the only can- 
didate able to whip up a hu» 
tings audience. 

Fbrmer Tennessee gover- 
nor Lamar Alexander can 
promote himself as the only 
“outsider", running against a 
men-m^ults line-up of Wash- 
ington machine politicians. 

Fenn^lvania senator Arlen 
Specter will have a moment 
in the sun. too: wittiout Gen 
Powell he is the oi^ candi- 
date to fevour abortion ri^ts 

a position held by a major- 
ity of the US public. 

But the bottom line is tiiat 
none of Mr Dole's challengers 
I poll more than a minnow rat- 
I ii^ A Time/CNN survey pub- 
I lisbed yesterday showed 45 
per cent for Dole. wife, no cme 
else reafeing double digits. 

This may tempt fee party's 
ideological leader. Newt Ging- 
rich. into the He has 
never ruled out a presidential 
run, sa^ng he wanted to wait 
tor Gen E’owell'ls decision. He 
has untQ December 15 — fee 
fil^ deadline fbr New Bamp: 
shire — to decide. Taradoxi- 


cally, thou^ fee Republican 
feithlUl love Mr Glngridi so 
mudi fe^ do not want him to 
run: they think he should stay 
on as House Speaker and com- 
plete fee “Rei^bliean revolu- 
tion" in Confess. 

All of which spells very 
good news for Bill Clinton. 
Ihere was loud jubilation in 
the White Hmise last night as 
feey waved ^xidbye to fee 
one candidate they had truly 
feared. Gen Powell was 15 
points ahead of Mr Clinton, 
while Mr riole and the rest of 
the Republican are at 
least nine points behiikL 

Now Prudent Clinton can 
rely cm the bladk vote, which 
a PowbU candidacy might 
have lured from fee Demo- 
cratic fold for the first time. 
Nor will he face fee prospect 
of comparing his draft-^idg- 
ingpast.wife the.CVofa wan. 
hero. Instead, he can kx^] 
ahead to a battle against a 
crusty, crotohety Republican 
23 years his senior. The true 
frontrunner in fee 1996 race 
for the White. House ' is fee 
man who already lives there. 


D emocratic ebui- 

Uence over Colin Pow- 
ell’s decision not to seek 
the US presidency was 
boosted yesterday when 
local election results con- 
Ibunded Republican predic- 
tions of a Democratic melt- 
down in the bastion of the 
soufei. writes Jonathan Freed- 
land in Washington. 

Democrats retained their 
24-year grip on the gover- 
nor’s mansion of Kentucky 
— albeit by the narrowest 
margin in two decades — 
when Paul Patton defeated 
his Republican opponent by 
Si to 49 per cent. 

Republicans also failed to 
win both chambers of the 
state leglalatnre of Virginia 
— which would have 
marked a first for the 
Republicans in the south. 

In the big eities. Demo- 
cratic mayors were re- 
elected wife large medor- 
Itles. Ed Rendell of 
Philadelphia, Bob Lanier of 
Houston and Kurt Schmoke 
in Baltimore all won with 
more than 70 per cent. 
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Face-saving deal bolsters Bosnia peace force 

Russians to serve 
under US general 


WORLD NEWS 7 


John Palmer bt Bnissels 


id raws! 

Democ; 
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kUSSlA is to send 
"2,000 combat troops 
iio Bossia under 

comzottil 

to bdp Nato implement a 
fotore peace setQemait there. 

If Russia and fee United 
States can agree on an overall 
syston of political coitrol for 
^ peace implementation op- 
eration In Bosnia, it wBl be 
the first time Russian troops 
serve alongside Nato and 
under US command. If sue- 
cessftil, Nato hopes will 
lead to future Russian partici- 
pation in other Western-led 

Tnilitar y mifttimia 

In an agreement reached 
yesterday, Moscow insisted 
on a comply arrangement to 
ensure none of its stddiera 
come under direct Nato 

fVTmmanrf 

Instead the Russian troops 
will take orders fixm Nato’s 
American supreme milttary 
co mm ander. General George 
Julwan, who also donbte as 
the supreme mnymaaTw^ap gf 
US forces in Enr(q;)e. 

It is in this latter capacity 
that Gen Julwan wiD be able 


to give orders to the single 
Russian combat brigade 
through a Russian d^nity 
commander, Genei^ r^mli 
Shevtsov, The purpose of tins 
sle^t of hand is to preserve 
Nato’s overall command of 
the operation while allowii^ 
foe Russian government to 
tall its people feat it has pre- 
served its independence &om 
Nato. 

When he emerged after dis- 
cussions wife the PiT««iari de- 
fence minister.-General Pavel 
Grachev, at Nato baadquar- 
tars in Brussels yesterday, 
tte US deftoce secretiuy, Vfil- 
liam Ferry, claimed the agree- 
ment would ensure the eSbo- 
tiveness of die 60.000-strong 
peace hnplementatioa force. 

”11118 ' plan preserves fee 
unity of command of fee 
[peace force].” Mr Ferry de- 
clared. "We have approved 
this plan and have asked our 
militaty emnmanders to wwk 
out the details.” 

“Tlie Russiu brigade in 
Bosnia will be part of an 
American division.” Mr 
Fmry fold journalists later. 
Asked whefeer, s tr i pped of 
rhetoric, the reality was that 
Russian troops would *»!«> 


orders from a Nato enniTnand . 
er, Mr Pmry replied: “No." 

Gen Grachev insisted feat 
Russian troops would in no 
way come under Nato controL 
“An the conditions w hic h 
have been set by Russia for 
participation in for ce 
have been met” Gen Grachev 
said. “Russian forces will not 
come under Nato command." 

The agreement between 
Itoto and Russia is still condi- 
tional on an overall accord 
about political control of the 
Bosnia {iteration. 

The Russian government 
insists feat a cwnwiitt^ in. 
eluding representatives of 
Nato, the United Nations arwi 
non-al^ned countries should 
have overall authority over 
the peace implementation 
force. This is rejected by 
Nato, which retains bitter 
mmnories of fee confusion 
and disagreements arising 
from the “dual k^’ joint 
command by Nato and fee UN 
over peacekeeping forces in 
Bosnia. 

The new Thissian combat 
brigade will complement a 
fwce of 2,000. logfetlcal per- 
atmoA previously agreed by 
Moscow. 


solars for tratment by a British army field ambulance on Mount Ionian after an accident 
Mn^saSdMDn£^^^^S^££hi of wintw bw seen the temperature sink below -15C in the mountains. Aid workers^ 

Muslims and Croats evicted from Serb-beld towns are sleeping rou^ m heavy snows. Thousands of expelled Serbs may also be vulnerable ^ 
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Beriusconi aide 
on Mafia charae 


John Hooper in Rome 


O NE of Silvio Berlus- 
coni's senior lieuten- 
ants in Sicily was ai> 
rested 3?esterday, on a charge 
of Mafia conspiracy. 
Francesco Musotto, of 
the provincial government of 
Palermo and a leading mem- 
ber of Mr Berlusconi’s right- 
wing Forza Italia movement, 
was accused of having helped 
Italy’s most want^ man. 

His arrest in a dawn raid 
infuriated Mr Berlusconi. 
The billionaire politician 
called on President Oscar 
Luigi S ea Ham and the ^>eak- 
ers cf the two houses par^ 
liament to step in “to defend 
democracy”. 

“The>' can and must inter- 
vene ^ciantly. urgently and 
rapidly to prevent fee admin- 
stratlon cf criminal justice 
being used for partisan politi- 
cal ends,” Mr Berlusconi aa^d 
Two of his d^uties are al- 
ready under investigation for 
alleged Mafia links. 

The TV magnate-turned- 
politician has repeatedly in- 
sisted that be and his party 
are the objects of a vendetta 
by leftwing prosecutors bent 
on preventing hfe retom to 
power. Mr Berlusconi was Ita- 
ly’s prime minister for seven 
months last year. 

His position is especially 
vulnerable at the mnmpnt 
Last month, he failed for the 
seomd time to diaindF his 
predecessor, Lamberto DinL 
Next January, he is due to 
fhee trial on bribery ehargBy 


This is not the first time 
that Fona Italia C*Gome on 
Italy”) has bemi accused of 
having been infiltrated tqr fee 
Sicilian Mafia, Mr B^lus- 
coni’s political opponents 
made such allegations during 
the cam paig n teadwig fo I f**** 

year’s general election, in 
itiiich his par^ tc^p^ the 
polls. Then, as now, he vehe- 
mently rejected fee clarm^ 

Mr Musotto, aged 48. was 
arrested wife his brottier and 
three others. A fmmer Social- 
ist and the son of a law profes- 
sor at Palermo University, Mr 
Musotto is also a laxaninent 
lawyer who has defended nu- 
merous MafiosL 
The prosecutors who 
requested his arrest aiiiagpii 
he had help^ fee Cosa Nos- 
tra by suiqilying it with privi- 
l^ed information about fee 
courts’ activities. But the 
most sensational accusation 
is feat, on at least three occa- 
sions, be and his brother shel- 
tered the fugitive ”god- 
fofeer”. Leoluca Bagarella. 

Police believe Bagarella 
was then in control of the 
foremost Mafia “family", fee 
CorleonesL He was arrested 
last Jane. 

Defooce lawyers in Falenno 
went on strike yestMday in 
protest at the arrest cf Mr 
Musotto who, fe^ said, had 
been “struck by a slanderous 
accusation which we don’t 
bdieve". 

Their protest was expected 
to intenupt several Mafia 
trials in Palenno, irwiiiriing 
that of fee former prime min- 
ister, Giulio AndreottL 


wni 

DEPUTYHEADS 
SURVIVE? 


6 CD 


A new survey shows deputies in secondary schools are 
being made redundant or not iqrhoed. Other reaches are 
otp gct e d to tahe on more management responsibiCties. 

What efiea wil] this have on reaching and where wiD the 
heads of toroonow come iioii^ 

Ibmortow’s 20^age Schotd Management Upd^ free whh 
The TES ecaminea this issue 
and ghies practical infertradon 

for managers and go«mors UPMIE NOVEMBER 10 

on sdiool im{XDwntenii 
finance, tnarieong and 
charges in efTifdoymenz 
law that affoa dwm. 


YOU CANT AHP08D TO IGNOHE IE 
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Warm words, cold deeds 

Tories and Labour are both muddled over benefits 


THE latest Tory social security propos- 
als are not Just unfkir but “devastat- 
ii^’. Who says so? Peter Lilley. the 
minifitpr ^ho Will have to implement 
them. The most revealing aspect of the 
latest Whitehall leak is not the new 
Treasury proposed cuts — we have had 
16 years of them — but the reaction of 
one of the most far right cabinet mem- 
bers. Mr LilW not gone native. He 
has his own yeai>by-year pn^Tamme to 
ftiash the social security bud^t But his 
reaction to the Treasury sounds more 
like a Lateur than a Conservative res- 
ponse. squeeze on his department’s 
T Tinning costs '‘fills me wi& despair. 
The impact on operations will be devas- 
tating.” His opposition to Treasury pro- 
posals to abolish One Parent Benefit 
and further cuts to housing beneQts is 
almost as strong. 

There is a lesson here for all Conser- 
vatives. If Mr Lilley is ready to resist 
this assault on the poor because of the 
dqTnagft to the image of “one nation” 
Toryism, why is the cabinet endorsing 
it? Mr Lilley is no softie, yet he clearly 
recc^nises impoxiant p^tical calcula- 
tions need to be made in weighing up 
&e benefits of tax cuts against the cost 
of public expenditure reductions. 

The latest proposals contradict Mr 
Lilley’s criteria for reforming welfare: 
mee&!£ today’s needs: focusing on 
those in greatest need: affordability. 
Targeting sin^e parents is singling out 
the poorest people in the community. 
Removing the lone parent £5.20 pre- 
mium may not seem much, but to 
someone receiving only £7&-a-week on 
benefits this is a lai^ reduction. Push- 
ing for the abolition of One Parent 
Benefit is even cruder this is one 
benefit which does provide a hand-up 
rather than a hand-out because it can 
still be claimed by people who move 
fiorn welfare to work. In Mr Lilley's 
own words: risks of going further i 

down the list (of cuts) simply do not I 


justify the modest additional savu^” 

Mr Lilley is a much under-estimated 
minister. We disagree with his analysis 
of the “unbearaUe” demographic de- 
mands on welfitre, but he has been 
quite open about his strat^y: a step by 
step approach to pre-empt opposition 
allied to the tactic of reducing el^bil- 
ity rather than cutting benefit levels. In 
Tory terms, he has been extremely 
successful manoeuvrii^ his “re-adjust- 
ments” to various benefits through Par- 
liament without revolt But now the 
Treasury is cutting across his strategy 
with its imposition of benefit level cuts. 
It is DO longer dear where the Tory 
party wants to go beyond the crude 
wish to slash taxes. What was once 
coherent has become incoherent — as 
well as a contradiction of all those 
warm words Grom John Major on car- 
ing, classlessness, compassion. 

Yet the same incoherence charge can 
be laid s^ainst Labour too. It is now a 
since its Social Justice Commis- 
sion (Borrie) was published but the 
party decided this week to have another 
six-month lo^ re-think. Borrie may, as 
a Labour insider noted this week, have 
been “good on analysis but poor on 
proposals” hut there is no simide quick- 
fix to welfare, as Borrie demonstrated. 
If there was one Big Idea, it would have 
been discovered years ago by the army 
of poverty policy-makers. What Labour 
needs to do is a Lilley in reverse: a 
gradual but radical reverse of the in- 
equalities generated by ministers, an 
inequality which has grown faster and 
further than in any comparable devel- 
oped state. Labour has still not res- 
ponded to Roy Hattersley's Summer 
criticism that it was becomii^ too pre- 
occupied with the problems of the 
middle classes at the expense of the 
needs of the disadvanta^ and dis- 
possed. Rethinking the unthinkable 
looks more like buying time than mak- 
ing policy. 


Nigeria and a bunch of thugs 

Swift and firm action is needed to save Ken Saro-Wiwa 


DEATH WAS THE outrag8<^ verdict 
on Ken Saro-Wiwa and his eight fellow- 
accused in Nigeria: now the generals 
have compounded the outrage by con- 
firming the sentence. They have done 
so with typical arrogance on the eve of 
the Commonwealth Confetmce. This 
timing may be of small consequence 
compared to the enormity of the deci- 
sion, but it shows the extent to which 
this bunch of thi^ believes it can get 
away, literally, with murder. Unfortu- 
nately they have been encours^ed in 
these expectations by the nodding and 
winkii^ connivance which has, for ex- 
ample, ensured that Britain continues 
to send arms to Nigeria in spite of EU 
sanctions adopted two years ago. 

Nigeria's cynical affront to the Heads 
of Government now gathering in Auck- 
land must be met by the toughest poss- 
ible response. If it were ever possible to 
finesse the issue General Abacha has 
now issued a challenge which, if 
ducked, will destroy the remaining 
spirit — or more — of the Common- 
ealth. The Nigerian dictator has de- 
prived the feeble-hearted of the excuse 
to argue that quiet pressure might be 
more effective as lo^ as the sentence is 
not confirmed. Cynically his tame mili- 
taz 7 council dedares its “complete sat- 
isfaction” with the tribunal — which it 
set up — and unanim ous acceptance of 
a verdict which it desired. Britain cites 
its leading role in the Commonwealth 
as one of the prime credentials for 
asserting a ^obal status: now it is time 
to lead. So far Britain’s response to the 


abuse of law in Ogoniland has been 
pathetic. The trial, though devoid of 
legality, has merely been described as 
“flaw^” After the death sentence was 
announced British officials shamefully 
predicted that the verdict would not 
“materially affect the situation” in 
Auckland. The generals have mc^oded 
tiiat feeble pretence. Mr Major mut- 
tered something on his way to the 
conference yesterday about joining the 
call for “swift action to deal with 
countries that break human rights stan- 
dards”. Swift action is indeed what is 
needed, but not just talk about it Nige- 
rian human rij^ts organisations — and 
Ken Saro-Wiwa Jnr in Auckland — 
have made a very simple proposal for 
effective action: to susp^d Nigeria 
fium Commonwealth meetiz^.,and im- 
pose fill] economic sanctions. That 
should be at the top of the agenda. 

If the (Commonwealth heads need a 
text on which to rely, they only have to 
consult the Harare Declaration which 
sets out a course for taking the Com- 
monwealth into the next century which 
they are pl^ed to implement This 
reaHlrms a basic principle set out more 
than 20 years ago: the Commonwealth 
gffirme individual's ri^t to partici- 
pate in ‘*fr flnrtin g the society in which 
he or she lives” by means of tree and 
democratic political processes. And it 
commits the oiganisation to work 
“with renewed v^ur” for its fiinda- 
m ental values. pTom John Major to 
Nelson Mandela. Nigeria is a challenge 
they cannot evade. 


The digital age of the satellite 

Remember the days when you could waich sport on TV? 


RUPERT Murdoch’s BSkyB is repor- 
tedly p lflTitiing a deal which will end the 
BBC's coverage of the Five Nations 
rugby diampionship. Earlier this week 
his FOx subsidiary was involved in a 
$1.7 billion contract to broadcast big 
haapban games in addition to American 
football, hockey and Ryder Cup golf. It 
Is ftftmmnniy b^eved that the eight 
“listed events” like the Cup Final and 
Wimbledon tennis are beyond Mr Mur- 
doch’s reach. Not so. They are only off 
limits to pay-by-view channels, not to 
subscription channels like BSkyB. 
Even his severest critics would admit 
fiiat Mr Murdoch, who lost huge sums 
in the early days, can’t be cast^ted for 
for making profits SOW. As he points 
out, any ofoer corporation is tree to bid 
against him. So tbaf s all right then. 

Not quite. Sure, the digital age will 
give BSkyB hundreds of c hann els with 
which to broadcast all Premia: Lee^e 
games at once. But this doesn’t mean 


fiiey have to scoop the fldd. When 
events formerly seen by well over ten 
million people are suddenly restricted 
to a fee-paying minority, then the utili- 
tarian principle of doing the greatest 
good for the greatest number is sus- 
pended at least until most homes have 
been convened to subscriber-TV. There 
are alternatives. Is it desirable that one 
company should have a near-monopoly 
of great sporting events? Why shouldn’t 
the BBC increase its £86.50 subscription 
(much lower than BSkyB’s) to bid 
against Murdoch to broadcast big sport- 
ing events firee to all? doesn't the 
Government add more events to the 
protected list as long as they have the 
potential to be broadcast to at least 
three quarters of the population? If 
nothing is done the lis^ events will 
soon become an endaz^red sp^es and 
the principles of universal mid afford- 
able access to the multimedia revolu- 
tion will be turned upside down. 



Letters to the Editor 


Rabin and the rabbis 


INGLED with pain at 
Yitzhak Rabin's ^ 
«a<sinaH<tn, I feel Out- 
rage at die self-rishteous bel- 
lig^nce of that nunority 
Israelis and Diaspora Jews 
who fezined the (Flidz- 
ers of hope, November Q. 

To put it bluntly. 1 find it 
hard to see them as Jews. By 
dnaWrng themselves in the 
Bible, by using fescist rheto- 
ric to describe Judea and 
Samaria as the “Jewish heart- 
land”, they have attempted to 
intimidate the majority of 
Jews, and literally got away 
with murder. 

But their zealotry is on^ 
one strand of Jewish tradi- 
tion. and one which many 
Jews refute. An braeli school- 
teacher recently refused to 
take his pupils to Masada be- 
cause he wants to offer them a 
better role model fbr today 
than heroic, mass suicide. A 
contemporary of the martyrs 
of Masada, Rabbi Johanan 
ben Zakkai. was spirited out 
of besieged Jerusalem and 
fouoded rabbinical Judaism, 
wife its inheritance dT coatin' 
ual reinterpretation, inquiry, 
questioning. 

This spiritual stzesm of 
Jewishness does not place ter- 
ritory above people. It's at 
least as valid as natiozialist 


hooliganism dressed in Old 
Testament clothing. 

Michael Enstow. 

Shepherds Wfn 
London N6. 

S TEVE BELL’S cartoon 
(November 7). depicting 
Rabin's wuer hand-in-hand 
xvlth Himmler, does nothing 
to hotp US understand the 
rntnrf of t-hw killer OT thOSB 

lUtA hrm Their ir^Baa ai© the 
exaggerated develapment of 
an intolerant ecdualvlst and 
messianic strand within Ju- 
daism. To be fair to Belt it is 
up to rabbis and not cartoon- 
ists to sort this out A heavy 
burden rests os tbeir 
shoulders. Sadly, many 
thodox rabbis in &ltain con- 
tributed to the demonisation 
of Rabin which prepared fiie 
for his assassin. It is high 
time that the leadership of the 
rabbinate openly condemned 
these preachers of hate. 

David CesaranL 
Somali Road, 

London NW2. 

do you say (Edito- 
VW rial, November Q that 
the Israeli state's ptac^ cf 
assassinating its enemies is 
“a dohious pr op o si tion both 
In tactical and moral terms”? 
No one can be in any serious 


doubt that such a practice is 
murder, illegal and regarded 
by most sane people as mor- 
ally wrong. Yxlzhak Rabin’s 
idUer will no doubt say that 
he acted to save IsraeL Rabin 
no doubt approved Fathi 
Shqaql's murder on the same 
basis, bn't it about time to 
doubt a bit less and condemn 
abitmore? 

John Spencer. 
Earlsfi^Road. 

London SW18. 

I T IS ironic that I, a Jorda' 
nian Arab, write to con- 
demn tiie assassination of 
Rabin. Whether they like it or 
DDL Israelis and Arabs are 
now nniipri by a new mutual 
bond: the future of the regioD. 
Yet Arabs and Israelis are 
also by a mutual 

threat reli^ous extremism. 
TaragiiK and Aiabs are sur- 
rounded by seas in wfaidh my- 
opic shar ks devouT liberal- 
mmded Arabs azul Jews, ff we 
as .lay dtiaeDS cannot cod- 
fixmt extremists' vile acts, we 
should at least distance our- 
selves foom their actions, 
^ysically and intellectually. 
Ln’ Avy Minwer Al-MnutwL 
LawDepartizient, 

London School of Economics. 
Houghton Street, 

London WC2A 2AE. 



Lice, damn lice and statistics 


Y DAUGHTERS attend 
an inner-London school 
(No kidding, November 8). 
Since noraery, tiiey have bad 
annual infestations of head 
lice for prolonged periods. 1 
have lo^ since ^ven up 
chemical treatinents. This 
was in part because of the 
PKiticldes they contain, but 
also because they simply do 
not work. Lice have devel- 
oped a resistance to these 
treatments which mecms tiiat 
no product gives a 100 per 
cent kill rate of lice and eggs 
^ a feet that must be known 
to manufacturers. 

With DO public-health edu- 
cation to co-ordinate “bug- 
busting” campaigns, and no 
eSbetive treatment, femittoa 
are left with the task of comb- 
ing and “nit picking” through 
eadi others' hair. I only wish 
we were imagining it 
Name and address sqppUed. 

T he Uce treatmeat, cari»- 
ryL was first syn^es'ised 
in 19S3 and reports about its 
carcinogenic effoets appeared 
in 1970. Other information 
about possible mutagenic. 


repraductive, neurological 
and hnrmroolQglral efibcb Of 
carbaryl has been available 
for at least a decade, ft seems 
strange that the new policy 
bad to be triggered by more 
evidence firom the manufiur- 
turers about earclnogemczty 
test in labs and z»t our 
regulators acting on estisting 
data and knowledge of data 


What will now happen to 
those agriculturaL borticnl- 
tural and public-bealtfa work- 
ers who still use cmbaryl on 
crops and for various pest- 
control purposes? 

In the US, data sheets on 
carbaryl indicate that the 
substance may cause muta- 
tioQs and may present repro- 
ductive hazards. Users there 
have some informed consent 
about which pesticides they 
dmose to purchase. At the 
very least similar labels 
should be attached here. 

(Dr) Andrew Wattersoo. 
Director, Centre for 
Occupational and 
Environmental Health Policy, 
De Montfort University, 
Leicester. 


Brussels 3, Guardian Euro-rebels 2 


I N THEIR thou^t-provo^ng 
and timely article (Winds 
over the West, November 2). 
Wffl Hutton and Martin Kettle 
argue the case fbr a new Euro- 
pean agenda and for putting 
aside the plan for a sh^e cur- 
rency. Like GQes Radice (Let- 
ters. November 8), 1 want the 
eaiiy admission of Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech R^iub- 
lie Into the EU. But they are 
right that this is not possible 
“without breaking the CAF' 
and that any surit at tem p ts 
will be fiercely resisted. 

The authors desmve to be 
congratulated, not scolded, ^ 
stating so boldly that “tlm cre- 
ation of a single currency t^ 
1999 with its oonverg en oe cri- 
teria needs to be put aside”. 
They are right to warn of the 
serious dangers of delation as 
a consequence of the pursuit 


of Maastricht goals. Whb 18 
million unemployed in 
Europe, public expenditure is 
being cut' taxes raised and 
borrowing reduced as all 
other policy goals are snl^' 
gated to die over-ridlDg con- 
cern to achieve the 3 per cent 
^ 60 per celt targets set out 
in MaastrichL Convergence at 
any cost could tear the very 
fobric cf our societies apart, ft 
is time we stopped ettfling de- 
bate with dc^teatic respuises 
and unquestioning acceptance 
of the received wisdom. 

Ift Hon Peter Shore MP. 
House of Commons, 

London SWIAQAA. 


Plesse indiide atull postal 
address, even on s-mstled 
felterv. and a dayrime tefephone 
number. Ws may edit letters for 
clarity and concision. 


The Starlight 
Express 

I FEAR a possible hidden 
agenda in Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s bid for Express 
Newspapers. Ownership of 
the Express inchides owner- 
ship of aU cqpyrigbt to Rupert 
Bev. Bearing In witnH tiie in- 
dignities heaped on Old'Pos- 
sum’s Book of PracttcaL Cate, 
can we expect Nutwood’s fin- 
est to fare any better? 
Whetoer it's to be Rupert 
Bean Superatar, Rupert and 
bis Amazing Yellow-and- 
Black Matrfifng Scarf And 
Trousers, or just simply 
Riqterff. I fiiinfc (as another 
former Express employee 
used to say) we should be told. 
John Porter. 

S ByroD Avenue, 

Sutton, Surrey SMl 8RA. 

Y OU refer (Jewels security 
in Hesettine sals. Novem-' 
ber 8) to Mr Heseltine’s 
£50,000 press <Acer. Is 
unusual, or will we be seeing 
repeated references to Mr 
Blair’s press agents pay? 
Peter Bottomley MP. 

House ofCommons, 

London SWIAOAA. 

I *M not interested in whether 
Itbe Guardian would have 
published Courtet's L’Ori- 
gine du Monde if it bad been a 
photograph (Letters, Novem- 
ber &xt 1 would be very 
interested to know if the De- 
velopment Officer for the 
Association of Muslim 
Schools finds something In- 
herently offensive about 
womens’ genitalia and if so, 
what? 

JeffWtils. 

Mayfield Road, 

London NB. 

Y our Diary (November 7) 
attempts to rel^ the con- 
aumptioD of beef to huznan 
health probl^ns relying on 
literary references: Sir 
Andrew Aguecheek’s belief 
that beef consumption “does 
barm to my wit”. But there Is 
also a counta>view supported 
by fee literature. 

Thus: “Give them great 
meals of beef and iron and 
Steel, they will eat like wolves 
and (ight like devils” CHenry 
V. in, UX And both Dickens — 
1 only know of two sorts of 
boys. Mealy boys and beef- 
faced boys" (Oliver Twist) — 
and Hairy Fielding (“Oh! The 
roast beef of Engjand. and old 
England’s roast beeT) are gen- 
erally on the side of Henry V. 
(Dr) Julian Wlvemon 
Ster Lediner in Animal Prodn, 
University of Nottingham, 
Lefoesterdiire LEl2 5RD. 


Ordtec scandal offers enough 
ammunition to hurt the minister 


T ogether with the 
Matrix Churchill trials, 
this latest episode involving 
directors of Ordtec (Lilley hid 
Iraqi arms guilt, November B) 
sh(^ Iter Govern- 

ment and fee self-proclaimed 
party of law and order to hold 
these principles in utter con- 
tend Mr Lilley will doubt- 
less tell us that dole cheats 
deserve to face the full rig- 
ours of the law. while minis- 
ters get a'way wife interfering 
wife ^ course of justice. 

The public have given up 
expKting ministers to do tiie 
decent thing , so perhaps the 
jud^ can call on them to ex- 
piate why they signed these 
Public Interest teununity Cer- 
tificates. If tiiey are not able to 
tevB a BatisiBctaty explana- 
tion. tbey should fece a fine, 
imprisonment, or both. 

(dir) Kevin F^ers. 
ffl Napier Road. 

Southsea, Porlsmoutb. 

Hants P052RA. 

D ouglas Hurd has 

cleared my conscience of 
any scruples 1 may have had 
about sui^lemmiting my In- 
come wife some part-time 
armed robbery. 

Fw in the 'wake of the Ord- 
tec appeal he told the nation’s 
TV audience that tiie Public 
Interest immunity certifi- 
cates signed by him and his 
then (^binet colleague Peter 
Lilley were irrelevant to fee 
orighial trial as tbey 
never actually been used. 
That seems to me Him a bank 
robber rieteUng tenocence be- 
cause be never actually fired 
tise gun be used in the hold- 
up. So, Douglas, it’s off to fee 
NatWeet for me. to take out a 
“permanent loan”. Know a 
good arm s dealer I could get a 
gun firom? 

MDce StailEe. 

Town Lane, 

Cbale Green, Isle of Wight 


IWONDBR whether the 
I much-delayed Scott Report 
will now be the subject of a 
Public-Interest Immunity 
(Tertificate. 

PhUMarahaU. 

32 Five Acres. 

Stoke Holy Crass. 

Norwich. Norfolk. 

I T NL^Y be time to seek niter- 
rtatlve ways in which advo- 
cacy in Parliament can legiti- 
mately take place (Tories 
routed on MPs' rules, Novem- 
ber 7). Replace the hereditno’ 
Lords with democratic.nUy 
selected representatives of 
the m£(}or testitutions. the 
trades unions, the profes- 
sions. the large charities/' ral- 
untaiy bodies and the com- 
mercial interest lobbies. As It 
would be these members' 
function to promote in Parlia- 
ment the bodies they repre- 
sent there would be little 
point in even thinking about 
recruiting Commons MPs to 
perform to task. 

Gordmi Holt. 

Jordans Place. 

May HUl. Glos GL17 ONL. 

ALAN DUNCAN (Arena. 
/"November B) desnves our 
gratitude for blowing the 
whistle on New Labour’s sor- 
did plans. A Parliament 
whose members receive a sal- 
ary paid for out cf taxpayers' 
mo^'. and who only have an 
obligation to respond to their 
constituents — this is creep- 
ing Stalinism. Only when the 
ranp of political products are 
subject to fee same require- 
mmits for competitive tender- 
ing as ofeer so«alled “public 
services” will Parliament be- 
come aware of to concerns of 
the real world. 

JHcqddn. 

Depaiiment of Politics, 
University of Durham, 

48 Old Elvet, 

Durham nui ai.^ 


Prayer in the community 


R ev ten Stubbs (Letters. 

November 8) seems a little 
muddled m his “radi^” ap- 
proacb to clergy pay. Flrstiy, 
the overwhelming majority of 
clergy are very much in- 
volved in fawrhtng , caring, ad- 
mteisbration end community 
work, as well as theologlsing 
and spiritual leade^iip; so 
his implied job description is 
seriously defective. A parish 
priest who did notiimg but 
lead and feeologlse wouldn't 
be wortii a stipend. 

Secondly, the convenient 
equation he makes — that a 
sense of vocation must equal 
voluntary work — is the sort 
of argument you might expect 


A Country Diary 


to bear than a Treasury min , 
ister. Ask to teachers, den- 
tists. doctors . . . need l go on^ 
Thirdly, the Idea tiiat doin§ 
th e ology is somehow not real 
work is deeply d^uessteg 
when it comes hum a feUow 
minister. 

Finally, Ian Stubbs’ Pan- 
glossian optimism demoral- 
ises me even more than the 
bishops' attempt to bring 
baric the clerical equivalent ol 
the National Dock Labour 
Board. 

(Rev) Dave Pole. 

St Helen’s V/carage, 
Gloucester Road. 

Alveston, 

Bristol BS12 2QT- 


WEXFORD, IRELAND: Here 
we were once again in Wee- 
ford for to annual Opera Fes- 
tival, enchanted by the sing- 
ing and the music, 
luxuriating In the rich agri- 
cultural land, the trees 
flushed and gilt in their dying 
colours, walking the narrow 
lanes where once tlte Vikings 
strode, sunlight everywhere 
in this giarious miiitees s of 
halcyon days. We walked fee 
grounds cf Johnstown Castle 
Gardens, past the three lakes 
and throu^ the woods atui i 
rem^befed my first walk as 
a ould along these same 
paths. We were driving when 
my mofeer (bom and reared 
in Wexfted 'Tbwn) said to my 
“Turn in here, 
srank, pointing to a high 
ornamental gateway. My 
law-abiding 
replied. “But it's private, if I 
a demesne.” "TTiafs all right 
iiJft *Wve in.” While my 
father chased us children 
through the woods, my 
mother strolled by a lak e 
Suddenly my tether stopped 
dead, murmuring, “Now 
we’re in trouble.” There my 
mother was talking to a 


white-haired old lady wj 
walking stick. My fal 
teing to lawyer he was 
risaged prosecution for 
pass. We quickly tidied 
selves and walked tow 
my mother and the e 
tody. My mother introd 
us, "This is liidy FTtznr 
ice-Fltzgerald.” (the own 
Castle and demesne). Lnti 
we went hack to the 
mother explained, “i ti 
S«re’d be no trouble bee 
there 5 such strong fei 
mnong Wexford people 
their sea captains and sa 
and especially for those 
your poor grandfather ( 
Laurance Harry 1 
phy). Lady Pitzraaurice 
gerald remembers y 
Erandtetor’s loss and 
given us permission to ' 
here whenever we like.*' 
we did walk there and 
to estate belongs to us, 
P^ple, given to us by 
fomily. I visited briefly ^ 
ford’s North Slob — Wild 
Reswe — and saw a 
ebard, cbestnut-beeded, " 
nlng” on the water surteC' 
a neat take-off. 

SARAH POY, 
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Diary 


Matthew Norrnai 


O NE of the dai^ers of a 
eelebrity marriage Is 
ending up with a 
laughable same. It is no co> 
incideiiee, for example, that 
Whoopee Goldberg never 
married the late Peter 
Culling; and the same 
threat plagues Mr Tony 
Blair in his relationdiip 
with the band Blur. Already 
nicloiamed Blair/Blnr on 
policy grounds by rtgbt- 
-nlng pundits, the prospect 
of becoming the double-bar- 
relled Tony Blair/Blur-Blur 
is not enticing. So I am in- 
trigued to learn that, in the 
summer; he was prepared 

to ignore tbe danger. In- 
deed, he even Invited the 
land's singer Damon Al- 
bam to a secret meeting at 
Westminster, to ask him to 
affiliate himMlf to the 
party. Marriage was likely 
ftHT a while. It seems, but 
then the passion suddenly 
fizzled out. Mr Albam is 
nowteUlng fiiends tbat he 
has gone off the proposal, 
desmUng an association 
with New Labonr as **a bit 
sad**. Pooir Mr Blair, 
spumed in love. 


O NE of countless ex- 
amples of my sane 
and rational filend 
Paul Johnson’s supernatu- 
ral prescience is his 1960s 
prediction that no &n of 
pop music would ever be- 
come a British poUtlcal 
leader. In the same book, 
he explained why. in 196^ a 
sexual revolution was in- 
conceivable. and why the 
1968 student uprising in 
Paris would change the 
s tru c ture of our society for- 
ever. That's the thing about 
Paul .. .he never gets it 
wrong. Take his last 
column in the Spectator. 
'^Colin Powell wiU make a 
fine president,'* it b^ins. 
It’s almost spooky. 


F rom the '’Chuckle” 
column of the screws* 
house jonmal Gate- 
lodge comes a story to 
warm Michael Hothod’s 
heart Jailers hate young, 
cocky, middle-class men. 
and one of these ~ whose 
father was “somethingin 
Fleet Street” — drove an 
official mad one night by 
continually ringing his cell 
bell Ibr spurioos reasons. 

As Chuckle narrates, even- 
toally ”the officer stormed 
In.and lifted the plebbyhis 
shirt fitmt severd inches 
off the ground. 'What do you 
want time?’ be seethed. 

want a shit.' screamed the 
spoiled brat.’ ‘You’ve 
f******found one.'* he 
retorted.” 


T he possibility tbat 
Chm^e Is mistaken, 
and tbat the mystery 
Fleet Street figure was not a 
father but a friend, brings 
to mind the fraudster Da- 
rius Guppy. His best friend 
is Boris the Jackal Johnson. 
As the Guardian reported 
yesterday. Guppy has be- 
come a MnsUm, and 1 am 
pleased today to explain 
why. nielinks between big- 
time boxing and crime are 
strong, and the Jackal was 
so moved by the prison con- 
version of Mike Tyson, an 
old pal. that he “persuaded” 
Darius to follow suit. As the 
Jaclml himself puts it: 
“Stands to reason. Squire.” 


I N today’s reading from 
the Book of the Month, 
we begin to see why Lord 
Wyatt’s 1976 classicThe Ex- 
ploits of Mr Saucy Squirrel 
\s vegazded by many as the 
single most i^uential po- 
litical tract since the war. 
Having bought his fancy 
waistcoat (and a bicycle). 

Mr Saucy Sqnirr^ wishes 

to buy his tree from land- 
owner Mr Wilberforce Waf- 
fle. It was this passage, of 
course, that gave Mrs 
Tliatcher. then in opposi- 
tion. the idea of bribing 
council-boose tenants to 
buy their homes. However, 
Mr Wilberforce Waffle re- 
fuses to sell. explaining: 
“Fm going to cut an those 
trees down.” Only yester- 
day , the Daily Mirror 
reported that Viscount 
Cranbome receives £41 ,000 
per ann«m from a govern- 
ment agency not to cut 
down his trees. For the ori- 
gins of this splendid policy, 
we need look no ftirtSter 
than Mr Saucy Squirrel. 


T remendous news of 
a breakti^o0i in the 
fi^t against crime 
comes from Haywards 
Heath, where policejoined 
store detectives last Satur- 
day for Operation Dunford, 
a blitz on shoplifting. Six 
special constables spent the 
entire day at various shops, 
and a grand total (d’no 
people at all were detained. 
“All in all.” san Sezgeant 
Alan Penibld, Sire consider 
ittobeasnccess.” 



No rest for the Judges 
under Blair & Co 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


L abour government 
will be good Cm: you. 
It vdll be good not Inst 
in what it does but 
what tt is. Labour govern- 
ment will be clean and pure. 
Governance, not just govern- 
ment, will enter a new age. So 
say Labour politicians, and 
really mean tL Since it 
seems very likely that the vot- 
ers have already decided, un- 
shiftably, to award them a 
term in cffice, this beckoning 
of a new poetical age, when 
ministers have no ftother 
need of the corrective ser- 
vices of judges and other ene- 
mies. the is a signifi- 
cant one. It could not have 
been made with credibility in 
Ihateherism’s first decade. 
Labour was dying, and the 
corpse was putrescent The 
Labour Party of Ken Unting- 
stone and Michael Foot, of 
Derek Hatton and even Neil 
Rintuick, reeked of double- 
deaUng, the currency of sur- 


vtvaL But now Labour is dif- 
ferent. \^en Jack Straw 
of the probi^ witii 
which Labour ministm and 
MPs will conduct their busi- 
ness. he can he marks 
for serious intentions. Labour 
people, by and large, are less 
coznplieated and more hon- 
ourable than Tories in their 
relations with the life we’re 

tajSdi^ about whidi is public 

life. *nie evidence unearthed 
during the Nolan debates 
makes that very dear. For 
reasons that go d^p into Brit- 
ain’s social and economic oil- 
ture, which would make as 
excellent subject for a doctor 
al thesis, private business has 
never had much in terest In 
employing Labour politicians 
in any capacity whatever, 
even if they've run the 
natianai ecohomy lather well. 
So Labour politicians simply 
e^iose themselves to fbwer ^ 
the tanptaticns tbat lie down 
one avenue of corruption.: 
which is the flnaneiai They 
have time to be good state ser- 
vants, because they have 
nothing else m be. 

Tony Blair, moreover, is a I 
living repudiation of corrcp- j 
ti(m of every kind. He exudes i 
an indecent decency. He also 
has not lost his . innocence. 
When be speaks fbr the high- 
est standards, and for dean- 
ing out the Tory stables, and j 
for a new char^ of honesty | 


in ^^fficnment, he carries the 
rfaetorfcal force of one who 
has not yet lived or seen 
enough to know how idalis- 
tic such ambitions are. His in- 
dictment of ministers whose 
hangs on the Sc^ report 
sounds as thou^ it comes 
from someone tido believes it 
inconceivable that a Labour 
ministec wUl ever be caught 
in a similar situation. The 
stern pieties with which 
Labour speakers greet the 
weekly, sometimes daily, 
cases of ministers being over- 
tamed tv the courts fbr one 
legal aror or asmther suggest 
a party entirely confident tbat 
It will avoid the same mis- 
t^es, which happen, in any 
case, solely because Tory 
ministers are venal, power- 
m^ fanatics. 

Among the people who will 
be pleased to hear about this 
dawning age of a proper pdit- 
Ical correctness are the 
judges. Tory ministers have 
kept the judges exceedingly 
busy, to conduct by 

them or their dvil servants 
that has led to the growth of 
judicial review by teo times 
or more. The Judges have be- 
come a power in the land, out 
of aO recognition compared 
with their reclusive unimpor- 
tance 20 yean ago. In the tab- 
loid xxess, they qualbV for the 
attention once paid to the lit- 
tle Hitters of Isunbeth Cotm- 


cil. But. contrary to the 
received wisdom, most judges 
do not want this power. They 
mistrust h. Broi^t up at a 
time when jud^, in the 
English tradition, were per- 
sons unknown, they are more 
comfmtable with a role that 
does not perpetually take 
them into the political arena. 

How and why they^m been 
dragged there is a story close 
to the biographical heart of 
tbe 16 Tory years. But most of 
the judges I know, mduding 
senior ones who’ve work^ 
tize most damage on tbe Tbty 
GovenuUent, would prefer it 
otherwise. One senses that 
some. ‘ Of the ccmucopia of 
cases successltilly brought 
agais^ ministers owe their 
deelsioas to ^ judge’s belief 
— perhaps subconscious, per- 
haps even not — that tbe min- 
ist^ has bttn in power too 
long and grown unacnis- 
tamM to the cheeks and bal- 
ances of which he must now 
be made aware. The sense of 
the bench as Her A^esty's 
cantankerous opposition 18X1*1 
my conceit so much as the ju- 
dieiazy’s own apprehensioii. 

Under Labour, therefore, the 
Judges look fbward to a quieter 
life. Many welccmed the reac- 
tionary lecture which the Lord 
QmnceUor :^esumptive. Lord 
Irvine cf lairg, gave the other 
day. arguing Agwtnat what he 
caSed “judidal supfremadsm”. 
Judges want a Labour govtfs- 
ment bemuse, amcBsg ofoer 
things, they might then be 
relieved of tbe need to court 
any temptatioaL lord Ir- 
vine wants quieter judges be- 
cause he is about to becccoe a 
minister, and his fiitnre col- 
leagues will not relish judicial 

These shared ambitions are 
wmxyisg. Maybe my sample 
of judges is -wnATi anrf unrep- 
resentative. What is not dis- 
putable is the overwhelming 
pressure Labour will experi- 


ence to act like the Tories 
whom they now condemn. 
After maybe 18 years in oppo- 
sition, free to refine their pu- 
rity into substance of ever 
greater superiority, the clo- 
ven hoof of office will 
descend. 

The transition is already 
noticeable. Labour is prepar- 
ing for power by strengthen- 
ing the bold of future minis- 
ters on it. Hard-headed 
cynicism is tbe necessary ce- 
ment of esecutive Ufe, and the 
leadership is begiinilng to ex- 
hibit it. Gordon Brown’s 
refrisal to permit any public 
spending promises may be 
actfog out a valid disciplhiary 
code. Mr Straw himself is per- 
haps a more revealing case. 
Never a wild enthusiast for 
the constitutional refonn pro- 
gramme he’s supposed to be 
in charge of. to which the 
party is inestricaUy commit- 
ted, he gave a lecture this 
week which appeared to 
begte slow-timing tbe agenda. 
With regionalism already 
dead moreover, how far can 
Labour really be counted on 
to relinquish, the oentiaUsed 
accretions of power which 
soclaUam was bom to exer- 
cise. and wturti foe party will 
Inherit in ample pleititude 
from the Thatcherite years? 

Under Labour, there win be 
dubious arms sates and fbllen 
ministers, brtdcm laws and 
vicious tuxf-battles. The ma- 
chine will have its own mo- 
mentum. gOL'eming as rutte 
tessly as it can. Having, like 
Tory ministers, the best of in- 
tentions. their Labour succes- 
sors will find it imposslMe to 
comprehend why anyone 
should stop them. Under 
labour, in other words, Mr 
Blair will be relieved of sanc- 
tity. axxi power will woric its 
jnexorable corruptions. So for 
tbe judges, too, the laws (rfna- 
ture will not change. They 
wimt be free to go to sle^. 




Send in the think-tanks 


Peter Hennessy argues that 
Labour must start planning now 
for government, to avoid the 
sort of bombshell that 
rocked Harold Wilson in 1 964 


T he HISTORIAN’S 
craft should root 
him or her to foe 
past The fitture is 
another country. 
But 1 am haunted by a Frid^ 
afternoon in the spring cf 
1997. Id that prohibited futur- 
ology lobe ci my brain there 
is locked a bttt^weet image 
of Tony Blair, fresh from 
“kissing hands” with (be 
Queen, flashing his teefo and 
a wen-rehearsed spontaneity 
to foe cameras outside No 10 
Downing Street., then disap- 
p^ring inside foe most fam- 
ous door in politics to find 
two things — a really stretch- 
ing inheritance and an instru- 
ment (/ state (by which I 
mean both systems and 
people) hardened by what 
Har^ Nioolson onoe called 
! “foe gig flnHff pressures of his- 
tory” but not necessarily 
for the task irf'transfor- 
matiai Mr Blair win have 
prondsed foe elecfawste to 
underteke. 

Tte second image I have. ' 
which takes shape in my le- 
gitimate historian's bbe, is of i 
Friday. October 16^ 3964. .Bm i 
Callage's memory of that | 
particular Labour inheri- 
tance remained as fresh as 
■paSiA when Philip Whitehead 
and I asked him about it over 
20 years Utter fbr our (3haimel 
4 programme on Cabinet gov- 
ernment, All The Prime Min- 
ister's Men. “When I arrived 
in the Chancellor's dining 
room at No ll in 1964,” he told 
us, “there was a tome on the 
table literally two inches 
thick vfoich was my briefr 
fitxn dficials who had pre- 
pared them daring the gen- 
eral election: They began; ‘We 
gr^ foe Chancellor and wel- 
come him- We have to record 
foere will probably be a defi- 
cit of £7S0 million in the bal- 
ance of payments.”' 

I found that file at the Pub- 
lic Record Office this montii. 
Lord Callaghan is almost 


word perfect except that the 
figure was, by the standards 
of tboae days, an even more 
r-hiniHg one at £800 million. 
And tucked away at foe back 

.Htti f’.aillag'haTi did 

cot mention) was a section, on 
wbat some in the new Wilson 
, Cabinet of 1964 called *the 
I Great Unmentionable” — de- 
I valuation. “Of all foe expedi- 
I eats for dealing with a d^cit 
I in the balance of payments.” 
the Treasury told idm, “de- 
I valuation is flie most drastic. 
Circumstances are conceiv- 
able in wlticb we might have 
little or no option; but it 
should be an important object 
of policy to avoid alloi^g 
such a situation to arise.” 

The {bUowing morning Cal- 
laghan met Wilson and 
(temfge Brown in the Cabinet 
Room. They ruled out devalu- 
ation before the civil servants 
came hi to take a note at foe 
first Cabinet committee meet- 
ing cf foat Government on 
economic afikirs so that tbe 
dreaded D-wotd did not ap- 
pear in the minutes (it 
doesn’t). Some have claim^ 
that by llam on tbe morning 
of Saturday, October 17. 1964, 
the fote of tbe first Wilson 
government was already 
sealed thanks to the taipcssi- 
blli^ of keeping tbe pound at 
$2.80. 

Mr Blair's little group on 
that shining Saturday morn- 
ing in 1997 will be fbfoktwg 
about a flrating rather than a 
fSx^ eseifaanee rate, but ofoer 
kfndg of gj^moess will be 
Ivoking in the bcIMb White- 
hall will have piepared for 
foe changeover. From nest 
January, hfr Blair and his 
shadows be able to con- 
sult ^ permanent secretary 
les about the machhiery of 
gove rnment indteating any 
nhangBB they might wish to 
make in the dire^on of pol- 
icy. But iaich chats are ontya 
minor part of foe preparation 
the Leader of the Oi^ition 


and his colleagues will need 
to undertake if the cold 
douche of mlity is not to 
numb their post-election 
euphoria. 

B I were Tony Blair I would 
make reducing the scope and 
sweepof foat shock a and 

constant priority between 
DOW and election day — that 
and foe creatfon cf the kzad of 
human and procedural capa- 
bilities Labour will seed if it 
is not to Jive through a late 
1890s version cf those mid-to- 
late 1960s disappointments 
and setbacks. The Britiata po- 
litical s^tem, quite apart 
fr om tile Labour Party iteelL 
cannot risk the centre-left al- 
temative being tainted once 
more (and perhaps perma- 
nently) by the stain of drift 
and mcmnpetenca 

So bow should such a strat- 
egy of initial shock avoidance 
and sustained competence 


lytical and practical RAD 
Bb^ of election day will 
repay every pound spent 
many times Over when the 
bone-tiring slog of govem- 
ment begins to drain preetec- 
tlon aspirations of their 
vitality. 

A reality audit is not syn- 
onymous with doomwatch- 
ing. The possibilities fter bene- 
ficial change exist even 
within existing economic 
restraints. Some of the more 
austere Whitehall techni- 
cians, for admtf that 

there is ^uine scope frv 
creative rejigging within the 
current £260 billion of public 
expenditure. Though when- 
ever tbat figure is cited I 
titink of anofoer one — foe 
£303 billion tbat crosses foe 
foreigD exchanges in Lmidon 
alcme in a sln^e day — a 
picture of financial volatility 
that would mwkp even veter- 


lation is an avowed "inner 
cabinet" consisting cf tile FM, 
tbe obvious indispensable 
heavyweights, plus those 
ministers who chair tbe 
standing Cabinet committees 
the PM delegates to others. 

I would call it tbe Cabinet’s 
Strategic Poli^ Coanmittee 
and tt would look something 
like tiiis: Prime Minister; For- 
eign Secretary; CbaneeMor of 
the Exchequer; Home Secre- 
tary; Defence Secretary; plus 
up to three (p^erab^ two) 
other senior nunistecs. 

its papers and minutes 
were made available to tiie 
frill Cabinet cf 20-plus minis- 
ters and regular reports were 
mate to tte Weekly Cabixwt 
meeting, Effectiveness and co- 
herence could be reconciled 
wlfo consultation and cctUeo- 
tive responsibility. 

Allied to these purposes, 
each Cabinet minister should 
be allowed a Prench-style cab- 
inet in tile fbem of an en- 
hanced Private Office up to 
e^bt; half career Civil Ser- 
vice, half-irr^ular with a 
teavening of outside ex- 
perts as opposed fo piflitical 
fixers of the usual spedal- 
adviser type. If new Labour 
ministers should feel uneasy 
with foe Civil Servitt they 
iifoerit (some shadows are 
convinced there has been po- 
liticisation, I am not), 

such a cabinet could help save 
those fears. 

Finally Mr Blair should 
confront the occupational dis- 
ease thM has afflicted every 
set of Cabinet minister foat 
has occupied the Cabinet 
Room since 1939 — overload. 
If Mr Blair came in with both 
detmrminaticm, a true sense of 
file strat^c and foe mea- 
sures to and keep Itaink- 
ling space in foe cf gov- 
ernance, be will increase file 
chances of those ghastly pres- 
sures of history and inheri- 
tance being tackled and made 
that bit more manageable. 


Peter Hennessy, Professor of 
Contemporary History at Queen 
Mary & WestReld College, 
London, has recently publlshad 
The Hidden Wiring (Gollancz, 
£17.9^. Ihls Is an extract from 
Tony Blair And Preparing For 
Power, to be delivered tomorrow 
to the Maidstone & Weald 
CensStueney Labour ParW- 
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Tbe estimated deficit ibr 1964 was to grow to £600 million 


treafter be organised? 
Ite ap^ from any mam^ 
nt or “bow to be a minis- 
” sessions Labour shadows 
^ be put through, there 
ids to be a tough, compa^* 
aslve and regularly 
3at^ audit of rsality pre- 
-ed Ibr Mr Blair and his 
l^gnes by what one might 
! a think-tank-in-waiting, 
y well-intentioned and 

U-heeled Labour sympa- 
sers would be well advised 
rfgn their tdieques hypothe- 
ed to such a specific pur- 
ie. Such intellectual, ana- 


ans of the IMF autumn crisis 
of I976bleseb. 

two on my preparing- 
for-government agmuia would 
be a serious look at the me- 
dianics of Cabinet govern- 
ment The trick is to be 
effective within the collective. 
The answer. I think, is not 
“overlords” (senior ministers 
with co-ordinating rather 
fhgTi tepartmeital responsi- 
bilities). premierab^ 
have their tri^ side, e^^ 
daily fbr numbtf ones like 
Tony Blair with strong lead- 
ership Impolses. The best so- 


You just can’t 
avoid those 
sexual politics 



Natasha Walter 


C ONSERVATIVE wom- 
en don’t really like 
feminism, right? Con- 
servative women would like 
to see wives back in foe home, 
right? Wrong. Previously un- 
published statistics from a 
Mori poll , in June show that 
support for faminigm is mucb 
the same among Conservative 
and Labour voters. Among fe- 
male Conservative voters, 21 
per thought that femi- 
nism had been good for 
women but not for men; 
flTn p n g labour women, that 
figure was 24 per cent Among 
Conservative voters. 51 per 
cent thou ght femintem had, 
been good for both wmneh 
and men: while among 
Labour voters, only 47 per 
cent agreed. 

So supqport fbr feminism 
and the changes it has 
brought is a solid reality 
among Conservative women. 
althoug h it remains almost 
invisUte. D^ite titis su]^»ri 
among their electorate, indi- 
vidual women who are both 
Conservative and feminist 
feel isolated and misrepre- 
sented by a culture that de- 
nies the compatibility of the 
two creeds. 

Are the two incompatible? 
Angela Rumbold has said: ‘T 
am a feminist and a real Con- 
servative." Teresa Gorman 
dEStribes the House of Ccon- 
mons as “a fectory for boring 
men" and- has spdcen out. 
vividly and angrily, against 
her party’s tradftianaUst rhet- 
oric on tim family. When she 
was last Employment Secre- 
tary, in 1933, Gillian Shep- 
hard drew attention to the 
“shock statistics" of women’s 
low achievement at work: 
Sheph^ has been called a 
“sensible feminief. Fiona 
Driscoll, file corrent chair cf 
tile 300 Group, whose aim is 
to get more women into Fa)> 
liamm t, ]s a Strong Conserva- 
tive supporter. “Fbixunism is 
associated with the loony 
left.” she baa said sadly. But 
she still calls herself a femi- 
nist There is a mainstream, 
populist feminism tbat 
crosses political boundaries. 

The otiaer, altogether more 
crampon, view of Conserva- 
tive women is canstently teinr 
forced by documentaries like 
last Diet’s BBC2 Modern 
Times programme, Tory 
Wives, in which ranks of 
beauQfel middte-aged women, 
wifo tiieir blonde higbli^ts 
and rictus smiles on display, 
talked about the art of staying 
in the badtground. But one or 
two woe dear^si^ited about 
tbe fetHwga of that culture: 
‘"Their k^Bhy to a system foat 
makm tiiem and their femilies 
victims is rather puztiing," 


said one. Lady Vanessa Han- 
nam. This sj'stem. in which 
parlianentajy candidates are 
chosen by lo<^ selection com- 
mittees who see a traditional 
wife as part of the package, 
consistently fails to select fe- 
male MPs. No woman has >-et 
been selected to fight n safe 
seat at the nest election for 

foe Conservatives. The local 

party associations may be 
dominated b>' wixnen. but 
they are clearly out cf step 
with the wider Conservative 
electofrate. 

At the same time the mas- 
culine culture of foe part>' at 
Westminster becomes ever 
more exaggerated. There are 
no female whips in the Con- 
servative Partj’, although the 
whips’ office is seen .is a fiist 
stream for rising MPs. Blair's 
front bench now fields 19 
women, whereas Mnior's has 
only 10. 

This unyielding masculin- 
ity mtQ’ contribute to many 
years in the wilderness for 
foe Toi^ after tiie next elec- 
tion. Judging from sel^tiom 
that have already been made, 
and aggiiniiTig a six per cent 
swing to Labour, Labour 
could then have more than 
100 women MPs and the Con- 
servative Party just a doaea. 
The party has niialudged if it 
thinka this is a minoT prob- 
lem. The unbalance wiU en- 
courage voters even more to 
see ConsKvatives as part cf 
an outdated, sleaae-rldden es- 
tablishment with no interest 
in questioning the ways in 
vrtiich members get and keep 
power. 

I S THERE any absolute 
reason why Conservatives 
cannot spe^ the language 
of feminism? In Ifoitain, femi- 
nism and socialism are often 
seen as inseparable. But 1 
think we should be clear tiiat 
feminism and socialism are 
two separate dmices. Many 
Conservative voters cleer^ 
believe that already. If we 
strip feminism down to its 
core values, its belief in 
equality of opportunity and 
personal freedom fbr women, 
it is possible to combine that 
with Conservatism. It is cmly 
when we make further 
choices about how tbat equal- 
ity is Ix^ achieved that we 
we must take a party- 
political path. 

Socialists may then ar^ 
tor tiie miniPTuro wage, in- 
creased state support for 
single mothers, quotas fbr fe- 
male candidatBS. But a Con- 
servative feminist miritt hon- 
estly believe tbat women’s 
employmoit prospects may 
be blighted by tbe first mea- 
sure, or that single motbets 
shm^ not just replace depen- 
dence on mm wifo d^ien- 
dence on the state, or tbat 
quotas will only lay a veneer 
of equality on a culture that 
tiiould be (foanged by convic- 
tion. After a Conservative de- 
feat, we will bear more and 
more from those who are try- 
ing to make foose bridges and 
compromises in an efibrt to 
win back the female sui^ort 
they are so carelessly throw- 
ing away now. 



I- 














10 OBITUARIES 


Neil Blaney 


Arms and the man 
from Donegal 



EIL BLANEY, 
"Father of the 
Dail”, who has 
died aged 73. 
remained as un- 
compromising an Irish repub- 
lican as on the day he first 
entered politics In 1948. Sinn 
Fein has lost an important 
fiiend in the parliament it has 
only in last HorgHa for- 
mally recognised. Ele Inher- 
ited his Other’s Don^al seat 
and was returned as a Fianna 
Pan deputy until his 1971 es- 
pulsion from the party. 

Last year, Blan^ said be 
had oxfiy entered politics 
fbUowlng a death-bed promise 
to his feOier, a veteran of the 
Irish independence stru^e, 

nrwt tWa north amfl partition 
remained the themes of the 
son’s political career. His con- 
stituency Tnaphin^ — ‘‘the 
Donegal mafia" — was envied 
throuifaout tbe republic 

In 1957, Blaney became 
posts and teilegnydis minister 
in Eaniftn de Valera’s last gov- 
erament, movii^ on to local 
government a nd * *’t^**" agricul- 
ture and fineries. But it will 
be fbr his controversial in- 
volvement in file lYoobles 
from 1969 for which be will be 
best remembered. In Decsn- 
ber of that year he told a 
Denial dinnCT: “If a situation 
were fr> arise in the Six 
Counties In srtiich die people 
who do not succumb to tbe 
Unionist r^ime were tmder 
sustained and murderous as- 
sault as the Taoiseach 

said on August 13, we ‘cannot 
fitand idly by*-.- The Fianna 
Fail party has never taken a 
decision to rule out the use of 
force if the circumstances of 


the Six Counties so demand.’’ 
Five mouths later, Blaney, 
Charles Haugbey and three 
others were sensationally dis- 
missed from the cabinet by 
the then Taoiseach, Jack 
Lynch, and charged with con- 
spiracy to import arms. In his 
resignation speech, during a 
stormy debate, he insisted: *T 
have run no guns, 1 have prev 
cured no . guns, and I have 
provided money to pay fbr no 
guns.” He received a hero’s 
welcome home. Many na- 

tionalists travelled from file 
north to greet him and he hdd 
the crowds be was pledged to 
adiieve Fianna Fall’s “pri- 
mary aim c£ the reunification 
of ttiift land of OUTS”. 

He dedared: “1 am Fianna 
Fkil, I’ve always been Fianna 
Fail, I hope to continue being 
Fianna FaiL” It was not to be. 
Ihe diatges against him were 
dropped atki his 0040cnsed 
were acquitted, but I^mch ex- 
pdled from the party, 
partly due to tbe two men’s 
deep enmity. Mr Blaney had 
refined to sun>ort the Taoi- 
seach m a vote of confidence. 
After the a^iinst Charies 
Haughey Lynch made 
no s e cre t o£ the Ihct tiiat he 
believed they were guilty, teS- 
ing repo rt ers: “No one can 
deny there was attempt to 

import anna iiia pTiy Blaney 
was involved too.” 

The former minister res- 
ponded by tellfaig the Specta- 
tor rng gaginer *T feel a greater 
kinship with a protestant 
from Antrim thaw I do with a 
Catholic from Cork ... I don't 
necessarily mean Jack 
Lynch.’’ He held on to his seat 
ibr “Independent Fianna Fail 


Republican Party’*, but the 
crisis eni^ his ascent of file 
ministerial ladd^. 

He vocally supported fiie 
republican strode in North- 
ern Ireland. “Ctve dielter to 
fiiose who come te you. give 
thwm aid and money and any- 
thing else fiiat mi^ be useftil 
to fhem," be u^ed a 1971 
demonstration in Letter- 
kamy. “Let the people vrtio 
are carrying on the stniggle in 
the Six Counties know you are 
with tiiem.*' 


Blaney: *1 speak as 
a Donegal man, an 
Ulsterman, a child 
of the civil war, the 
sonofanlRAman* 


During the FaDdands War. 
be berated the British when 
they sought European back- 
ing. “You are the people who 
talk so glibly about your con- 
cern far human ri^its. The 
basic iinwian right is denied in 
Ireland over the generations, 
over the centuries ^ that of 
self-deteniiination. We are 
ocaq;>ied, we are partitioned 
and you are the people who 
are doing it and peipetratiog 
it your medicine whm 
you are getting it*’ 

He opposed tbe 1985 An^ 
Irish Agreement claiming 
that T^widmi and D uMfn were 
only interested In restricting 
IRA violence, “at tbe same 
tiwifl i gnoring the tn«eHhitinna1 
violence of our oeciQuets in 


file iKuth. TUs agreement will 
create more violence, not 
Iess» it" He was ri^t ^ file 
death ton <T»mhttd as loyalist 
pgi yntUtarj es >io«itnn siOrB 
a^ve. 

Blaney was a member of the 
British-Irish Inter-Pariiatnen- 
tary Body and of tbe Forum 
for Peace and Reconciliation, 
the assembly eet iqi by Albert 
Reynolds to bring Sfrm Fein In 
fi'am the political cold 
following the IRA ceasefire 
September 1994. In his Forum 
speeches last year he was out 
of step with the majority of 
speakers in h^ reeolutely aH- 
Irelaod approach. He spe^ 
a gatngt the IRA having to dis- 
arm unilaterally. ^’Do we want 
to find ourselves back in 1969 
again when, there was nobody 
had arms of any kind to pro- 
tect file nationalists who were 
wadecsiee^ 

He- wasn't gghawiAd of fhe 
fari tha t be sounded old-fash- 
loned in an age \riien the term 
“agreed Irdmd" has become 
papular. ‘1 speak as a Doxif^al 
tnaw and an TTlghwman , a 

child of partition, a nhtid of 
the civil war, the son of an 
IRA man and a Cuminan na 
mBan mother, and a person 
who was reared on Fianna 
^11 unto I parted with them 
or they part^ witii me. I do 
not believe there can or ever 
win be real peace in this 
country until we are on the 
road to an undivided oountxy 
and people.” 


Daidd Sherraek 


Nell Blaney, politician, born 
October 29, 192% died November 
a, 1995 
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Terry Hawridns 


Neil Blaney leaves conrt on bail after being charged with conspiracy to import arms 


Letter 


Robert Keys writes: I was sur- 
prised to find no mention 
being made of the opera fay 
Brian Easdale (obituary, Octo- 
ber 3D, The Sleeping Chil- 
dren, which was produced by 
tbe EngLista Opera Group 
around 1950. The libretto was 
by ’Tyrone Guthrie, and I 
acted as repetiteur on its 
preparation and rehearsaL As 
1 recall, it had a reasonably 
good reception for a contem- 
porary opera, and a first by 
Its composer. Somehow it has 
faded into file shadows, as did 
Brian fbr some time. I ^cy it 
was never published, which 
may explain vrtiy it is not 
mention^ in opera dictio- 
naries. 1 returned the manu- 
script score from which Z 
woited and so have no musi- 
cal record of it though I have 
often wished that I could read 
it again and perhaps use some 
of the material in concerts. It 
should be mentioned in any 
list of works by the composer 
and 1 am sorry it was missed 
out In file obituary. 


Another Day 


Nmanbera. 1915: Wheal drive 
across this country. ' with 
autumn failing rusfiing to 
pieces. I am so sad, for my 
country, for this great wave of 
civilisattoo.' 2000 years, which 
Is now collapsing, that it is 
hard to live. So much beauty 
and pathos of old things pass- 
ing away and no new things 
coming tills house [Garsing- 
ttml — it is England — my 
God, it breaks my soul — their 
Bingiand, these shafted win- 
dows, the elm trees, the blue 
distance — the past, the great 
past, crumbling dawn, break- 
ing down, not under the force 
of the coming bfrds, butundes: 
tbe wei^ of many exhausted 
yellow leaves, that drift 
ovw the lawn, and over the 
pond, like file soktios, passing 
away, intD xntw: and the daikr 
ness of winter — no, I can’t 
bear it. For the winter 
stretdies ahead, where all vi- 
sion is lost and all memory 
dies out Letters of DHLaw- 
fence, Bottemann, 2332. 


Oliver Harrington 


Black humour at home and in exile 


O LIVER Harrington, 
the Afr'ican-Ametl- 
can cartoo n ist and 
writer who spent 
nearly half his Ufb in Bast 
Germany, has died x^ied 88 in 
Beriin. He was bom in New 
York, the ritiw of an African 
American father from North 
Carolina and a Jewish mofiier 
from Poland. At his South 
Bronx sAool, he was one of 
only two blade boys in his 
class, and began to draw cari- 
catures as a means of dealing 
wifii racism. After leaving 
school in 1929, he moved to 
Harlem, took a room at the 
YMCA and studied at the 
National Acadany of Design. 
He emerged as an artist dvir- 
ing the Hariem Renaisstmee, 
beaming friends vritb writers 
such as Ama Bontaxqw. Wal- 
lace Thurman. Rudolph 
Fisher, and, in particular, 
Langston Holies. 

He b^an to get commis- 
sions ibr cartows from the 
Baltimore Afixi-American and 
the New York Amsterdam 
News, fbr which newspaper, 
in he created Bootsie. 
This petulant, disreputable 
character soon became a fix- 
ture in file black press, frmo- 
tiouing as a social and racial 
critic very much like Lang- 
ston Humes’s down-to-earth, 
no-nonsense character Jesse 
B Semple. “Ollle” Harrington 
continued with the adven- 
tures of Bootsie for 30 years, 
publishing an anthology, 
Bootsie And Others, in 1958. 

Hb then studied at the Yale 
University School of Fine 
Arts, while »*»iigmg a living as 
a prolific contributor of car- 
toons to African American 
newspapers, mostly the Balti- 
more Afro-American and the 
Pittsbuzgh Courira: — which 
ran his series, Boop. about 
the mishaps of a smiJl black 
child. Yet his best-known 
comic strip was about Boot- 
sie, the stout bald and musta- 
chioed black man. It became 
so famous that when Orson 


Welles sug^sted that a young 
black actor call himself Boot- 
sie Washington, it spelled his 
immediate success as a comic 
dramatist 

Harrington’s first fUB-time 
job was as director of Rever- 
end Adam Clayton Powell's 
People’s Voice, which fea- 
tured bis cartoons, hi the 
newspaper’s first issue, in 
1942. Harrington appears both 
as the authw of a Bootsie 
cartoon and tbe powerful U- 
lustrator of a serialised 
reprint of Richard Wright’s 
acclaimed novel. Native Son. 

During file second world 


war, Harrington, was sent fay 
fim Courier as a war corre- 
spondent with the all-black 
332nd Fighter Squadron that 
served in North Africa and in 
Qaly. There be could take a 
measure of the level of dis- 
crimination practised in the 
armed fteoes and of the com- 
Iriexlties of racism on the in- 
ternatioiial scene. 

Be returned to the US, hut, 
like Richard Wrl^t after his 
initial 1946 sojouTU in Paris, 
he found it harder to bear file 
daily dlsvimination. He cru- 
sad^ against America’s insti- 
tutionalised racism as direc- 



A Harrington original: *PoctorJefilrins. before yon read us 
your paper on inter-stellar gravitational tendons in 
tbemio-nnclear propulsioii, would you sing os a eplrttoal?' 


tor of public relatims fbr fiie 
National Association fbr the 
Advancement of Colored 
Peoples In the south until the 
end of 1947, publicly scqtport- 
ing lefiwing leaders like Ben- 
jamin Davis and WEB Du- 
Bois. hi tbe meantime, bis 
illustrations for EUen Ttory’s 
children's book. The Run- 
away Elephant, won him an 
awaiti. As red-baiting in- 
creased, he exiled hirn.self in 
Frmce before the McCarthy 
witriihunts began. In Paris, 
lu took art courses at fiie 
Academie de la Grande Chan- 
midre while deriving his in- 
come mostly from sports and 
editorial cartoons for the Cou- 
rier and the Defiender. He be- 
came one of the cultural stars 
among the group of black ex- 
patriates who met at tbe Cafe 
Toumon. Novelist Chester 
Himes remembered kmi as 
the beet racmiteur there azid a 
ladies' favourite. More impor- 
tantly, he became Richard 
Wrist's closest friend. 

Wright died suddenly in 
November 1960, and, shortly 
after, Harrington travelled to 
East Berlin, accepting an 
offar to illustrate a series of 
American literary classics. 
Trapped h^hinri the Berlin 
Wall, he chose to live and 
work in East Germany, sel- 
dom leaving tbe country. He 
married Helma Richter, an 
economist who bore him a 
son. In February 1992, how- 
ever, he was warmly greeted 
at a Paris conference on 
"African Americans and 
Eurape", when a plaque com- 
zxmmoratlng Richard Wright 
was unveil^ 

Harrington contributed 
nine essays to the ooUection 
Why I Left America And 
Other Essays (University 
Press of Mlssissippt 1994). 
Two of them deal with the 
and emsequeuces of 
Richard Wrist's expatria- 
tion and deafin The Last Days 
Of Richard Wright a long 
obitnary written fbr Bbosy in 


1961. and The Mysterious 
DeaA Of Richard Wright 
(Daily World. 1977), which 
raised unanswered questions 
and reinforced the rumour 
fiiat Wrtebt might have been 
poisoned by the CIA because 
of his Marxist views and “un- 
American" activities. 

Of great interest to fiie cul- 
tural historian is Qie central 
essay of the book. Look Home- 
ward Baby. This discerning 
and inspired piece on home 
and expatriation is comple- 
mented by Why I Left Amer^ 
ica. wbidi provides details on 
his career and European 
years. The range and excel- 
lence of Oliver Harrington’s 
satirical and artistic talent 
appear in over a hundred of 
1^ works in the impressive 
Walter O Evans collection of 
African-American art, and 
reproduced in Dark Lau^ter. 
The Setiric Art Of OlDe W 
Barrhigton (1994). 

His humorous and editorial 
cartoons deal with antagonis- 
tic social situations — the 
oj^osttioD between black and 
white, rich and poor, opiy o a 
sor and oppre sse d. If Haning- 
ton's humour of the forties 
and fifties is akin to file “sig- 


nify^’ of Hughes's Simple 
stories, bis more recent satire 
reflected all the political bit- 
terness usually associated 
with the great leftwing illus- 
trators during the Great 
Depression. 

His outrage at racism in tbe 
US and aU over the world 
stemmed from a deep sense of 
moral outrage. A tempered 
political artist, constantly in- 
volved In file black liberation 
struggle, be is an important 
figure in SOfix-century Ameri- 
can expressive culture. 

Harrington latterly 
received some attention due 
to his adiievements as a 
major comic artist who 
slowly but surely takes bis 
^ace among recognised “clas- 
sics". One would welcome a 
foil-length biography of a 
man who was not only fiuu- 
ous by association but who 
will remain in history as a 
ooDsumniate artist a per^ 
ceptive witness to our chang- 
ing world. 


ISehel Fabre 


Oliver Wendell Harrington, car- 
toonist, bom February 14. 1912; 
died November 2, 1995 


Birthdays 


Spiro Agnew, former US 
vice-president, 77; ^nneth 
Ashton, former NV3 leader, 
70; David Barrie, director. 
National Art Collections 
Fund. 42; Lord Brabonme, 
televisaaD and Ritr> producer, 
71; David Constant cricket 
umpire. 54; Bryan Davies, 
Labour MP, 56; Karen 
Dotrice, actress, 40; George 
Duncan, chairman, ffiggs and 
Hm. 62; Lou Ferrigno, actor, 
^ Ronald Harwood, novel- 
ist playwright 61; Satfaarine 
Hepbom. actress. 86; Henry 
Hbgger, High Commissioner 
to Namibia, 47; Alistair 


Horne, military bistman, 70; 
Prof lenan Hughes, paedia- 
trician, 51: Hedy Lamarr, ac- 
tress. 82; Hugh Leonard, 
playwric^t, 69: Roger 

McGoogb, poet 58: Dame 
Kathleen Raven, former 
chitf nursing officer. DHSS. 
85; Stella Richman, televi- 
sion producer. 73; Tony Slab 
tery, writer and actor, 36; 
Donald Trelfbrd. former edi- 
ta*. tbe Observer. 58; Dessa 
Trevisan. journalist, 71; 
Marina Warner, writer and 
critic, 49; Lord Wolfoon of 
Sunningdale, chairman. 
Next 59. 


A loving 
friend of 
theatre 


T erry hawkins. who 

has died nged emm* 
down from York Univer- 
sity in 1972 to his famlty’5 
greengrocery and fish shop in 
Shipston-on-Stour. knowing 
he wanted to go into the 
theatre. He was no good as an 
actor, so it would have to be 
administration. He would be 
willing to start by selling ice- 
creams. He wn^ to many 
theatres. Two replied. One 
was the Manchester Litaury 
Theatre, which was produc- 
ing. by a ixDcess cf cellular 
ffivisi^ a clone. He was 
taken on as front of house 
manager at fiie Fonun. Wyth- 
enshawe. Eighteen months 
later, the Library Theatre’s 
general manager moved on. 
With continuity so important, 
it seemi^ wise to promote foe 
wian on the spot At 24, Haw- 
kins became general manager, 
responsible for both theatres; 
he was Britain’s yout^est 
theatre manager. 

He had a gift for friendship 
apd made friends in Wythen- 
shawe whom he kept for the 
rest of his lifo: they formed a 
network across the theatres of 
the north. The process contin- 
ued when, in 1978. he went to 
the Duke’s Playliouse. Lancas- 
ter. first with Howard Llo^fi- 
Lewis as artirtic director, then 
David Thayer, From 1982-90 
he was administrator of the 
Oxford Stage Company, then 
joined ’Ihacker a^n at the 
Young Vie just in time to 
launch the campaign to save 
it. In 1992 he was recruited by 
the Arts Council as a drama 

Terry had been involved 
with theatres and theatre 
people for almost 20 years. He 
eruo>'ed his Arts Council job. 
but nex’er believed that admin- 
istration was good in Itself «- 
or. in spite of the business 
vocabulary he was now 
required to use. that running 
a fiieatre hod much to do with 
business. He endured the in- 
doctrination, and was sent on 
a feadciship course in which 
he was required to fit pieces of 
tc«ether into anxropri- 
atdy managerial sha^, but 
he kept his Integrity. When- 
ever be found theatres and 
theatre people being sold 
down the riVer for administra- 
five coaveotence. he was not 
above deUvering to bis own 
organisation a swift and sur 
re^tlous kidc in the groin. 

1 have an tm^ of him 
which I diall always dmish. 
It is a Saturday morning in- 
the shopping precinct in 
Wythensbawe a^ Terry is 
moving urgently among tbe 
bemused shoppers — all 
strangers to bi™ — handing 
out complimentary tUfaets for 
Waiting Fbr (fodot because be 
cannot bear the actors having 
to ploy to empty seats. 

'That image encapsulates 
him. He loved actnx, stage 
management, directors, writ- 
ers, audiences, pla^, the 
sm^ of stale sweat backstage, 
Che tBosion and fiie release cf 
tenstao. He loved fiie fiieatre, 
and by his deafii the theatre 
has lost a lover. 


John P oinen 


Terry Hawkins, theatre adminis- 
trator, bom February 9, 1950; 
died October 8, 1995 


Memorial Services 

LORD HO« OF THE HMaSL KT PC. 
TtMn wlH to AM Mwnotl l 
Londan • A SarwM of ThuifcMMna fer tta 
Uf» of Urd Henw of Ito Mrwl Mifta toU 
tn WMKUmtw Abbgr at lt.30a.in, on Mon* 
ttt. 22nd January. Tnou wWiino lo atond 
ara aakad lo apeay In witifig. andoaina a 
atBRipad aMranaa envalopa. to Uta Ka- 
ran Koanark a Gmai Winehaaiar Straet 
London. eC2P 2AX TlekaiB mil to poatad 
on an Januanr. 

EdMwrgh - A Swvlea of ThankHUvina lor 
llw LHa at Lnrd Horn* el Ito HtoS MU to 
halo In St GKaa* CaOwclrBl, Tto Royal 
Mjo. Edjnbwgh m Mp^, eh Oaeamtor. 
19SS Bi llajn. No DcAeta raqwiwl. 
WAfOiOK. et Oaoilray, MA, Principal 
(1071 • 1008). A Mwnoriei S«r^ wloto 
ImH ml ZOOpm on Satiaday. M Decombor. 
In Ito IMvnnIJy Chiircli ol SLiluy ito 
Virgin Oxlora RairaBhniBrtt «UI to pro- 
vided m itie DMnftir Sdnoi sttv the Sor- 
vica but due la the restrldod taara. admia- 
alon «Hii to ty Ockirt only. Ranaa apply to 
Conlaranon Saeretary, Hortterd 

"n 4nnounc«maR taiocbona 


Jackdaw 



Goodbye again 

IT WAS September 20 ... I 
know that because my MOT 
ran out on the 21sL We’ve 
been together a Kmgtime, 
this car and I, and you get a 
frmny feeling about MOTs at 
our stage of lifo: not premoni- 
tions, ^efiy —forebodings 
perhaps. We've visited a few 
rivers tog^er in our 
136,000 mUes omd not a few of 
them have bem in the hills of 
the Welsh border and west 

So in the last few days of the 
trout season, we took tbe 
road west one more time .. . 

A footbrid^ at the end of 
the meadow carried the track 
across the Clywedc^ It is as 
tasty a piece of mountain 


riv^ as you could wi^ Tlie 
water was rusting down over 
a bed of haM gr^ slate in 
vertical ridges across tbe 

stream. This makes for inters 

afiting wading. We stood on 
the bridge and looked for any 
tnovement offishinthesvies 
of pools upstream. In vain. 
Flies there were — smalL pale 
upwinged jobs, popping off 
tbe surface to fly laboriously 
into the trees that fringe file 
banks. But not a sign offish. 

I tried a dry-fly . hoping to 
drag something up to tbe sur- 
face Nothing. Th4m have to 
be trout in wat^ like this: 
cool, fast and lots of it. with 
deep pools and runs beneath 

ovg riianging trecs.Itisanun- 
land trout’s pazndise ... on 
file second or third trot down 
a de^lsh run the dry-fly 
the rod lifted arid a 
heavy fish surged off up- 
stream, attadied to the 
nymph. That first fish from 
tombiing Clywedog was a 
corker. A short, deep fish 
with the elegant head of a 
mature trout. Perhaps the 
handsomest trout of the sea- 
son and one ounce short of a 
pound. And that was it. A 
fish on the th ird or fourth cast 


and then not a sniff for file 
next three hours. 

We trudged back to the car. 
baffled and defeated, and 
brewed coffee. It was sudi a 
familiar scene. TheEellyket- 
tie belching steam and smoke 
in the afternoon stinli^t the 
old maroon wagon back open 
andawash with tackle and 
sandwich wrappings . . . 

The days dwindle dotm to a 
precious few: Jon Bterk 
autumn tn Trout & Salmon 

Black issues 

• CAPPUCCINO Cream, 

Soft Honey, spicy Amber, 
Tawny. Mocha Caramel, 
Toasted Almond, Warm Cop- 
per, Brome Glow. Soft Sable, 
Rich Mahogany — Cover Giri 
mak&up shades. 

• Police officer continuous 
filing — the Sacramento 
Police Department is seeking 
ambitious men and women 
who desire to build a worth- 
while career in law-enforce- 
ment . . . minimum qualifica- 
tions [include] no felony drug 
use as an adult United ^tes 
citizen . . . must reside within 
35 air miles within one year 
ofappointmenL 


• Black boohs galore! Ftease 
be our guest at any one of 
these three enridii]^ events. 

• Before Washington had a 
subway it had an under- 
ground railroad . . .the Wash- 
ington DC African-American 
histteical attractions guide 
... a pilgrimage to the burial 
vaults fiiat sheltered escaped 
slaves on the road to fr^etfom. 

• It’saboutfeelingsandlet- 
ting them fly . It's full cf the 
reasons we love and reach 
and cry. It’s a voice, a vision 
that b^gs us laughing and 
rememboing and loving 
together. Mahogany greeting 
cards. If s what needs to be 
said — Mahoguy, a celebra- 
tion of African-American cul- 
ture... 

• Kraft Foods salutes his- 
torically black colte^ — "I 
came here to find tr^tion 
but I brou^t some with me 
just in case” (cartons of Jello. 
Miracle Whip, Maxwell 
House coffee). 

• Central Intelligence 
Agency — the ultimate over- 
seas career. To quality you 
must have. . .strong inter- 
personal skills, the abitity to 
write clearly and accurately 
and a burning Interest in in- 


teniational affairs . ..dAen- 
courages applications from 
men and women of every 
racial g»ri ethnic background 
— ire represent America and 
we want to be representative 
of America. 

The magazine for /{fricanr 
Americans, Ebony, isSOand 
celebrates with pieces by Presi- 
dents, at’Presidents ondBiU 
Cosby: but this seleabn qffrs 
ads says even more 

Reader, I didn’t 

A FLAN began to form in 
Tania's mi^ If Chris saw 
how beautiful she looked in a 
wedding dress, he couldn’t 

fail to in love with hte* 

Next day, she spent all morn- 
ing tzyi^ on wedding 
dresses at a local shop. Even- 
tually, she chose one ... it 
cost her nearly £300, but it 
was worth it to win him back 
... The next step was to ar- 
rant the car and hire a pho- 
tographer. She found num- 
in Yellow Pages and 
booked them ... The day be- 
fore Chris's wedding [to 
Elaine], Tania madesure 
everyth mg was r^^’. She 
double-checked she’d got the 


right church, and laid out tbe. 
dr^. . .Ifae next morning, 
there was SO much to do. 
Tania put on her make-up 
with extra care. As she 
stuped into her ^rgeous 
dress, she was so excited. 
“This win be the happiest day 
of my life,” she told bers^ 
twirling in front of the mirror 
. . . Taniafolt wond^fril. driv- 
ing to tbe church. She felt like 
she was going to a ball .. . 
Tania hid behind a shed In 
tbe graveyard until everyone 



bad filed in. Then she walked 
regally into the church. It was 
filled with guests. She felt a 
tap on her shoulder and 
turned around to see two ush- 
ers standing there. *T think 
you’ve got the wrong wed- 
ding,” the taller one whis- 
pered. “This one's started. 
You'll have to leave” . . , They 
led her out of the church and 
left her on the porch. “He was 
meant to ma^ me," she 
sobbed angrily as she stag- 
gered away fr^ the chunfa. 
“How could he be so cruel?” 
FnmC/uitmc^azine’s£S00 
Aty TYueSiory, headlined 
“Your W^e'sA Cow—l(’sMe 
YouLove” Only it wasn’t 

Lucifer rising 

IN DEMANDING a cultural 
conversation about evil, 
Andrew [Dellmco. author of 
The Death rfSatan] wants to 
broaden the revival of moral 
concern in contemporary po- 
litical discourse . . . Delbai^ 
Is an odd and reluctant advo- 
cate for the Devil. He is an 
academic, is Jewish and iden- 
tifies With “secular liberal- 
ism" . . . "The idea of evil." he 
insists, is something “on 


whidi the health of Society 
depends. We have on obUga- 
tlon to name evil and oppose 
it in ours^ves as well as in 
others.” This view, he readil: 
acknowledges, tuns counter 

to the moral relativism of sec 
ular intellectuals, who hold 
that evil exists in the eye of 
the beholder. It ai ^ runs 
afoul of the poetmodernist 
tendency in higher education 
to explain all the formula- 
tions of good and evil as au- 
thoritarian and repressive 
categories impost by a soci* 
ety’snilingcaste . . . “My 
dear brothers," warned the 
French poet Charles Baude- 
laire more than a century 
ogo, “never forget when you 
the pn^rass of the 
Enli^tennient praised, that 
the Devil’s cleverest ploy Is u 
persuade you that he doesn’t 
exist." 

Comeback, Satan, we need 
yoUfjhmaBaosiDeekessay. 

E-niail Jackdaw or 
}o*^hdaw<itguartUttn.coMk.: 
foxQm-n34S68; Jackdaw, 
TheGuardian, llSFarrtng- 
don RoodL London £C/A 3£R 
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Swalec again comes under attack from fellow utility company • Takeover Panel forces statement i Notebook 
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Welsh Water in power bid 


Simon Beavis 

and Nicholas Bannistor 


W ELSH Water 
yesterday 
joined the elec> 
tricity bid 
frenzy when it 
was fbrced to adinit It was 
hack on the tail of South 
Wales Electricity and coold 
make an offer c£ around £900 
million. *nie privatised water 
comi^ny first trumpeted 
beno^ of cross-utdiiy mei^ 
ers fbur years ago — only to 
be foiled by government re> 
strictions. 

Welsh Water was yesterday 
forced Oie Takeover Panel 
to make a Stock Exchange 


Vosper to axe 
500 jobs if it 
failstowin 
MoD contract 

ChrleBanie 

VHE Southampton-based. 

I warship builder Vosper | 
Thontycroft warned yester> | 
day that 500 Jol» wiU be axed 
next year tml^ it wins a con- 
tntct from the Ministry of De> 
fooce to build three Type 23 
frigates. 

Announcing an 11 per cent 
hike in pre-tax profits for the 
half-year to £1L4 million on 
turnover of £114 million 
diainnan Lord Wakeham. the 
former Cabinet minister, s£^ 
the MoD was ^pected to 
award the contract befcso die 
end of the year. 

Vosper would have to axe 
150 temporary employees and 
350 frill-time staff from its 
3.000-strcoig workforce if it 
loses the work to its rival. 
GEC’s Yarrow yard on the 
Clyde. 

Some 100 contractors have 
already been laid off in foe 
last two months as the com- 
pany completes steel weak on 
export contracts. 

Altfaou^ Vosper special- 
ises in building smaller ves- 
sels. managii^ director Mar- 
tin Jay said the yard’s 
capability in large sh^ con- 
struction had teem demon- 
strated by Its - success on 
stretched Type 42s. Price was 
now the issue in the T^rpe 23 
bid. 


statement declariog Its inten- 
tions after an unusually 
sharp rise in Swalec’s share 
price yesterday and a corre-, 
^Nnuling dramatic dip in the 
w ater company's shax^ 

WW said it was arawWiitip 
the case for mafciTig an ofikr 
for Swalec, and foat any offer 
would be in foe regiem of 
£lQ.2a Analysts insisted it 
could be forced to pay consid- 
erably more — and face fierce 
competition from abroad, 

, mainly fresn the DS. 

.WW b^an building a stake 
in Swalec foe day. after foe 
power company was priva- 
tised in 198^ and rqieatedly 
. pushed for a merger with ite 
neighbour. 

After rebuffs Welsh Water 


was e^tually forced to sell 
its 14^ per cent stake in 19^ 
making a profit of £17 mlllioo. 

A spokeswoman saM the 
stake was sold then “because 
we came under pressure tram 
the market It was affecting 
our share price. People felt at 
the tune foat it was an area 
we should not te in and that 
it was a n unwise stake." 

WW's belated move Ite one 
of only five power companies 
not in foe process of being re- 
opened under new manage- 
ment came on the day that 
North West Water officially 
took control of Norweb, creat- 
^ a north western vmsion 
its original dream. Andxtco- 
incidea with interim -profits 
from a Scottish Power bask- 


ing in self congratulation hav- 
ing taken control of Manweb, 
another power group foat 
Welsh Water had run the 

slide rule over. 

The City reacted to WW^ 
announcement with some- 
thing of a guilkw, pushing 
Swalec's shares up ?Qp to 
£10.54. ThecGonpany might 
hold of Swalec but definitely 
not at this price, was the view. 
It m^t even have to epend ' 
£L40 a share more to I 
match foe sort of prices behig ' 
paid for RECs and more sW ' 
since the companies are fest 
I gaining a sort c£ scarcity 
value, analysts said 
I Analy^ were also scenting 
I a bid battle with a number cf 
US utilities identified as po- 


tential combatants — lead by 
Houston Industries, one of foe 
thwarted bidda s for N orweb. 

The logic that'WW qtelt all ' 
those years ago is now being 
rehearsed almost daily. It is 
that there are cost savings to 
be mate — puticularly in 
headquarters and in key ser- 
vices like billing and metm: 
reading ~ by bringing two 
utilities together. 

Donna Lury, water analyst 
at Nikko Europe, said that 
four years ago Welsh Water 
did analysed where cost sav- 
ings at Swalec could be made. 
’T have no doubt they oould 
strip out costs pietly quickly. 
But the fundamental is 
whether acquisition is foe 
best way to achieve savings." 


Scottish Power — which 
reported a 3.9 per cent rise in 
first half pre-tax profits to £128 
milUou ~ revealed tint !ten- 
web axed nearly 800 staff in 
August and Septembm' to try 
to pay for its unsnecessfol bid 
defence. Ihe Scottish group is 
likely to outline Airfoer cuts 
and savings in Januaxy. 

Much will depe nd o n the 
City's view of the WW man- 
agement. The top manage- 
ment team responsible for the 
original Swalec investme n t 
and othK* unsuecessfhl diver- 
sifications, such as hotels, 
was replaced last year. 

Yes terday’s 30p collapse in 
WW’s share price to 72^ was 
hardly a vote of confidence, 
one broker said. 
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Pension cash ‘used to 
shore up ailing firm’ 


BA chief calls for 
Heathrow growth 


' PHCrrOGRAPHTALEXMACNAUGHTON 


South Africa 
prepares for 


Bank gives up in 
fight with Clarke 


Paid Murphy 


A lmost £ 250.000 of pen- 
sion money was used to 
shore up Bullers, a 
mini-conglomerate run by 
former St^ Exchange offical 
David Cunnin^iam, accord- 
ing to a confidence report car- 
ried out by accountants Grant 
Thornton. 

Administrative costs and 
overheads at foe firm, whose 
interests ranged from post- 
production woxk for the film 
Industry to a fir^laoe sup- 
plier, appeared "to be out of 
controV’ with the group's 
head office lacking “contixd 
and awareness of events.” 

A leaked'draft of the report 
— which was commissioned 
by Bandays Bank, who findly 
called receivers in to Bolters 
last month — paints a picture 
of a company suffering acute 
cashflow problems since 
early this year, vidfo Bullers 
b^^ing to fkn into arrears 
with tax and VAT payment 
just montha after last Novem- 
ber’s “rescue" refinancing. 


Withdrawals finm foe pen^ 
Sion fund went back IS 
xnoafhs. ' 

• Grant Ihomton concluded 
that an immediate cash injec- 
tion of £3.5 million would 
have been required to save 
the company. 

Mr PHnnmghani insisted 
y^terday that drafts of foe 
report circulating in the City 
bad been superceded by later 
versions of Grant Thornton’s 
investl^tion. He pointed out 
that personal loans he 
received from the company, 
etted the accountants, had 
been cteared by shareholders. 
But he declined to comment 
furfoer. 

When rumours surround- 
ing' BulteES’ pension flmd first 
began to stirfece in Septem- 
ber, Mr Cunningham stated 
that any alterations to the 
fond had been proper and 
above board. 

The draft report states that 
Grant Tbomton felt Boilers' 
management were "unable to 
resolve the conmany*s diffi- 
culties and have not exercised 
proper oigaiusational and fi- 


nancial controls in the recent 
past" 

Mulling over altanatives to 
recelversh^ such as raising 
new working capital, the ac- 
counts note that as Bullets 
"has raised and used some 
£4.7 milliOD. of fonds in recent 
years and still not improved 
its trading and cashflow posi- 
tion, we do not consider this 
to be a realistic proposition". 

In its . dytog teys, wifo . 
Bullers having many ai its 
cheques bounced and credi- 
tors clamouring for paymoxt, 
the group also feced numer- 
ous court actions, wifo Grant 
Thornton estimating legal 
Hahilitiaa at ClOSC tO £500 JWO. 

Money was withdrawn 
frxuu the i«ngiftn fond as fer 
back as June 1994. Some 
£232.000 would have been 
required to top up the IbzkL 

Scot Barnes, one of the frro 
Grant Thomtoin partners ap- 
pointed as receivers in mid- 
October, declined to com- 
ment However, as wifo all 
receiverships, he will be pre- 
paring a r^Hxrt for the De- 
partn^t of Trade & Industiy. 


Keith Harper 
Tranaport Edfter 

S OME 12.5 million 
extra passengers a 
year would be able to 
use Heathrow’s new Termi- 
' nal 5 if the Government ap- 
proves the project, Sir 
Colin MarshaH, British Air- 
ways chairman, fold the 
public inquiry investigat- 
ing the plan yesterday. 

Sir Colin said that ap- 
proval would enable BA to 
increase the number of pas- 
sengers finm the currmit 
28.5 million to 56-miIUon a 
year. It would also be able 
to increase its staff by 
7,000. 

The inquiry, which is al- 
ready three winmtha behind 
schedule and may not fin- 
ish until late next year, was 
also told by Sir Colin that 
Heathrow was at the centre 
of BA’s ^bal plans. It 
could not survive without a 
successful pifncipal hub hi 
the UK and Heathrow was 
its only realistic option. | 


London’s role as an inter- 
national business centre 
and foitain’s position as 
the world’s leading air 
transport nation would be 
damaged if the fifth termi- 
nal was turned down. With- 
out it, many passengets 
would by-pass London or 
the UK, iwairiwg their con- 
nections or trips into 
Europe via continental 
airports. 

]£» was convinced that ex- 
pansion at Gatwick was not 
an alternative. It- had the 
disadvantages of greater 
distance, time and cost for 
most passengers frxxm the 
main mwkets in foe Sonth- 
east, and was iiiwitad by a 
gin^e runway. The best way 
ahead for Gatwick was the 
tevelopment of a “smaller, 
complementary network.*’ 

But Nic Ferriday, a 
spokesman for Friaods of 
the Earth, attacked Sir Col- 
in finr rcffosing to offer the 
prospect of limits either on 
Heathrow expansion or re- 
lated activitlM such as road 
building or service areas. 


T he Jobannesbu]^ Stock 
Exchange yesterday em- 
barked on a radical reform 

pmBraTHTtift degignad tft trana. 

form it into an totop p a^wnai 
equity market — a South Afri- 
can Big Bang just two years 
after the ending aparfoeid, 
writes Mark Mibier. 

The shake-up has opened 
the dow to foreign and corpo- 
rate membership ct foe ex- 
change. Automated screen- 
based trading is due to b^in 
in Marrii and a rolling settle- 
ment programme will' be 
phased in over the next two 
years. 

The Johannesburg ex- 
change is ranked as the larg- 
est emerging country .stock 
market and foe tPintb fe the 
world by value, though on 
turnover terms it ranks a 
lowly 27fo. 

That is a l^apy of South Af- 
rica’s years in isolation and 
its regime of exchan^ ctm- 
tfols, which have locked the 
institutional cash flow into 
I fite dcuniKitte uuuket wifo h> 
vestors tending to buy any 
sbar» on <^er and^foen 
hanging on to them, restrict- 
ing the market’s liquidity. 



Edited by 
Alex Brummer 

I T IS thejob of central banks 
to take away the punchbowl 
just as foe par^ gets going. 
The Bank cf has 

proved reasonably good at 
this — at foe first whiff of in- 
flation. the call for base rate 
rises goes oat And foe sooner 
the better, as Eddie George 
put it earlier this yean "A 
stitch in time saves nine." 

But the Bank’s reactions in 
foe opposite direction are 
sluge^l^ to put it kindly. 
Now, the punchbowl needs to 
be brought bade — and pronto 
— if the few remaining party 
guests are not to drift oSl 
The Inflation Report 
seemed to recognise this. Of 
nine recent pieces oi eco- 
nomic news cited, ei^t ap- 
pear to support the ease of the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry and Institute of Direc- 
tors fte a rate cuL 
Evm the money simply — 
tq> until now the only indica- 
tor signallb^ inflation ahead 
— is growing more slowly. 

> Labour demand has stalled, 
export growfo has peaked, foe 
pound has risen, the GDP has 
i slowed, the rate of average 
earnings has dipped and 
input eased. 

Retail prices have edged up, 
but even the Bank admits fom 
tags on seasonal food are 
largely to blame. And no one 
needs reminding that the con- 
struction industry is officially 
in recession, business confl- ; 
dence is foiOowing consumer 
sentiment into tiie doldrums, 
and investment is stuck 
firmly behind expectations. 

tiien is the Bank refus- 
ing even to countenance mon- 
etary easing? It is supposed to 
be geared to hitting the Gov- 
erarnent's target of keeping 
inflation below 2.5 per cent' 
However, to 'be consistent, the 
Bank should actite^ have 
stuck to its stand for dearer 
borrowing, given that the 
report expects inflatinw to be 
"Just above" 2.5 per cent in 
two years' time. 

But Governor Eddie George 
knows a “no" when he hears 
it awd he has, many times, 
from Kenneth Clarke. In- 
stead, the Bank is sitting 
firmly on the fence. The 
report is juudent enou^ for 
Mr George to say 'T told you 
so” shouM prices take efi, but 
not so deflationary to attract 
more onwelcome ' criticism 
from industry. Thus the Bank 
haa implicitly band ed over 
respcmsibility to Mr Clarke. 


Welsh champions 

A nd then there were 
four. At this terte stage in 
the bidding war for the 
regional electricity compa- 
nies, it is almost certainly too 
late to hope for any nffigiat 
scrutiny of foe economic 
benefits/oosts of reorganising 
<»e of our basic industries 
simply on the basis of price. 

The attitude appears to he: 
never mind about the fitness 
of the new prqpr i eteib, don't 
worry about the comp^tion . 
Issues arising frtm vertical | 
integratUm between power I 


companies and distributors, 
and forget the complexities (tf 
regulation when a water and 
electricity utility are merged. 

If the Government, through 
Trade Secretary Ian Lang, 
were to become involv'ed now, 
it would mean opening a Pan- 
dora’s box of issues ranging 
from the underpricing of the 
electricit>’ companies at pri- 
vatisation. to the giveaway of 
foe National Grid at birth. 

-No doubt an effecth’e case 
can be made in favour of 
some of these mergers. The 
likdy £1 billion bid Welsh 
Water for South Wales Elec- 
tricity is case in point 

Thi^ who have watched 
Welsh Water squander frmds 
on its problematical non-regu- 
lated businesses, like the ex^- 
neering concern Acer, will no 
doubt welcome the solid earn- 
ings flow from Swalec. It 
co^d also be argued that the 
merger is an important step in 
giving foe principality a 
strong regional economic base 
of its own. This would be a 
rare chance ite' Wales to have 
its own national champion. 

However, there are a num- 
ber of other questions which 
need to be asked about this 
transaction. Welsh Water 
may have the sum- 

mer dzou^t better than some 
of the other water supply 
compaoi^ Nevertheless, it 
was never intended that its 
endowment from the Govan- 
j ment should be for a 
buy^ 5pree: it was inteuded 
for investment in improving 
supplies and bringing up 
slud^ dearance to EU-wide 
standards. 

There Is, frustratingly, li^ 
tie passion about any of this 
any loni^. The 4.7 per cent 
rise in Swalec's share price 
which eventually forced an' 
announcement is another 
manifestation of regulatory 
sloppiness. Throughout the 
utilities saga, foe stock mar- 
ket has been tiie scene cf un- 
seemly speculation, presum- 
ably bas^ on a degree of 
inside information. But as yet 
the public has had no reassur- 
ance that orderly markets 
rule. 


Sparkling price 


T he diamond-price in- 
crease announced by foe 
De Beers sales monopoly 
can be r^ both as a sign ^ 
confidence and as an admis- 
sion that the world gemstone 
market is split between the 
depressed masses and a new 
overdass c^resslvely cqki- 
sumingtop-quaU^ spariders. 

First, the confidence: any 
price rise, at a time when 
super-delicate negotiations 
are under way to persuade 
Russia to rmew its member- 
ship of tile De Bee» carteL 
suggests that talks are pro- 
ceeding ratiief more promis- 
ingly thaw many nwnimpfit a- 
tmrs would have ns believe. 

Wme the chaps in Hatton 
Garden genuinely to believe 
that tile world's second-larg- 
est producer would, some 
time next year, be out of the 
cartel and dumping millions 
of doUars-worth of stones on 
foe market, they would 
hardly have posted a 5 per 
cent price increase. 

But the feet that, unlike 
larevious rises, this one ap- 
plies only .to diamfwiHa cf 2 
carats and above indicates 
that recovery in demand is 
concentrated among the 
worldwide supeMich; a 2- 
carat stone is rare, and the 
vast majority of diamonds are 
smaller than this. 


TOURIST HATES — BANK SELLS 


Australia a04 
Austria 1&15 
B^un44A) 
Canada 1065 
^pras 170 
Daninwl(S43 
PMand&05 


Pranea7.46 
Germany 2.im 
Gre8oe384Jia 
Hong Kong llOe 
India 5442 
Ireland QJ6 
IVBBIA76 


Italy 2.470 
Malta' 05425 
Msihwianda 1445 
rtow Zealand 137. 
Norway 165 
Portugal 230.00 
Saul Arabia sao 


Singapore 119 
South AMca 5.55 
Spall W.W 
Sweden 10.44 
S«6zartaiiM.74 
Turinv 71251 
USA 1,545 


Supptfad hy Mafldaar Swit (wtgluebig (ndlw and Imefl iMkeg. 
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12 FINANCE AND ECONOMICS 

Inquiry asks if boom-bust frightens off firms or ‘hurdle rates’ are too high 


CBI to learn from Germans 


Larry ElBott 

Eccmomies Editor 


T he Confederation of 
British Industry is to 
conduct a firesh in- 
quiry into short- 
termism amid grow- 
ing concern that the UK’s 
poor investment record is 
linked to the structure of the 
financial system. 

As one of his first acts since 
joining the empkqrers' organi- 
sation, Adair Turner, the 
CBFs director-general, has or- 
dered an investi^tjon into 
the striking differences be- 
ftveen the Investment deci- 


sJous of British and German 
firms. The studj’. which is ex- 
pected to be completed by the 
spring, will question the Gov- 
ernment’s view that the sole 
barrier to higher investment 
has been the volatility of the 
UK economy in recent de- 
cades, with firms Ari^tened 
off by the virulence of the 
boom-bust cycle. 

‘’That view ma}’ be true, but 
it merits further thinking." 
Mr Turner told the Guardian. 
"Macroeconomic stability is a 
necessary condition for in- 
x'estmenL Tlie question is 
whether it is sufQcient." 

The last time the CBI 
looked into short-termism. at 


the start of the current de- 
cade, it concluded there was 
no fkilure of the City to back 
industry. However, the take- 
over of Rover by BMW has 
reopened die debate, with 
British managers contrasting 
tlie long-term view of projects 
taken by their new German 
owners to the short pay-back 
periods and high returns de- 
manded on investment when 
the company was under do- 
mestic controL 
Mr Turner said the CBI 
study, which will call on his 
old firm McKinsey for assis- 
tance, would look explicitly at 
German and British-owned 
firms operating in the UK. 


With similar labour forces 
and management, be said, it 
Should be possible to discover 
whether there were different 
attitudes to investment 

“If we find a' difference vte 
will have something strong 
on which to base a case." he 
said. “My gut feeling is that 
there is something in this.** 

Mr Turner said he was can- 
cenied about die hurdle rates 
(self-imposed |xt)fit targets) 
feced fay UK Anns, who often 
have tn make investment pay 
for Itself In four ye^rs, 
against the 20-year pay-hack 
periods enjoyed by German 
firms. 

The CBFs competitiTOness 


unit has raised short-termism 
as an issue worthy of further 
^dy, as did Stephen Dorrell 
when he was fizumeial secre- 
tary to the Treasury. 

“Britain has traditionally 
had more variaUe-rate debt 
and overdraft b o rrowing to 

small firms t han has 

many/* Mr Turner said. 
'“This might not affect hurdle 
races, bot it mi^t** 

He said thm were signs 
that Britain was shifting 
towards the continental pat- 
tern of a greater emphasis on 
fixed-rate debt, and tt would 
be Interetmg to find out the 
tmpaH- of this trend on invest- 
ment decisions. 


Turner measures up to ‘a hard act to follow’ 


Larry Elliott profiles the latest chief 
spokesman for Britain’s employers 


A dair Turner knew 
from the moment the 
beadtatmters tracked 
him down in Poland six 
months aeo that following 
Howard Davies at the CBI 
was never going to be easy. 
If he harboored any doubts 
on that score they have 
been miased by his first -two 
months at Centre Point 
“As I work my way roimd 
the country I hear the same 
comment In a variety of 
r^onal accents,** the new 
director-general sajrs. in 
his best grnff-Northem- 
businessman voice. **He*s a 
tough act to follow.'* 
However, Mr Turner 
shows no sign of being in- 
timidated by the reputation 
of his predecessor, who has 
now decamped four stops 
down the London Under- 
ground's Central line to be 


deputy-governor of the 
Ba^ of Qigland. Mr Turner 
laughs off suggestions that 
he has been shunted into a 
smaller office than that 
which Mr Davies inhabited 
on the 10 th floor of the 
1960s skyscraper, adding 
that is in tone with the 
mood of the dmes. 

The former whizz-kid 
managmnent consultant at 
McEinsey seems tfaorou^- 
ly pleas^ that the make- 
over at the CBI was by-and- 
large completed by Mr 
Davies- The internal scmc- 
ture and file public image 
of the counties main em- 
ployers* orga:^sation have 
been revamped in the past 
three years- 

Mr Tomer, who is aged 
40, and married with two 
dauiditers, is said by for- 
mer colleagues to be amaz- 


ingly clever. The only 
slight hint that be is not 
quite the perfect young g<^ 
getter is that he takes st^ar 
In his tea. 

“Howard did have a hi^ 
profile. But what the CBI 
got good at was having a 
consistency and Intelligence 
of message which could not 
be dismissed as whingeing.*' 
Mr Turner says. 

“You just can't go around 
asking for more motorways 
and for interest rates to be 
one point below whatever 
level tb^ happen to be. 
Ton won't have much influ- 
ence if you do.*' 

One thing the CBI cer- 
tainly does not lack is influ- 
ence. It Is well plumed into 
the government machine, 
and Labour's desire to 
snuggle up to the upper 
echelons of the business 
worid is amply illustrated 
by Tony Blair’s appearance 
at next week's amitial oon- 
ference in Birmingham. 

Mr Turner is diplomacy 


itself when the snlueet of 
Labour comes up. reflect- 
ing the inhM«nt tension be- 
tween the possibility of a 
change of government over 
the next 18 winntlm and the 
fact that the CBTs nimnber^ 
ship tends to snntoit the 
Conservative Par^, 

“We welcome toe shifts 
that appear to have oc- 
curred in key aspects of 
Labour poli^. They are 
saying things that are more 
pro-bnslness than they 
were before,” he says. 

Bnt the CBI has three sep- 
arate categories of donht 
about Hr Blair ef at Fir^ it 
wants Labour’s policies on 
an inflation tar^t and tax 
clarified; second, it dis- 
agrees wifii the Opposifion 
about the minim am wage 
and the social chapter of 
the Maastricht treaty. 

The fiurd pmnt is one of 
trust <— whether Mr Blair i 
can carry his backbenchers 
with him. 

The (tovemment does not 


escape nnseathed either. In 
his short time at the CBI, 
Mr Turner has launched a 
task force to look into the 
failings of the Treasury's 
Private Finance foifiative, 
warned the Chancellor 
against playing politics 
^th the Budget and made 
it pretty clear fiiat business 
is becoming slightly pei> 
tnrbed by the slowdown in 
economic activity. 

“We want a sustainable 
fell in interest rates, and 
for that the Budget is the 
key. If we have a Budget 
wUch doesn't take anneces- 
sary risks with borrowing, 
that could lead to a sustain- 
able fell in rates,** he says. 

A year ago, Mr Tomer 
was in Russia negotiating 
to do a piece of woz^c for 
McElDsey for a Russian 

Kim If had yip toltling I 

vroold be at toe CBI today. 
I was quite surprised whw 
I was first contacted. But it 
seemed quite obvious ouce I 
thought about it** 
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Ministry orders heavy 
Daiwa ioans reduction 


Why Sheikh lost Motor industry warned 
interest in rescue of competition danger 


Keidn Rafferty in Tolqro 


D aiwa Bank wUl be or- 
dered by the Japanese 
finance ministry to 
give up as mu.ch as -10 per cent 
of its international loans and 
securities after the 
$1.1 billion (£700 million) 
losses run up by rogue trader 
Tbshlhlde Iguchi in Its New 
York branch. 

Daiwa held $34 billion in 
ioans and S5.5 billion in secu- 
rities in its international op- 
erations as at the end of 
September, according to Japa- 
nese banking sources. 

About taper cent of the 
combined sum is related to 
the bank’s US operations, 
which the American federal 
authorities have ordered 
Daiwa to close because of an 
alleged cover-up of the 


$1.1 biDion losses on US trea- 
sury bond trading. 

The Osaka-based bank is 
facing a 24-count criminal in- 
dictment relating to the lasses 
and the fact that it waited for 
almost two months after dis- 
covering them to report them 
to the US banking authorities. 
Daiwa blames Mr Iguchi for 
the losses, but the American 
in^ctment claims that the 
bmik's top management was 
inwlved in the cover-up. 

Daiwa will also have to 
relinquish another part of its 
international loans as punish- 
ment for a cover-up $97 mil- 
lion losses at its trust div- 
ision, separate from the 
$ 1.1 billion lost by the main 
New York branch. 

Daiwa will be asked to draw 
up November 20 a specific 
plan for the asset reductions 
and the ministry will require 


it to report on progress every 
week. It was repbrted that 
part of the loans and securi- 
ties to be shrunk would be 
taken over by Sumitomo, 
which has agreed to help 
Daiwa shut its US operafions 
and with which talks are go- 
ing on about a merger. 

Troubles mounted for 
Daiwa wfa^ the Wall Street 
Journal alleged senior execu- 
tives of the bank knew about 
and condoned the cover-up of 
the smaller losses, which oc- 
cuned in 1987 but were dis- 
closed only last monfiv 

The bank’s reputation, 
along with that of Japanese 
financial regulation, has been 
battered ^ news of the huge 
losses. KyoAo news agency 
reported that Daiwa will cut 
its dividend for the year to 
March by up to i yen a sh^ 
from last year's 3.5 yen. 


TThie mimlber of 
people you 

deal with when 
you move to 

Lloyds Bank 

can be counted 
on one finger. 
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Maxwell trial 


pan AUdmon 


T he Sheikh of Abu Dhabi 
was set to join a £400 mil- 
lion roscue in 1991 for 
the ailing private interests of 
the late Robert Maxwell, an 
Old Bailey court beard yester- 
day. "[I was] aware of the 
source of the ftmds being . . . 
Abu Dhabi, including the 
ruler of that country,” Kevin 
Maxwell said. 

Helping to arran^ the cash 
injection was Israeli amtwssa- 
dor-at-large David Eimchi. 
who was involved, at foe 
time, in the Nfiddle East peace 
conference in Madrid; his 
name and that of the po»lble 
investors were kept from 
bankers because of "polltiral 
sensitivities”. 

Elsewhere in his evidence, 
Ke^ accused fonner Max- 
well pension-fund maca^ 
Trevor Cook of concocting 
evidence. Mr Cook, said 
Kevin, had known all about 
the intra-groop movements of 
cash since the mid-lMOs but, 
after Robert Maxwell’s death, 
he. knowing the r^ulator 
Imro was about to make an 
Infection, “[did] things he 
should not have done". 

^ doctored evidence, said 
Kevin Maxwell and created 
new documents. 

The jury was bearing Day 
99 of the trial of Kevin Max- 
well who denies two charges 
of conspiracy to ddtoud pen- 
sion ftmds, and Ian Maxwell 
and fermer financial adviser 
Larry Trachtenberg, who 
deny one such charge. 

Kevin said Lebanese busi- 
nessman Roger Tamraz 
would be leading the rescue 


syndicate; Mr Tamraz*s role, 
he said, was that of imrestor 
in his own ri^t and agent of 
Abu Dhabi. 

Ihe figure of £400 million, 
be said, bad been calculated by 
him as being sufficient to keep 
Robert Maxwell Group — 
' laden with debts readitng £ 1.6 
bmion in December 1991 — in 
bizsisess. He said £3SD suDioo 
would have gone to repay 
loans from pension funds. £50 
million would have been 
repaid to the Mirror group and 
the remainder would have 
been used as working capital 
The balance of the £300 mfilion 
net debt to pensioa funds 
frould be made up with prop- 
erty and unquoted Maxwell as- 
sets, he said. 

But the rescue — in which 
Mr Tamraz's syndicate would 
have been repaid £533 million 
in December 1994 and been 
given a chance to scqiiire half 
of RMG — feQ through. Bank- 
ers insisted on a substantial 
payment, thought by Kevin to 
amount to by 

noon on December 6. 

Afr Thznraz bad been un- 
willing to make this down- 
paymeat, said Kevin. But, be 
told Alan Suckling QC, for toe 
Crowxx: “I do not believe it 
had anything to do wito the 
pension funds.” 

Tamraz, be said, bad 
been put off by two ofiter fee- 
tors; Kevin's loss of control of 
RMG's quoted subsidiary 
Maxwell Cfomisunication Cor- 
poration. which contained 
many of the assets, and toe 
timetable involved. 

Earlimr, Kevin once again 
insisted to Mr Suckling that 
his evidence was honest *Tm 
telling you in the strongest 
possible terms that Fm not 
[inventing evttence]." 

The case continues today. 


Hartyn Halsall 
Northern Indiutrfel 
CorreependMit 


T he British motor indos- 
tzy was warned yester- 
day by a leading indus- 
trialist that it Is is danger of 
being swept aside by its supe- 
rior . international 

compe ti tor s . 

hi one of the tou^iest warn- 
ings addressed to toe industry 
by one of its own business 
leaders, George Simpson, 
chief executive of toe motor 
and aerospace group Lucas, 
told 1,000 delegates from the 
industry that **an phnndaiv*^ 
of ipteraational competition” 
was 'ready to step in to win 
business if British firms 
failed to meet higher 
standards. 

Speaking at a conference 


convened by the trade and in- 
dustry department and the 
Society of Motor Manufectur- 
ers and Traders, Mr Simpson 
said there was a “perfor- 
manoe gap” wito the best 
companies overseas. 

He said; “UK quali^ does 
not generally match that of 
Japan, that DK innovation 
generally lags l^ehiod that of 
the US, that UK design skills 
do not fully match that of toe 
Italians, and tiiat UK science 
and technology education 
structures lag behind toe Ger- 
mans. and that in general our 
productivity levels fell short 
of the best” 

Mr Simpson warned toe 
components industry .which 
has a £15 billion turnimr, not 
to rely on a competitive cur- 
rency and controlled inOa- 
tion. factors whirii are habit- 
ually transient. Japanese 


component companies would 
set up production in Europe, 
he warned. 

An estimated 4.000 compa- 
nies are involved in toe UK 
automotive components In- 
dustry. producing an annual 
turnover of around 
£15 billion, of which £6 billipn 
of products are exported. 

Tiffi E^r, indus^ and 
energy minister, warned the 
conference; “If we don't see 
increases tn the emnpetitive- 
ness of Ihe automotive supply 
diain we will all suffer. Your 
companies will suffer, your 
employees will suffer.” Gov- 
ernment was preparing a 
third white papa* on ctanpeti- 
tiveness, he said. 

The co nferen ce was told of 
a programme to bii^ over- 
seas production experts, in- 
clud^ from Japan, into the 
British industry. 



Sparkling price for the high street gem hunters 


Dan Atkinson 


D iamond group De Beers 
yesterday confirmed what 
many have suspected for a 
long time — that in toe 1990b, 
it’s a very, very rich man's 
world. 

The good news is that the 
price of the sort of sparklers 
traditionally bought for girl, 
friends by office clerks is to 
stay at roughly February 1993 
le^Is. The bad news is that 
this price freeze reflects De 
Beei^’s lack of feito In toe 
economic prospects of the 
vast m^ority people in 
both Britain and most of the 
i^gvek^ted nations. 

In days gone by. toe compa- 


ny’s sales arm, which mar- 
kets about 80 per cent of toe 
world’s diamonds, raised 
their prices by an average fig- 
ure. Not any more. 

But white ordinary con- 
sumers worry about their 
jobs, their bills, their (rising) 
taxes and their (shrinking) 
social benefits, the super rich 
of the 1990s just cannot grt 
enough of big-ticket 
gemstones. 

And so yesterday De Beers 
jacked up toe price of stones 
weighing 2 carats or more by 
8 robust 5 per cent; it left the 
price of tiioee lifter than 2 
carats — tiie majority of dia- 
mon<te — untouched. 

This allows the diaTnnnri in- 
dustry to chase big ger profits 


from the new intematimial 
aristocracy — money market 
spectilators. Russian tyooi^ 
sheikhs, sultans, gold-i^ted 
entertainment stars and 
sports miLltonai,res — without 
putting off high street 
eustomera. 

So far, so good. But the 
omens are gloozny. Tradition- 
ally, diamonds and other lux- 
ury goods have been the Last 
products to emerge from 
recession, nils split-price de- 
cision indicates that the 
world's wealthy have long ago 
bounded out of the slump 
leaving everyone elM behind. 

For the aforementioned 
Clerks, the price fre^ is, sad 
to say, just aiwther symptom 
of toe big chill. 


Underside 


Dan Atkinson 


J AMES Wolfensohs, 
World Bank chief and 
traditional follower of 
the Jewish faith, has found 
the Gathotic Church really 
can deliver the votes. Last 
mouth, the respective com- 
mittees of the US Bouse of 
Representatives and the 
Senate met to reconcile 
their votes of funds for the 
bank’s anti-poverty Inter- 
national Development 
Association; it seemed the 
lower figure voted by the 
House would be approved, 
but tele phone naiie ||y 
Wolfensohn to each of the 
Cardinals covering the 
chairmen’s constituencies 
produced, a remarkable 
result — an extra £10Q mil- 
Uon. 

C OME on down (J): The 
Bank of England, it 
aiqMars, is leamiiig 
some lessons from Tesco 
and Sainsbury. Fn»u next 
year, the price of its brmid 


leader — the quarterly in- 
flation Report — will be 
coming down, down, down 
from £4 to £3. a price-bust- 
izm 25 per cent cut. But. as 
all discerning shoppers 
know, bargains in one 
of the store Invariably 
mean increases elsewhere. 
So it is with toe Bank, 
where those who subscribe 
botii to the Znllatipn Report 
and the Qnarteriy Bulletin 
— which contains dreary 
speeches and articles noone 
reads/anderstands — will 
see the price of the package 
up, np, up by a Maastriebt- 
conditlons-smashlng 25 per 
cent, more than six times 
the current rate inflation 
and 10 times the rate the 
Bank tbiwiw safe for the 
economy as a whole, 

C OME on down (S): The 
snper-worthy Royal 
Society for the Arts is 
holding a seminar in Janu- 
ary on that caring, sharing 
non-existent enti^ Tomor- 
row's Company. Attendees 
will hear of toe inclusive 
route to shareholder value, 
and leam the way forward 
to an inclusive tomorrow. 
The fee, however, is an ex- 


clusive £650 pins VAT, ie 
£616.63 

V ISITORS to the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Co- 
operation summit next 
week in Osaka will face the 
sort of biU-padding that has 
helped make Japan the 
force she is today. Just now 
it's vutnaUy impossible to 
find an hotel room in Osaka 
because most have been 
block-booked, but the 
Japan Travel Bureau will 
offer a room for a £3.82 



“handling fee”. The lucky 
room-finder, hovrever, 
to find one ni^t's accom- 
modation along vrith the 
handling fee, and shonld he 
wish to pay by bank trans- 
fer from overseas, or for- 
eign credit card there is a 
“bank commission of 2100 
yen” — a 16.31 per cent 
earner on one first-class 
room and enough to help 
Osaka's Daiwa Rawif re- 
coup some of its New York 
trading losses. 

H OW alarming to see 
the backbench Trea- 
sury committee brush 
amde the Attomey-G^er^ 
al s attempts to ensure a 
fair trial for Kevin and Ian 
Maxwell. Its report, pub- 
bshed yesterday under foil 
Parll^entary privilege, 
mnta^ two references to 
tte late Captain that, in an- 
other publication, would 
have had the author up for 
contempt of court 

L aunching its new 

anti-smuggling initia- 
tive earlier iMn 
HM Customs & SSteTdfr 
tailed some inventive ev- 
cuses offered by booUeg- 


gers. They range from t 
predictable — ”1 bought 
litres of vodka as a prize f 
a raflte'*, ”i drink lo Utr 
of spirits a week” and 
28 kilos of tobacco are f 
my own use, and you cai 
prove any different** — 
the man who, when o 
lared witii about 24Ibs 
haadroUhig baccy, 
he was going to put it iti 
stew (with beef, garlic, cf 
rots and onions) in whii 
would wash in as a cu 
for 'flu, colds and riteun 
ti sm . Don*t ever change. 

AURICE Saatch] 
plans to label his c 

- -r - larged private groi 
M^alonxcdia had caitoo 
tot Nick Newman reachl 
for legal advice. NN*s opo 
ymouR strip, cMviiig a Jau 
^foad eye over the doings 
media moguls, ran f 
seven years, with at les 
^ originals sold to the 0 
Saatchl agency after i 
quests from their end. Nc 
his lawyer warns bhn to 

— If Maoiioe registers tl 
n^e — he may have to tt 
mi^te the cartoon all 
gether. That's showbu: 
ness. 


Mi 




lustry wais 
tition daF? 
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Golf 


us chasing 
fourth win 


David Davies m Shendien 


T he American dream 
team ctf Davis Love m 
and Freddie Couples 
represent • their 
country for the Iburth succes* 
sive time in the 4lst World 
Cop. which begins at the Mis* 
sitm Hills club here today. 

Ihey came together for the 
38th e^oQ of the cup, in Ma- 
drid. and with Coni^ sccs^ 
ing S and Love 70 in the last 
round they started a 
ble sequence. Those rounds 
gave them a win over Sweden, 
Australia and Wales, and 
since then, in eight more 
rounds, no country in the 
world has headed them. 

They have led from start to 
finish at lake Nona in Flor- 
ida and at Dorado Beach in 
Puerto Rico, and last year, in 
winx^ig by 14 shotSj they 
equalled the widest winning 
margin, set in 1956 by Ben 
Hogan and Sam Snead at 
Wentworth. They were a 

g maU TwaHPT dA mwtw par 

“1 guess.” said Couples, 
*tbat the run’s got to finish 
some time." and Love added 
that “there are a lot cf good 
teams here this week". Both 
were correct, but the United 
8ta:tes will start strong 
fimourites here in China. 

Probably three-quarters of 
the' 32 teams have so real 
chance of winidng but Love 
sees a threat in New Zesi- 
land’s Frank Nobilo and 
bOchael Camphell, who won 
Ih Atlanta and Jakarta 
respectively on Sunday, and 
Scotland. “Sam Torrance is 
haying one beSluva season,” 
be'sakL and so he is, but this 
is his mOx successive touma- 
ment and be looks frayed. 

Tonance .did, thmig h, find 
time' for one lov^ gesture 
sibaeftf alter coming second 
to Ccdto Montgomerie in the 
Volvo Order of Merit He in- 
vited liis caddie Malcolm 
Masai round to the house for 
refreshments on the pretext 
of wanting to pay him his 
final dieque of the season. As 


Tennis 


Mason was being escorted to 
the door prior to leaving, with 
the money still to be handed 
over. Torrance pretended to 
be worrying over the precise 
amount Then, as he opened 
the firtmt door, he instead 
handed over fbe keys to a 
brand new Shogun standing 
there in the drive. 

Torrance and his partner 
Andrew Coltart have an obvi- 
ous chance in the Heineken- 
sponsored event, as do 
Sweden’s Jesper Panievik 
awrt Jarmo Sandelin awrf Zim- 
babwe’s Mark McNulty and 
Tony Johnstone. Gennany. 
with Sven Strfrver and Alex- 
ander Cejka, the recent win- 
ner of the Vol'vo Masters, ere 
another strong team, while of 
the other home unions, Ire- 
land's Philip Walton and Dar- 
ren Clarke cotald present ^ 
most vigorous challenge. 

The Chinese have in the 
past laid claim to being the 
inventors of golC but a bro- 
chure entitled A Propaganda 
Handtuok issued with the 
World Cup bum^ aj^^rs to 
concede to Sccrtland. Under 
the heart twg An Introduction 
to Golfi an' unnamed author 
says: “The winter in Scotland 
is dreadfully cold. The shep- 
herds had to take a battle of 
liquor with them to ke^ 
warm and they took one 
mouthful of the wine with the 
cap of the bottle while they 
threw. stones or rotim into 
rabbit it so happened 
t^t a bottle cf wine was 18 
ounces and one cap happened 
to hold one ounce wine. 
This resulted in the rule of 18 
holes ft>r the game.” 

It goes on. “In playing golf 
the idayers can enjoy 
air tranquil wildness so 
as to keep fits,” and it also 
points out that the word goiff 
“is fits combination of the ini- 
tial letters of the four Roglisb 
words green, oxygen, 
and foot”. The paragraph con- 
cludes tiiat “the ctiamiitig of 
the game is hidden behind”, 
and It has to be conceded that 
on many days that is very 
true indeed. 


Henman reaches last eight 


B RITAIN'S Tim Henman 
reached the quarter-finals 
of the ATP Challenger in Bei- 
jing yesterday when he beat 
Benny Wijaya of Indonesia 
6-7, 7-^. 6-3. 

Henman, who beat Hal Bo 
Deng China 6-6, 4-6, 6-3 on 


Tuesday, now faces the Nigs- 
rian Sule Ladipo tomorrow. 

Amanda Janes and Sam 
Smith have been given wild 
cards and Maz^ Wainwri^ 
has rec^ved du^ entry into 
next week’s Texaco Women's 
Challeoger in Edinburg 



Jhdurain . . . n ur tu r ed 

Banesto 
invest 
in Briton 

Hunt joins lndurain*s 
team, reports 
William Fotheringham 


A RIPPLE went throng 
Spanish cycling 
week when it was an- 
nouneed that a British ama- 
teur, Jeremy Hunt, will 
join the five-times TOur de 
France winner Miguel In- 
dnraln’s Banesto team in 
1996. 

“We have been foDowing 
iitwi all season,” said Indnr- 
ain's Ttianflgar Francis La- 
fargue. “We have been 
really impressed with him.* 
Bunt, 21 and firmn Totnes 
in Devon, is the first Briton 
to turn professional along- 
side a rebsuing Tour winner. 

To mb salt into Spanish 
wounds, Banesto’s only 
other new professional 
next season will be a 
Frenchman. The team are 
to be cut in nzunbers from 
18 to 14, making the young 
Devonian’s achievement 
still more noteworthy. 

Banesto’s reasons for 
gjgning Hunt are simple: be 
has built a Hearsome repu- 
tation as a sprinter and has 
ridden consistently well in 
amateur races in Belipum 
and northern France. Also 
Spain has never produced a 
sprinter of the calibre of | 
Abdoqiaparov or Jalabert 
Like Robert Millar and 
Sean Yates before him. 
Hunt has gained bis spurs 
by bypassing the British cy- 
cling hierarchy and racing 
in Europe, inspired by bis 
near-neigbbour Colin 
Lewis, who finished the 
1967 -Tour alongside Tom 
Simpson. 

Bie rode for a Cologne 
club last year until a boot 
of fisticufis with the team 
manager over his trmning 
schedule led him to move to 
Metz In eastern France. 



Racing 


Tote dig deep to 
put fizz back 
in Gold Trophy 


Chris Hawldns 


This season he has won sdx 
races with VC St Quentin in 
northern France, including 
the Soissons-Beuvry Clas- 
sic and -the Belgian Renln- 
gelst one-day race. 

But acquiring a contract 
with such as Banesto 

depends as much on whom 
you know as how well you 
have ridden, and Hunt was 
recommended to the team 
by bis manager Martial 
G^ant, who wore the yel- 
low jersey in the 1967 Tour. 


A less significant recom- 
mendation was the fbct that 
he has taken silver medals 
in successive British ama- 
teur road championships 
and rode this year’s world 
championships in Colom- 
bia. where a lack of climb- 
ing ability left him strug- 
gffng on the monntainons 
circuit 

Indorain is the finest 
product of Banesto's leg- 
endary ability to nurture 
riders over several years. 


I N .-\N effort to resurrect 
the golden days of the 30- 
runner Schweppes Handi- 
cap Hurdle with ^ its accom- 
panying frenzied ante-post 

activiD*. the Tote Gold Tro- 
phy at Newbury will be worth 
£100.000 next February. . 

The Tote will increase its 
sponsorship from £40,000 to 
£o7,000. while Newbury will 
contribute £20,000. 

Too many alternatives have 
seen the race become just an- 
other handicap in recent 
years, and John Smee, head of 
mce planning for the Jockey 
Club, described it os “dying 
on its feet." There were only 
eight runners last season and 
1 1 the year before. 

This massive mjection of 
pri?e money means it will be 
worth over £30,000 more chan 
.iny otlier handicap hurdle in 
this CDimtry. which should 
certainly restore its image. 

"We see this ns a rescue op- 
eration," said Geoff Webster 
of the Tote. “We want to 
restore the magic of the race 
and. of course, make it a big 
.mte-posi betting event” 
Entries, costing £75, will 
close early (Deconber Q as a 
( means of ensuring plenty of 
j potential runners, but owners 
mu!U stump up' another £550 
to see their horse line up on 
the day. 

At Newbury yesterday. 
Paul Webber saddled his first 
winner since taking over his 
late father’s Banbi^ stable 
in May when Cropredy Lad 
made all the running to take 
the Lionel Vick Novices 
Handicap Chase. 

“If the idd man's watching 
hell be delighted — he was 
very* fbnd of that horse, who 
was one of the last he 
bought.” said Webber. 

Cropredy Lad is a big. old- 
fashioned stamp of a jumper 
and cleared theobstacles witii 
alacrit)’. in stark contrast to I 


the odds -on ihvourite. Victor 
Bravo, who made several 
mistakes. 

Webber, who rode 70 win- 
ners, has 30 horses and Land 
Afar, the stable star, is due to 
come into work next week. 

“The Champion Hurdle, in 
which he's twice ihllen when 
going well, is likely to be the 
target again, but I'll have to 
take the Tote Gold Trophy 
seriously now they've 
bumped up the mone)*.'’ said 
Webber. 

Firm ground was respon- 
sible tbr a vezy poor Newburj’ 
turn-out, but Robert Alner, 
who trains near Blandford, 
was undeterred and landed 
two winners and a second 
fimn three runners. 

It was a formality for Hops 
And Pops to take care of two 
rivals in the Tom Ma^on 
Hurdle, while Master Ryon 
beat solitary opponent Our 
Wizzer in the Halloween Nov- 
ices Chase, where there were 
three non-nmners. 

TTiere was money yesterday 
for Second Scheduid in Satur- 
d^'s Mackeson Gold Cup and 
Hill's cut him to 8-1 lh>m 10-1. 
Coulton, the fast ground 
specialist, is favourite at 11-4. 

Racing looks more competi- 
tive at Kelso this afternoon 
when the i^ific mare Bayr- 
ouge goes for the Middlemas 
Hai^cap Chase. 

won nine times over 
hurdles in Ireland before join- 
ing Mary Reveley for whom 
she won her three novice 
chases last season. On her 
first appearance in handicap 
company she was hampered 
and unseated her rider at 
Kempton Is^monfii. 

Whaat Fettle, the Kelso 
specialist, is bound to make a 
race of it this afternoon, but 
Bayrouge (3-10) may have 
the finishing kick. 

WUd Rose of York (1.40). a 
filly by Unfuwain, is usefrd in 
selling company and should 
fcdlow up her course and dis- 
tance win 12 days ago. 


Hunt in season .. .the Devontider toms professional next year PMcnoGRAmmLCfooNNOR 


Action reverts to hurdling 


and predictably the team 
see Hunt as a long-term 
investment 

“We have signed him be- 
cause he Is a very fast fin- 
isher.” said Lofargue. ”We 
won’t expect too much of 
him this coming year but in 
two or three years he will 
improve-” Thus, the Tour 
will not be on the pro- 
gramme; instead the world 
under-Z5 championships 
and the Atlanta Olympics 
will be his main targets. 


O LI\^ SMBRWCX>D. the 
Laroboum trainer, has 
shelved large .Action’s chas- 
ing career in order to have 
another crack at the Cham- 
pion Hurdle with the seven- 
>-ear-oId. 

Large Action, who has been 
placed in the last two Cham- 
pion Hardies, made a success- 
ful chasing debut at Uttozeter 
last week, but a spokeswoman 
for Sherwood sadd: “It looks 
as though be will be going 
back over hurdles. He jumped 


adequately at Uttoxeter but 
Mr Sherwood feels be will be 
happier over hurdles for the 
time being." 

William Hill give Lar^ 
Action a 6-1 quote to make it 
third time lucky at Chelten- 
ham next March, one point 
behind joint market leaders 
Alderbrook. last year’s win- 
ner. and Montelado, who runs 
in ^ Irish November Handi- 
cap at Leopardstown on Sat- 
urday before turuii^ his at- 
tentions to biudling. 


Kelso runners and riders with form guide 
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• Chip Miller, one of tbe top .^erican jump jockeys, 

experienced the ups and downs of BritUAi rarii^ at Woroester 
j’esterday on his first riding visit to the country. He won the 
Rayburn 300 Series Novice Hnrdle aboard Storm North but 
earned a two-day ban (November IT and 18) when Ihe 
stewards found hnn gailty of riding. 

• John Egan has been suspended ibr 12 days by the Jockey 
Club’s Disciplinary Committee after admitting a breaiA ^ 
rule 1S3 concerning ihe use of the whip whilrt Hdteg Jexiy 
Cutrona at Redcar on October 31. 

• Blinkered today for the first t ime: KELSO; lAO Sharp At 
Six, Moment of Justice. TOWCBSlBR: 1.20 Little Tincture; 
1.50 C^Iingford Lights; 2.20 Scorched Air. 


Results 


UNDPIELD 

ia<40 (TfB 1i PORT KMOX. C Scuddar 

(te-iv s, mem iKU-aoc a. ae nmiy 

(10-11 13-SIMSOt77wR|l5lUOlLY3rifl.X. 
SMI. (R Flowon Tc4r C14.70; C&W. 2S.19 
tZ2a DuAl F C52.S0 CSP- C43.K. TriCHC 
£323 0& Trio £13399 
1.10(9t)i1«BMteilKIHHAIIT.OHoiinon 
i$-l}. to Pmont E Tti i Wton rS-9 In): to 
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CSP- EDSa TlUHl C4997 TiiB C980 NB' 
AfigiO 

1,40 (InB 9, NOOMH OOIA V Pwtoim 
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Dul F- £1i.ea CSP: £15 49 Trio- £47.3a NR 

CttehTlioUipito. 
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Dual P: cssao. CSP: CS2.15. Tiicaa- £l I7.tt 
Trio CTBSa NR. Sb Ollvw. 

JACKPOT) TKAwcfll. 
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14 SPORTS NEWS 

Soccer 

Premiership; Newcastle United 1 , Blackburn Rovers 0 


Lee sends Newcastle eight clear 


Thg gua rdian Thursday November 9 19H5 

Everton may 
take Ferguson 
ban to Europe 


Cynthia Bateman 


N ewcastle pre- 
served their 100 per 
cent league record at 
home, but they were 
made to work hard for their 
victory as Blackburn — yet to 
win away — went behind to a 
Lee goal after 13 minutes but 
fought back magnificently to 
tame the striped tigers. 

St James' Park is not the 
sort of place to go when suf- 
fering a crisis of confidence. 
Blackburn arrived as lambs 
to the slau^ter after the 
worst start to a championship 
defence since Manchester 
City went rapidly downhill 58 
years ago and were eventu- 
ally relegated. But pride, the 
instinct to survive, and not a 
little reshaping of the team 
saw them make a game of it 
Newcastle were undianged 
horn the side that beat Llvei> 
pool whereas Bay Harford 
had taken drastic measures. 
Berg was deploy^ in Qie cen- 
tre of defence with Hendry to 
keep Fer dinan d qniet — a job 
they did reasonably effec- 
tive’ in the first half. 

Kenna moved to right-back 
and McKinlay into midfield, 
with Ripley once again left 
out McKinlay, the Scottish 
international bought from 
Dundee for £1.75 million, was 
making bis first start for 
Blackburn, having been in- 
jured when tnatrtng his debut 
as a substitute against West 
Ham. 

It did not in truth, seem to 
be all that much of an im- 
provement early on as Black- 
bum tried to get to grips wifii 
Beardsley. Lee and Ginola. 
who prov^ as difiBcult and 
slippery as the surfhce — like 
ice under a heavy drizzle. 

Newcastle played with a pa- 
nache that comes from oodfi- 
dence bunt on sound self-be- 
lief. Beardsley popped up in 
the most unlikely places, act- 
ing as a wall for the rest to 
play off and providing the tell- 
ing pass that ptdled the de- 
fence apart. 

He it was who sent Gilles- 
pie away in the 13th minxitie. 
The winger sloped the ball 
inside for Lee who, sur- 
rounded by defenders, man- 
aged to tom swiftly and shoot 
across goal. Hie b^ appeared 
to take a slight deOecfioa off a 
defender before hurting past 
Flowers. 

- One feared for Blackburn 


then, particularly with Kenna 
finHtng it dlfEl^t to dose 
down Ginola, vdio at one 
stage was shooting at will — 
albeit from long range and 
ineffectively. 

With 20 minutes gone New- 
castle appeared to be cruis- 
ing. but they were unable to 
get a second goal and Black- 
bum’s spirit began to revive 
as diey forced a comer when 
Peacock's casual back-pass al- 
most let in Shearer. 

If that was a warning. New- 
castle took little heed. Pea- 
cock had cleared one eSbrt 
close to the line before Batty 
laid on a chance for Bohlnen. 
He strode forward to shoot 
but Rowey cleared the 
line. Then, just before the in- 
terval, a McKinlay volley sug- 
gested that Rovers might be a 
greater threat In the second 
half. 

This proved to be the case 
as ^ckbura kept up the 
pressure, and if Newcastle 
were entertaining thoughts of 
an easy evening they were 
disabu^ by a sudden surge 
in the visitors' strength. 

By the hour, though, it had 
led to nothing and Newcastle 
came close to a second goal 
after Gillespie's free-kick 25 
yards out on the right. 
Hendry, attempting to clear, 
beaded the ball to the feet of 
Fbrdinand a few yards out, 
but Flowers smo the red the 
ball before the stiker could 
bundle it over the line. 

Le Sauz and Bohinen fiid- 
lowed Ferdinand and Ginola 
into die referee's bo^ as 
Blackburn strove to find the 
equator against a Newcastle 
side equally determined not 
to give an tneh, let alone a 
goal, in a grandstand ffniiah 

Beardsley had the chance to 
finish it in the 80th minute, 
but with only to Flowers to 
beat be shot wide. 

Unitadi Hlalap: Barlon. 
P«4C(Mic, Ho««y. e«r«^oid. GlllMpi*, 
L««. WiUOH. Gi/iaU. BmM4ai»y. 
Pefdintnd 

■UieliVMni n a w r ai FImcm; Kpncis. 
Berp. Hendry. LI Sux. McKniay. BaBy. 
Bohhuni. Sheoaaad. Newell. Shearer, 
nalaeweg D Oaiiapnor iBanbwy). 

• Jack Charlton has invoked 
the $iia five-day rule for the 
first time in his 10 years as 
the Republic of Ireland's man- 
to ensure foat his ^uad 
is not deprived of more top 
players for next Wednesdays 
European Championship 
qualifier in Portugal. 

Sevoi his players are 
banned from- turning out for 
their clubs this weekend. 



Given a leg-up . . . Peter Beardsley and Henning Berg together last night pmotdgfwph; MCMELSTeaE 


Coca-Cola Cup, thinl-round replays 

Charlton Athletic 1 , Wolves 1 (after 90min) 


Taylor is kept 
on tenterhooks 


David Lacey 


N eil emblen's first 
goal of the season eased 
Graham Taylor's 
mounting anxieties last night 
as Wolves took a half-time 
lead. But then John Robinson 
brought the scores level early 
In the second half to take this 
r^lay into extra-time. 

Taylor did not need to visit 
Ihe Valley to remind himself 
of his slough of despond in 
the First Division. 'Two No- 
vembers ago he had been pre- 
paring for his swansong as 
Engla^ manner, now he 
was getting the bird frvia 
Wolves Dans frustrated at the 
Inability to join the pursuit 
for promotion. 

A Premiership place rates 
higher in Mollneux’s p^io^ 
ities than a place at Wembley. 
Nevertheless frie prospect of a 
West Midlands confrontation 
with Coventry in tile next 
round bad to be enticing. 

Last night Taylor Bull 
on the b^h, flanking Good- 
man, his leading scorer, with 
Williams and Daley, sup- 
ported by Emblen driving 
throi^ from midfield. A cen* 
tre Emblen clipped ttie 
Charlton bar In the opening 
minute. 

The . brisker tempo of the 
Wolves team held more 
promise of a goal as Williams, 
wltii a header, and Atkins, 
with a low shot both went 


close. After 23*minutes this I 
promise was fulfilled. With | 
Charlton’s defendere retreat- 
ing untidily. Williams acut- 
tled to the byline on the ri^ 
and pulled tise ball back low 
for ^blen to drive it past 
Amman, 

Twice in the 28tii minute 
mi ght have drawn 
level, but Leaburn took an : 
age to get in a shot after New- 
ton's cross had been nodded 
back to him and. when New- 
ton found Bowyer at the far 
post, Jones managed to 
scramble his header away. 

A series of well-hit ' long- 
shots followed, accurate i 
enough but easily dealt with 
by Jones. The move with 
which Charlton began the 
second half, accurately set up 
by Robinson, Nelson and 
Walsh but ending with the 
ball bounch^ off Leaburn in 
tile penalty area, summed, up i 
their frustration. I 

Not for long, however. In j 
the 58rd minute HumjAirey’s 
free-kick was headed back by 
Nelson and, after Leaburn 
missed his shot, Robinson 
forced the ball in at the £arJ 
post Now Charlton, getting | 
men and ball forward more 
quickly, were a greater threat | 
to Taylor's peace cf mind. 
Chaflna; Amman; Hurnpnrey, au^' 
CSempi?. Stuart Nemioa. Bowrer. wWBn, 
Nalaon. Laabum, Hobtnaqn. I 


■ai Jonaa: Ftarttina. Vbw#. 0* *5!!' 
ipaon. Alhlna, SmbtaA, CBwana. 
m>. rteodman. fialey. 


n elna o. I Hemuy (Ampthin)- 


Middlesbrough 2, Crystal Palace 0 

Fjortoft puts icing on Boro’s cake 


IHchael Walker 


A fter eight minutes of 
the original fixture at 
Selhurst Park a fort- 
night ago Middlesbrough 
found themselves two down, 
and so the symmetry with 
which they took the lead last 
ni gh t will have pleased Bryan 
Robson. 

The player-manager admit- 
ted be had thought at the time 
tiiat Boro's babble had burst, 
but they proved in the replay 
that it floats on. In a low-key 
affair, goals from Hignett 
early a^ FjorttA late en- 
sured a mirly stral^tforward 
passage into the n^ round. 


While Juninho was off on 
Brazil duty, Robson picked 
himself and the Bolivian Mo- 
reno to spice things up for the 
fans. 

A ticketing shambles left 
many supporters still outside 
at kick-off, so some of them 
must have missed the manag- 
er's precise sidefriot through- 
ball that set up HigDetfs sixth 
goal of a productive season. 
Only eight minutes had gone 
when Robson found the 
young Dubliner Moore roam- 
ing down Palace's spacious 
left Moore's cross was met by 
the unmarked Hignett and he 
spanked -it cleanly past Mar- 
t^fix>ml8 yards. 

A couple'of moments later 


and that lead was almost 
doubled, first wboi Pollock’s 
shot brought a diving save 
from Mart^ then when Ejor- 
tott knocked the resulting cor- 
ner on to a post from two 
yards. Not long afterwards 
Martyn ^ed Boro another 
chance when he diced a dear- 
ance direct to Hignett. 

However, Hignett's run on 
goal was abruptiy ended by a 
lunge frmn Shaw for which he 
received a yellow card. BQg- 
nett may have thou^t a red 
one might have been more 
inupriate as he had to depart 
replaced by Blackznore. Mid- 
dltebrough’s attaching, pass- 
ing rhythm was not notice- 
ably inteirapted by this, yet it 


was only now that Palace 
looked like scoring. McKenzie 
went close, Roberts bad 
Walsh stretching and Pitcher 
hit the bar all In a short use- 
ful ^11 before the break. 

Palace oontinaed to bore 
along their shapeless rut until 
a header from Dyer looped on 
to the top of tile net; but 10 
minutes later Pjortctft empha- 
sised the difference, evading 
two de femte re before blasting 
past Martyn. 

Wxlah; LUdt*. Morris, 
VMwo. PMraon. Mocro, Rotaon. Polladc, 
Fjotloli. Hignon iBloeirmoro. ZBmin). 
Morma 

P»l«o«i Mortyn: Edworlhy. 
Gaidon [ymcsnl. S0>. RobeHg. Coiemui. 
Show (Spvrw. es). Hopkbi. Houghton 
(Moohom. 7n. Dyv. McKonzIo. PIKlwr. 
HMwms P Jomt (Loughboroggh). 


Tranmere Rovers 1 , Birmingham City 1 (after 90min) 

Aldridge keeps Rovers alive wiUi last-minute equaliser 


Ian Rose 


T ranmere seldom lose at 
home but they were 
seconds away from sliding 
out ' of the competttkm last 
n^t whoi John Aldridge ~ 
inevitably be — scrambled 
home his 12 th goal of the sea- 
son to take this third-round 
replay into extra-time. 

On the last occasion Bir- 
mingham visited Prenton 
Park they bad been relegated 
to the Second Division. This 
until Aldridge denied 
them, ft was an altogether 
happier afifeir. 

Tranmere's fbotball has an 
arrogance about it' that,' while 


admirable up to a point takes 
the form of over-elaboration. 
Even their youngsters boast a 
swagger, notab^ Moore, a 
burgeoning talent who, play- 
ing alongside Aldridge, is 
learning his trade at the feet 
Of a master. 

HimvingVuiTn tOO Can turn 

on the pretty stuff, but there 
Is always more gr^ than fi- 
nesse about sides managed by 
Baity Fry. 

The flret meeting at St An- 
drew's had been an unentio- 
ing spectacle, and despite the 
pedi^ue of tiro of the First 
Division's more comMtent 
sides this was hareUy as 
improvement 

Tranmbre’s football gener- 


ally carried the greater threat 
because Birmingham seemed 
to have convinced themselves 
that the evening was going to 
end in a penalty sboot-ouL 
They defended wfth consider- 
ably more vigour than they 
attacked, largely reducing 
Tranmere to shots from 

rilBtMTV«a 

Only one chance fefi out of 
a desperate opening half and 
oddly ft fen to Birmingham 
Bui their on-loan Nortragiao 
Rushfeldt missed the target 
after threatening to malta 
mudi oT McGreal's awfhl 
mistake, 

Rustafeldfs next contribu- 
tion was more effective. 
Three minutes after half-time 


be climbed inqnessively in- 
side the penalty area to head 
in Johnson’s flighted cross 
ftx»s the left. It started a near 
stampede towards the Tran- 
mere goatoouth, tlunigb ft 
was a domination more due to 
Tranmere’s shortcomings 
than titeir own potency. Hunt 
would have doubled tiieir ad- 
vantage but for the goal- 
keeper Coyne's athleticism. 

As it was, In the ni(± of 
time AJdrid^ erased it and 
extended tile tie. 

Trum«r* R»v*rM C^ne; Thomta. 
McOraU. TMle. Severn. Brvnnan, Jama. 

AtWIdee. BeimeiL Moora 
Sliii^gliMu CNyi Bennstc Poole. Dalsh. 
6dw»Rto. .lohnwn. hum. Wirtf. CaaBe, 
Tail, ciariage. nuauiaidi (Charlary, 
OBiim). 

K Lyndi (KnarBaboraugh) 


Results 


Soccer 


ENGLISH COCA-COLA CUP 


TMrdHtNind replays 


LetoertM-ims 

Robins SO 
RobemSB 
14.664 


Botton HI a 

McGInloy 39 
S nei n k oa 61 
CtnicIV 


IWMwbrwigh (1) S CMoM(0tO 

Hignett 6 16.160 

PKnoflTB 


AUTO Wra>8CIIBEN8 SHIELD 
Southern S oc O e n 
Oreup Bights Risl rouDd 
SMteauB 10) S Oetaheetar (0) 0 

Thorne 81 6^62 

P)nney69 


ANGILO-ITALIAN CUP 
Intomathmal Stage: Choup A 
QMMra(6)S Rawiglame 

McCarthy aa 3,760 

WalkUlUll 30 


Mt Vale (010 
a.282 

Oreup B 

atohe (0) 1 
OreyerM 


Q en ee 10) O 

Hree^ 10) 1 
(tort 74 


1(0): 


1(1) 4 

Simuwiluv 27 

6toP 


ILINO PREMERSHfP 


i(l)< 


( 0)0 

36.473 


U.*s SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
smlerDivMen 


Mhhk(1}1 
(3rant36 (og) 
11.500 

nMni(i))o 


•rdew<2)0 
Me 3 
er24 

3awanS8(og) 
pa (0)0 


fahnameek (0) O W awgate {0} 2 

14S63 UeUrai 87 

Salenl«69 

POlll'eiSPli KIbamian v Portlefc (lleeO. 
Mlural. 

UHBOHD LEAiOUO P reiwUr DMUeo: 
Accr(ng(Dn Sunlay 7, Charley 3. 
PONTIUS LSAeirCi Pirat DivMam 
L«4(t« 2. Everm 1; Nona County 2. Hoini 
forest 2. Saoawili Aeton villa 0, Blaekpoel 
1; Barnsley 3, RottiemaRi 3: Braoiord c 1. 
York I; Buinl^ 2. Man City t Manaftahl 1, 
Sundeilantf 1; Proaion 0 , Covenhy 1. 
ThM Bury 2, Wigan a Chasier 0 CarlWe 
0; Criestarflelcl 2. Lincoln ft Darlingten 2. 
Snrewabiiry i; Dancaaier g. Scunthorpa K 
Hocndafa 3. M fre M i am 9; SBarOcroMti & 
Wglsan i. 

AVON INSURAMCa COMMNATIOfU 
fhrat We la lao : Brighton 1. Araenal t. Bna. 
KH C S. Briaial Rvn I, Cryatal Palace 3. 


MllhnU 1: Ipawrtdi a Oxlerd UU 2: Luton 1. 
Norwich 2. Saoend DMMnin Boutna- 
rMuUi 3. Newport AFC 0. 
SPRINQHBATH PRINT CAPITAL 
FmrtaRi a.Bremtord 6; P e in rbor- 
ouflti 4. Weiltog 2. 

UAOUe OP WAICS eUPs Hawed Onti 
ikvwt Omc Cemm Bay 3, Conwy l. 
009 TiMf Holywett 0, Rfiyi & Cmv 
PIvos Cwmbran a, inter CardO 0. 

DUTCH RKC Wbalwljk ft A)V 

Amawfoanii. 

FRNNCH LNAGIIB Auwrrp 3. BoMa OC 
Le Havre 2. Monaco 1; Lena 0, Botriaaiix th 
Lyon 0. Quouanon 0; MarOguaa 2. Para SI 
earmaln 4; Motz 1, 6l Ebenna Z. MoMdsI- 
(lor 3, Caimoa 1: Nie*2. Ulle 1: Strasbourg 
1 . fUn(M t. 

Rugby Union 

nve NATIONS BM B OPNAH cm PobI 

Di' Castree 19. Wioator 12. „ 

TOUK HATCIfa Bdmburgb Dtotna 22. 
Waolam Samoa OS. 

fSPOBteNTATIVB HATCH: Amy 60, 
CMI Service 35. 

CLUB HATCH: Sale 22. Loughborough 
ShKkna 17. 

Tennis 

ATP CHALaNNCSR (Bal|ingh S Hoi ia oH 
Soomd r««P* T 11, (GB) U B vn- 
yaya (WM 6-7. 7-ft a~X 
KHEHUN CUP (MOSGOW)'. Beoond 
rmw* V Kofitoegy (Rus) M C PHllne 
(Pr) 7-6, 8-1; D Vaeak |C>] H A Chsono- 
kou |fhM| 7-6 6-i: B BWHl (Zlnt) hi J 


Hlaeek iSwitx) 3-6. 0-3. 0>4; A VoSwe 
(Rum bl S Qrom (Neihl S^. ^4. 04. 
ADVAHTA CriAMPtONSHP (PhIMat. 
lMa): Am reawdt Z Owrfoaw loahagii 
(US) bt F Zuiuaga (Col) 6-0. 6-2; B 
S alw dH H o C wtfay (NgOl) M C Vto (N«h) 
1-6. 6-3, 6-J; N Toulot ^) W 4 HalarO- 
Daoigto (Fr) 6-4. 04, H Ho<NA (US) bl 
P Shrtver IU8) 6-3. 6-0; L INowanl (US) 
H H 8iAavi.(Cz) 64. 7-6. Socowd 
rwwidr B Oi«r (Qer) bt A Fraser (US) 2-6. 
64, 6-2. 

Basketball 

IBA: ChirkttiB 106. Doiroii 96; Cleveland 
101. (nOtona I04; Naw Jersey 1(M, Portland 
84, Ptilladeltirua 106. Sacramomo lOSe 
MInneaao la Lakers 62; New Y«k 94, 
Wioentt 102 ; Chieage 117, Torenia 106, 
Dallas OManeouvw «; Houston 106, MD- 
tauhee 69; Seana i27. LA aippera 10ft 
QoUan State 98. Denver 03. 

Cricket 

TBl* HA^ KorwHiA Combined » 
204 (Aam Kiun S; Saltobury and 
223 (MdOammad Hanum I2ln« Irani 
5-19. SallBtaury 4-74L Engiand a 312 ik 
Husesin 66. S D Udal 86; 6hahM Khan 
4-72) and 1164 (N V Knight Tltto). 
land A won by el* wlohete 

Ice Hockey 

HHto HarUcni 7, San Jou 3; DeVoit 4 
Edmonioii £ Florida «. Riliadetpnit £ NY 


Windsra £ Voncourar 5; TorcMo 6. Ano- 
hehn 3; WtNitngton 3. Bo»ton 4; 3t LouB 
6. Los An g e to a 1. 

Hockey 

WOHSN'S INTERNATIONAL (Caps 
Towi^- Grasl Brttsin 1. USA 0 labamtoned 
SBfnin. bad nght). 


Squash 


OKT-IKN WORLD OPNN (NicOfia): 
S aeewd remd i l a w Miar Khew (Pak) Bt M 
Zaman sul (Pak) iS-3. 15-6. IS-i: B 
Parte iBng) R Z Jahan Khan (Pafc) 1S4. 
M-ir. 15-6. 15-6, S ■apwe (Fin) Bl P 
Mesi iScoQ 1V1S. 17-1& 15-7. 15-8: A 
M (Auai bt 4 Nicolle (Eng) 16-7. 15-3, 
154: A W (Aua) R 4 Nleana (Eng) 15-7, 
154, IS-KCRovriandlAMtobtC Van oar 
WOPi ($A) 15-12, 1S-1Z 9-1& 1S-S; H 
Ctei gMg (Eng) tt B Uarw (Aua) 9-iS. 
15-11. 17-T8. 15-13; D l lwito (Eng) M P 
Johnoan (Engl ts-ft l5-«. 15 -S; R Bgttn 
(Aua) Bt T HonOa (Eirg) 16^. 7-1S. 15-lA 

euriiN weiHBP* ORAND piax i»SGO- 
eJa)- Seeewd romA H MwSw (AUB) bt V 
Cardwell (Aus) 94. 6-3. g-o. b WMght 
(Eng) bl s uatfie IScoQ b-t. g-i. »-i; S 
Hayner (Eng) b) SSchona (Sar) ^1.4-6, 
9-6. 9-2 C Jastawaa (En^ bl j Marbn 
(Eng) 94. 5-a, 9-3, 6-6, L Intog lAuN M 
M Bail (Audi 104. 9-7. S-i; e Owaiw 
(Aua) bt R Caooof (ausi 14 , ^10, 94. 
^ S P lte O e rHd lAiia) M R Uaerae 
9-3. 9-7. 0^ P O eevee (Eng) bl C 
Niletl ISA) B-9. 94 94. 0-4. 


Fixtures 


(7 JO unlosa etaicd) 

Soccer 

PONTINS LEAWSt FIrot PMolOiil 8oU 
tow V LivarpMi |7J}- woai Brocn v SUka 
(7.0) 

LRAOUE OF IHSLAIOfe PrawdH’ Dtv- 
lalanr Dundalk v Oelway Uid (746) 

Rugby Union 

CLVSk Ttmy UU v A&aravon (7 J). 

Rugl^ League 

AUlANCPi Caabaiard v SaBord. Dews- 
bury V Oidhun. Hull v Warrhigim Lecdi v 
BtaiSord: St Helens V Wigan HraoHaMoK 
Y WWnee; Keighley v SheWIold: Leigh v 
FsilheraloilD. Seemdr Blackpool v 
HunsItC (toddersHald v Reehdale. 

Cricket 

TOUR HATCH (Nrsi day o( tour): TChiw 
h erleg i Beuth Africa A v England l8Xlam). 


• seen Oral tound iwnae a am and a 
hraak down betote rallying 10 Beal too un- 
seeded Amy Fraalor 24, 64, 6-S hi ihe 
Advanu Clwmpignehies in PhUedelphia. 
69al, tip seed Bur ployino enh> her seeend 
match iinca eihmlng Ow US Open in 
SepteraBer. won vie Aral two gomiia bui 
tael the nakl att and hod her Sarve broken 
In (he third. iKih and aevcnpi. 


Patriek Glonn and Ian Roas 


E verton are consid- 
ering going to the 
European Court of 
Hunum Rl^ts after 
the rejection yesterday of 
Duncan Ferguson’s appeal 
against a l2-match 
snspension. 

The former Rangers 
player is currently serving 
a three-month sentence in 
prison for butt 
ing the Raitb defender 
John MeStay and, assum- 
ing remission fbr good be- 
haviour. is likely to be 
released on November 24. 
But the independent disci- 
plinary appeals tribanal 
which met in Glasgow de- 
cided that he shonld see out 
the remaining 11 matches 
of his ban. 

Bverton's secretary 
Michael Dunford said: '*We 
could appeal to Beth bat the 
uuMihft od is that we will 
now seriously consider go- 
ing to the European Court 
of Wnman Ughts. We are 
very disappointed, very up- 
set. The lad will have spent 
six weeks in prison and will 
then be told he cannot pldc 
np the threads of his career 
imHl mid-January. In our 
opinion that is ridiculous 
and unjust** 

The club's chairman 
Peter Johnson said: “Even 
mufsers don't get punished 


twice. I am bitterly 

dLsappointed.'* 

Ferguson, with RnnKi'ts 
at the time of the Incident, 
sat out one game in the 
week after the sentence 
was imposed In April 1994 
before lodging his apptwi. 
His hearing was postponed 
sevmal times as the court 
case against hint was de- 
lay^ for vikrious reasons. 

Testerday's tribunal, 
comprising the Liberal- 
Democrat MP Menzies 
Campbell QC. the Scottisli 
FA president Bill Dickie 
and the Scottish PFA repre- 
sentative Desmond Farrell, 
voted 2>2 it is underetood 
Farrell was the minority — 
to uphold the suspension, 
which b^ns immediately. 

The 8PFA secretary Tony 
Hlggin.B. disappointed that 
the baa was not at lea.st 
backdated to run concur- 
rently with his custodial 
sentence, confirmed that, 
so fiar as Uefo. the SFA and 
the FA were concerned, tlir 
matter was closed. "Any 
fiirther action on the plac- 
er's behalf would have to be 
decld^ by Everton Foot- 
ball Club, who 6U« his em- 
ployers," said Higgins. 

Barring that, the striker 
will miss 10 Premiership 
games and the FA Cup third- 
round tie. He will m*xt be 
a\'allable for senior action 
on January 13 when Ever- 
ton play host to Chelsea. 


BatUeof egos 
at the Bridge 


Martin Thorpe on 

the power struggle 
for Chelsea’s chair 

L ooked at one way it is 
about the young pre- 
tender trying to oust the 
old emperor. Looked at an- 
other way it is about the 
young egotist trying to oust 
the old egotist. After months 
of simmering, the fight for 
who controls Chelsea has 
finally come to the boil. 

On- one side stands Ken 
Bates, tile di^sied and prickly 
63-ymtocld chairman of Chel- 
sea, not rich in his own ri^t 
but a man with tiie wei^t of 
98 per cent tiw club’s 

chai-ag h chtori hiTW . 

On tile otiter side stands the 
hi^splrfted Chelsea director 
Matthew Harding, 41 and 
loaded: the 89th richest per- 
son in Britain with a personal 
fortune of £125 million. Bates 
runs Chelsea, Harding wants 
to. Bates needs Harding’s 
money and Harding knows ft. 
Mix the two tether and ooait 
fortiiee^q^ion. 

This w^ it has (xime, witii 
the two combustible men 
throwing insults at each 
other wttb a bitchiness that 
would have impressed Coro- 
nation Street surlylwrUers. 

Harding is "CofeUy unfit to 
be chairman of fnn ^haii 
riub,” sniped Bates. 

"I am dismayed at tiie way 
tile club’s name is being 
draped down by Ken Bates's 
recent comments,” replied 
Harding. 

And yesterday came Hai> 
ding’s first public declaration 
of what many had felt for a 
long Hirifl ooas Jus aim afl 
along; ‘T am now happy to 
c onfirm tibat 1 would cei> 
talnly be pr^iared to be riiaii> 
man if it was considered to be 
in the beat interest of foe 
club.” 

Bates must have feared, 
when be invfted Wartimg to 
invest money in tiie dub two 
years ago, that the new ; 
arrival would be tiie cuAoo 


in the nest. But he needed 
Harding's money. £lu million 
of which has since gone 
toward ground redevelop- 
ment and players and another 
£16.5 million to secure Stmv 
ford Bridge's future by buy- 
ing the site frxun the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

At first Harding played the 
game of pretending th.it his 
real obje^ve was not ulti- 
mate power, even though 
everybody expected it was 
But his carefully placed com- 
ments betno’ed him: "The 
last 20 years I.at Chelseal have 
been an unmitigated embar- 
rassment” and "The best 
chairmen are seen and not 
heard”. And in a hint that he 
was not prepared to rontinue 
putting in money without be- 
coming chairman: ‘"niere has 
to be a time when Fve got to 
say, ‘How many' times do I go 
to ti» weU, for what?* " 

And now be has broken 
cover. 

The problem for Bates is 
that be still needs Harding's 
money — to turn the team 
into Glenn Hoddle's ideal and 
to develop the ground furtlier. 

But Bates is a stubborn 
man. In 13 years at the helm 
be has seen off many intrud- 
ers, most femoualy the prop- 
erty developers who want^ 
to turn the ^idge into luxury 
flats. He Is not going any- 
where. And If he lias to wave 
goodbye to Harding’s cash he 
is pig-headed enough to try to 
get by without it 

The crucial fector in resolv- 
ing this stand-off could be 
tum the fens react. They ad- 
mire Bates for saving foe 
ground, but they do not love 
him. They want money ^ent 
on the team and Hswding has 
it Unlike Bates. Harding is a 
lifelang Chelsea fan who 
carefi^ cultirated an image 
of being one of the lads by 
drinking in foeir pub before 
games. 

So if the fans turn on Bates 
tt will be interesting to see 
how he reacts. There again, it 
will probably just make him 
more determined not to give 
in. 


Ihce homing 
on Arsenal 


RuoMBThonmu 


hngiisii homeconiini 
Arsenal after fbur u 
months in Italy 
Internazionale. 

Several Italian r 
claimed that a b 
£6.5 mlllioQ ar id £7 ] 
had already been set 
Arsenal for the mid 
but there was no co 
tion fimn Inter, wh 
been plannii^ to use a 
fee to buy a forward 
tonight's Italian tr 
deadline. 

Glenn Hbddle, Ch 
m a n a^r, is on the v 
his latest signing 1 
agreed a fee. believet 
£1.5 miUlOQ, for Man 

City’s Republic of Irela 

back Terry Phelan. T1 
cussed persomd terms 
don last night 

Leeds hope today to 
Tomas BroUn's agreei 
his projected £4 millio 
to Elland Road and the 
Ise foe fee with his 
club, Parma. The Swei 
temational forward ] 
passed a med 
«eds and is currei 



Case . . . neck injury scare 

Stockholm discussing the 
move with his father. 

, Two other Swedish interua* 
tionals ha\>e been tite subject 
of transfer folks. Sheffield 
Wednesday have rejected an 
£500,000 c^er from the Italian 
club Bari for Klas ingesson. 
and Birmingham are fofcins 
the forward Dan Sahnlau on a 
month's loan: If ho inipresses. 
Hanunorby IF say will 
sell him for around £GOO.uoo. 

Brighton were relieved last 
night to find tint Jimmy 
Case, .It 41 the longue's oldest 
outfield player, did not suffer 
a serious neck Injury when ho 
fell awkwardly and lay mo- 
ti^ess in a reserve gome 
with Arsmal at the Goldstone 
Ground. Case. Brighton's 
player-cQoch, was taken to 
ho^ita! where a neck tqirnln 
was diagnosed. 




I 
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iTl^ricket 

A 

(a wrong ’un 


Edward Harris 
inlCtnbartay 




Bdttle ofej 
at the Biid} 

Wjirti.;! rftcujt! 


[NGLAND, buUding 
tbeznselves up for an 
orcteal by pace bowl* 
ling in South Afilca 
this winter, will today en- 
CTiinter tto republic's latest 
discoTery: a purveyor of the 

>.liinawifln 

faul Adams is an 18-year- 
old Cape Coloured who has 
jdayed <me B-level match and 
one nrst'Class match but 
tabes the field here fbr South 
Africa A, Cngiand*R oppo- 
nents oveT the nest tbuT days. 

South Africa, where good 
slow bowlers are as rare as 
rhino horn, hc^ diet Adams 
will have as dramatic an tf- 
fect on their cridEet as Shane 
Wame has had in Australia. 

Adams is the left-arm 
equivalent of a l^-epbuer. 
He bowls all varieties cf wrist 
spin including frlw r^hlnainan , 
and his stock ball is the leA- 
arm goo^y which spins away 
fit>m the right-handed bats- 
man. has come from no- 
where to take on the Lions," 
was how Peter Pollock, con- 
vener of setectcsrs. put It when 
he announced that Arfawia 
would be playing here. 

So instead of preparing 
themselves to dodge and duck 
balls flying about their ears, 
Bngfand's batsmen wQl have 
to unravel the mysteries of a 
teenager who co n t o rt s him- 
self into an astouibhing shape 
to propel the balL 
Last weekend Adams made 
his first-class debut at Centu- 
rion Park, Prett^ — venue 
Cm- the first Test — and de- 
stroyed Transvaal with six 
for 101 in their second tn- 
nlDe». ^ving him e^t wick- 
ets in the match. 

ffia captain John Commins, 
who also leads the A side 
foday, said:. "He was finding 
q>ln on a pitch on the first 
day when the other slow 
bowlers could not find any 
until the fourth. He turns it 
on anything and ww drop file 
ball riiht on file spot Ihere 
are only two good spinners in 
the gfi initr y awri if Adams 
peribnn at thi* level against 
gngiMTiii the sky is the limit" 
England are wn jiftrtTirhwt 


by the t^ipositian and by the 
pitches, mainly dow. that 
have been provided fbr fiieir 
Test build-up. Ihe captain 
Mike Atherton ai^es that 
English players can adapt to 
alxnost anyfiiing after a cou- 
ple of summers playing on 
pitches from Chester-le-Street 
toThfiOvaL 

He said: '*This is the best 
start to a tour that I have 
been on. We are winning, the 
lads have found their feet and 
file group has gelled. We have 
a pretty good idea of what the 
Test side will be but we just 
have a couple ot pieces to put 
into file jigsaw." 

Those pieces are Robin 
Smith and Devon Malcolm, 
who have to perform here or 
risk missing out on the start 
of a five-Test series that once 
it begins, is so concentrated 
that it leaves precious few op- 
portunities- for those out of 
the side. 

Yesterday afternoon the 
players completed their 
rou^ of township duties by 
opening another pavilion, 
this time fbr the Yorkshire 
cricket club — so r\amaA be- 
cause the fmmer Yorkshire 
wicketkeeper David Bairstow 
once visited here and ran a 
oosching clinic. 

• England A watnfaiiwaH a 
100 per cent start to tour 
at Pakistan with a comfort- 
able six-wicket win over a 
Conbined S in Karachi 

The opener Hick ^"^6^ 
steered England to their 
victory target of 116 wifii an 
undefeated 71, receiving solid 
support from Yorkshire's 
Anthony McGrath in an 
unbroken fiflh-wi^et stand 
of 60. 

Earlier the r.nmhTTifla XTs 
Mohammad >i«rf car- 

ried his hat for 121 . 

• nie New pacemen 

Chris Cairns and Dion Nash 
captured three wickets for 
eight nms between fb«»m to 
undermine India on a rain- 
interrupted first day of the 
fiiird and final Test in Cut- 
tack yesterday. Calms struck 
twice as TwHia »tnmp«w 1 frnrn 
69 without loss to 77 for three 
in the morning. 

Rain wiped out ttie second 
session but Twdfa reached 120 
for three by the dnee. 


In the mood... Devon Malcolm wemiB up fin* today’s match, watched by Angus Ftaser pHcnTxsMP%t(»*HM«cHADiM^ 


SPORTS NEWS 15 

Sport in brief 


Samoa win marred 
by high-tackle row 

WESTERN SAMOA were forced to defend some ovei^exuberant 
tackling after they had opened their rugby union tour of Scot- 
land and England with a 35-22 victory against Edinburgh 
yesterday, loriies Gordon Ziyle. The World Cup ouartep. fin.<»M«tft 
came under attack from file opposing captain Ally Donaldson 
and coach Ian Barnes when the wing Duncan Macrae was 

forced to retire afisx a hi^ challm^ by foe foii-back Veil Patu 

in the dosing momeits. 

Bames said, T thinkPatu should have been sent off," and 
Donaldson added: "The ref said if he had known who it was he 
wouldbav8beenaBlItwasac(^K}ut:Ito1d him who It was.” 
Patu, Who scored three tries, is fortunate not to be going before 
a disciptinary panel 

The Samo^'manager Bryan williams said; "Our guys 
dcmt back off a tackle but the intent sometimes looks worse 
than it is." 

The fiawnawa trailed 0-10 but although Edinburgh domi- 
nated the set phases they were undcme by their inability to close 
down the tourists’ powmui backs guiekly enough. 


Best win for Chaloner 

MARK CHALONER, a lasbminute addition fo England’s squash 
squad for the world team championships next wedc In Cal]^ 
produ^ the most important victocy of his career yestaiiay in 
reaching the quarta>finals of tbs World Open by beating the 
fourfo awdcd BrettMartin. lorftes Rtehorri Jbgo in Nlieoste. 

The 23-year-old from Hertfordshire, a replacement for Peter 
MarsVtan, whftiftgirfferfngfrom chnaiki fatigue syndmwip trt. 

unqdied ^15, 15-U, 17-16, 15-l3agatost a pliqKr vrtio reached the 

ft Htt^ ftparw ArolTaigt yaar- 


France and NZ take prizes 

RUSSEU* COGITS of New Zealand and Isobel Autissier of 
FTazrce were named lYRU-Speny Top-Sider World Sailors oTthe 
Veer in Hamburg yestaday, urices Fisher. They were chosm 

voters from more than ^ countries. 

Coutts, an Olyiniuc gold medal winner in 19B4, was Skipper of 
New Eealanifs Blra Magic, 5-0 winner of the America’s Cup, and 
Autissier is the fhst wnnan to win a leg of the BOC sin^han^ 
race round file world: die took the first, from Charleston to 
Tcrwn, 1,200 nautical miles ahead ofthe next competitor. 


Britain thwarted by bad light 

Great foilam’s wcsnen's horicey internatkxial against the United 
States in Cape Town yesterday had to be abandoned 15 minutes 
from time because bad light, writes Pat Rowl^. Britain kd l-O 

tfwftM gh » aftn Awtontfr Aim .Tano RtvqnT th. 


White hits top mark twice 

JIMMY WHTiB made two breaks of 147 in an ^bibltion SDOdcer 
match against Jdin Virgo at the DeMontfort Hall Leicester, 
lorhesChDe EucrZoR.lt is the first time two maxlmuxns have been 
made in file same evening and in a subsequent frame White took 
bladES wifii his first 12 reds. 


Sampson cleared by video 

DEAN SAMPSON, CasOeford’s En^and rugby league prop, has 
been deared by file RFL after betog put on report during his side's 
37-6 home drifeat by London on Sunday. Ife was singled out fcy the 
nfoee aSm an inddent mvolving fite fottncos' winger M^k 
Rfieybutwasdeared after leegueofiknalswatcfaeda video. 


Neale eyes SA pace pair 


MCC to consider imposing 
ban on ‘catch-all’ gloves 


Taylor faces his most daunting test 


Peter Maaen 


A BAN on baseball-style 
wicketkeepijig ^oves is 
likely to be considered by the 
MCC this month, amid grow- 
ing concern that the idiot- 
proof gloves are ruining the 
stumper's art 

Proposals for a ban on 
"catch-all'' webbing between 
the thumb and index finger of 
the gloves have already been 
approved by the International 
■ Cricket Council and are ex- 
: pected to be discussed by the 
MCC's crlclmt committee on 
'^1 November 28. 

**- As a ban would require a 
change to the laws of the 
game, the proposals would 
have to be put to a vote at the 
- MCC’s annual general meet- 
ingnextMay. 

John Jameson, assistant 
secretary to the cricket com- 
mittee, said foe changes were 
being put forward because ad- 
ministrators believed gloves 
with big catching areas were 


giving wicketkeepers an un- 
fair advantage. 

"Barically they dzm*t want 
anyone to be wearing baseball 
gloves.” be said. 'The idea is 
to phase large webbing out of 
first-class cricket over one 
year and out of club cricket 
over three." 

An ICC spokesman said 
fiiat a ban was fevoured by 
most Test-playing nations. 
"We discussed it at our July 
meeting and a number of 
countries were concerned 
that webb^ was becoming 
an arthlcial aid," he said. 
"We brieve the issue needs to 
be addressed.” 

Jack Russell, the 
wicketkeeper, uses gloves 
with only wiiniiiMiT webbing to 
protect his thumbs and would 
like to see baseball-mitt 
^oves "taken totally out of 
the game". 

Opposition to a ban will 
come from manufacturers 
alan^ at having to redteign 
their gloves to conform to 
new laws. 


David Hopps on a potentially volatile series between Australia 
and Pakistan which began at Brisbane’s Gabba earlier today 


alve si edging, without sup- 
pressing the aggressive 


M ars taylor has 

already won respect 
as a sn ccesa R d Aue- 
tralia cq^tain. V he man- 
ages to keep foe peace over 
the next mouth in a poten- 
tially volatile Test series 
agahist Pakistan, there win 
be good cause to call him a 
greatone. 

Bribery charges levelled 
by three Australians 
against the former 'Paki- 
stan fiaWiM Malifc 

who has since been 
restored to foeride after an 
internal inquiry acquitted 
have ensured 

three-Test series win, at 
best, take place in an atmo- 
sphere of underlying 
tension. 

Since assuming the Aus- 
tralia captaincy from Allan 
Border, Taylor has curbed 
his side’s tendency to exces- 


edge that lies at the heart of 
tbMr success. 

For aH the diplomatic 
build-up to the first Test, 
which got under way here 
today, keeping tempers in 
check agal:^ Pakistan rep- 
resents the gr eate s t test of 
Ikylor’s career. 

"It’s not been an ideal 
sUnaitum, with regard to 
the SaTtifi MnTifc sitnation.’* 
he admitted, "but I hope 
that things are settling 
down. 

"We all feel let down by 
the ICCs nnwflHngness to 
become involved, but tt is 
out of our bands. Such met- 1 
tecs must be dealt with by 
the powers that be as they 
see fit. We have to get on 1 
with playing cricks** 1 

Bobby Mw»r«»Ti, Au^stra- 1 


Ha’s coaiJi, called a truce 
is the affair. ’’That’s 
the end of it. We Just 
want to j^ay cricket,” he 
said yestmrday. 

Shane Warne was due to 
confront Malik at The 
Gabba for the first time 

■iTMM* th» anagnrHnma ♦liiit f 

the Pakistani oCTered bribes 
to Wame and his Australia 
tsato-mates Tbn May and 
Mark Waugh to under- 
perform on last year’s tour 
of Pakistan. 

Wame has required 
counselling from within 
the Australia set-np to 
rest o re his morale after his 
initial shock at Malik’s 
s^ectian. 

"Shane was feeling on 
edge two weeks ago, but 
foat is past him now,” said 
Sfmpstei. "He’s had a lot of 
advice, and ae- 


Bistence and I firinfc he Just 
wants to get out fiiere and 
do it with the ban.” 

MalU c has flirtfaer stirred 
the controversy by suggest- 
ing that Wame’s leg«pin 
caused him no problems in 
Pakistan last winter. Al- 
though Wame took 15 
wickets In the three-Test 
series, he foiled to 
Malik, whose 557 runs 
made a massive contribu- 
tion to Pakistan’s 1-0 series 

victory. 

Coosideiing the upheav- 
als of the pari year, Paki- 
stan's players bscve looited 
remarkably relaxed and ap- 
proachable In recent days. 

If mneb depends upon 
Taylor, the same can be 
said of Lancashire’s Wastau 
Akram, Pakistan’s fifth 
captain this year, and a 
man vfooee abOity to taidge 
two vastly diflfen mt cul- 
tures has never been more 
sorely needed. 
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PHIL NBAI£, Warwkkdiire'S director of cridcet coaching; is 
extending his search for an overseas reidacanentfcr Brian Lara 

Afrinw wTw»rAfTw>pap»nriiwi Rr^ jMiuHzMid Shmm 
T^TlfirWar«*<hfMightfnhp*argi»t< Wnttm ^Minghir p.TnMtniiP hilp , 

have signed fim 27-yemnto allrouzMlGr Chris Tolley, fhniieriy 
witti WcrcestERhiie, on a two-yoBT ccntzact 


Kawashima keeps his title 

HIROSHI KAWASRIMA of Japan retained the Worid Boxing 
Couzxdlsuperflyweigbt title in Tokyo when he stot^ied Boy 
Anumifl n dcmestemfimthlrdround. The referee st^>p^ in after 
Aruan bed been flooced fiirse times in file round. 


‘Loser’ Price still in the money 

NICE PRICE, last year's Open and USFGA champion, has zxit 
woD a golf tooinament fills year but is stffl coomuDdiDg he&y 
appearance moQey.urrZzesJIficftaelBrtenfrt Robot His first 
apporance in the 24th Hassan Tti^hy. which starts to^ and is 
worflii80JX»toflmwtoBMr,feiep(]trtedlyeiHtingMnrm»’agnlf. 
liwlngknigS25D,OOO.EingB8Ssanhasalso undertaken to siqqdy 
foelfte the personaljri fiiat flew Price and his femily from their 
Florida boiw, phis accommodattcaifortwo tnlots atFrice’sbedc 
and call during a hfdiday in Zimbabwe and South Africa. 


French test next for Adams 

MICHAELADAMSplays France's chess So. IJo^Lautierfois 
afternoon in the fourth andfinal leg Ofthe hxtel World GraniPrix 
In Paris, wrttesLeonardBardai. The 24-yeapoki Comishman 
wcm 11m Lcxidon Grazri Frfr in Sepfembs' azid Is seeded in the 
opposite half of the dr a w from Ga^Kasparov.ooecf three 
players abeed of the Briton in the race fbr tbe grand prhE crown. 
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Easy rider heads for Spain, page 13 

Thursday Novembt'r ?» )99f» 

Ferguson appeal turned down, page 14 
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1 THE RUGBY REVOLUTION > 



Twickenham blueprint calls for Rve 
Nations Championship to move to 
May but, with teievision revenue at 
stake, France may lead objectors 


Robert Armstrong on radical plans 
for the future of the game in Europe 

Grounds for change . . . once-consery ati ve Twickenham 


England strikes out alone 


E ngland issetfbr 

an historic show- 
down with France, 
Wales, Scotland 
and ^land over 
fhe fiztare of the Five Nations 
Championship. 

Yesterday Tony HaQett. the 
Rugt^ Football Union secre- 
tary, defended his union's 
plan to hdd the game's oldest 
tournament in May nmice 
a potential £100 million from 
the sale of the television 
ri^ts. But he admitted the 
need for hard bai^iining with 
the other unions to maka the 
idea a reality. 

Hallett led the presentation 
or a special report cm profes- 
Bionalian by foe RFQ’s cam- 
mission at TNrickenham that 
will serve as a Muquint for 
the long-term future of 
Kw glish rugby. The most con- 
troversial of the conunis- 
simi’s pngxisals, the shifting 
of foe Five Nations from its 
dates in January, February 
and March, is lik^ to be op- 
posed by the players, who 
with foe four otbOT unions 
have not yet been consulted. 

The greatest obstacle to 
hniHing the cbampionfoip on 
successive Saturdays and 
Sundays in May is lik^ to be 
France,' which has a long- 


fi tanding ^reement with TV 
to hold its national champion- 
ship flnaift In May. “God 
knows what the Frmicib will 
thin If about this,’* the chair- 
man of the'llFU’s executive. 
John Jeavons-Fellows, said 
with a “Perhaps all the 

iiTiifina will tell us tO bUggBT 

off." 

Jeavons-Fellows, one of 
England's representatives on 
the Five Nations committee, 
irtuch next meets on Deeemr 
her 12, will play a crucial part 
in the RFlTs attm^ to per- 
suade its competitive part- 
ners that such a radical 
phanpp la in tiieir interest 

There are serious It^lsticai 
reasons to reject a plan that 
has been assiduously pro- 
moted by 'TV executives in 
the belief that it will isoduce 
higher prime-time ratings. 
First, overseas tours by 
national squads in May/ June 
would be out of foe question; 
second, it would be impracti- 
cable fcr British and Irish, 
players to participate in 
Lions tours or the World Cup 
(whenever it is held in foie 
southern hemisphere) di- 
rectly after the champion- 
ship; foiid, many British pro- 
fessionals will soon be 
playing summer rugby in 


New Zealand and South 
Africa. 

Hallett amoedfld that foe 
physical HAmandg foat Euro- 
pean league and cup omupeti- 
tion would place on interna- 
tional players would be 
considerable. But Don Ruth- 
erford, RFU*s technical di- 


reebar, said countries would 
use a squad of say S to 30 
players to international tour^ 
naments, just as in the World 
(}up. 

If the RFU hopes to achieve 
consensus over its plan 
among foe five nations It will 
have quickly to revise its poi- 


Blueprint for change 
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five test series 
stiirts IG November 
ends 6 jcmuary 


get if^stalted rraw at your loc^ electrical retailer and 
ceJedfate England's historic return to Soutii Africa 


vvhen you siJascribe to afi sky chariiels for 12 nxinte 

offer closes IS november 


icy <X ^iwimtng the lion's 
share of the TV revenue on 
the contentious ground foat 
command rat- 
ings. By 1S98, the earliest y^ 
the tomat eoold be 
troduced, TV ri^ts to the 
toomament win be worth 
well over £100 mfllion, a sum 
foat Plight persuade all foe 
unions to join the gravy train. 

Nevertheless the ecdlective 
response of foe play^. who 
are forming a Ra^iy Union 
Players' Associati^ could 
pmio* or break the RF0*s 
blueprint, which also envis- 
ages Fn^sh (dobs participsi' 
ing in Continental competi- 
tion next autmiin. 

The players wiH have to 
consider an RFU plan to 
restrict them to one agent 
ABPh, which may prove diffi- 
cult given that different 

agmits perform ditonnt fonc- 
tions such as marketing, 
transfers and news-media 
work. Twickenham is de- 
manding that each player’s 
agent be re^stered with and 
approved by foe RFU and foat 
no agent shall represent more 

than nna ninh a Condition 

that might constitute 
restraint of trade. 

More controveisfal is foe 
commission's proposal Oat a 
fee of £100 should be the maxi- 
mum transto paymmit to a 
player not contracted to his 
club. Players will receive no 
part of a transto fee, a recipe 
perhaps to foe letom of in- 
ducements under foe 

Transtos would be regu- 
lated by a new RFU body 
known as Twickenham Ser- 
vices, which would be set up 
with a fhll-time office at an 
estimated cost of £250,000. 

None cf the commissioB's 
proposals can take effect be- 
fore a pp r o v al by a special gen- 
eral meeting of RFU rqaesen- 
UtUves at Twickenham due to 
be held before tbs new year. 
Meanwhile^ Five Natioos com- 
mittee rooms are likely to be 
thick with the smoke of 
con^iratorial discussion. 



He’s not what 
you would call a 
violent person, 
he says, at least 
not all the time. 
It^ just if 
anyone causes 
him grief, he 
flips. "And 
when I flip, I 
really flip. 1 just 
lose my rag.” 

He shrags his 
shoulders, 
baffled by his 
bum behaviour. 
"I just turn into 
a mental 
person and 
start beating 
them up.” 

Ga 
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FRAN COTTON (former 
Lions prop): ^Iss^g the 
Five Nations in May would 
be Incredibly tough on the 
players. To play through 25 
or 30 weeks of intensive 
eofmpetxtioii — domestic 
leagues, European leagues, 
cup games — than, four 
in 

succession. Saturday, 
Saturday, Saturday, 
Saturday. No. Bloody heU, 
that’s too much. They play 
too much already. An ^rU 
competition would make 
far more sense,** 




VERNON PUGH (chairman 
of the Welsh Rugl^ Union): 
*^e have already agreed to 
move the Five Nations 
Championship back a 
couple of weeks but there 
are dangm in holding it In 
May, not least the 
lOmliiiood of player fotigne 
and a clash with the FA Cup 
final- England have Set OUt 
an agenda which suits them 
but there will have to be 
compromise along the 
way.” 


PETER .WHEELER 

(Leicester president and 
former En^and eaptatn); 
**Tlie danger is tiiat some 
dote will be left behind. We 
have been asked to go ftom 
noi^t to G 0 n 4 >h in three 
seconds and that is difficult. 
More clubs will have to pay 
administrators.” 


Twickers goes 
marching to a 
different tune 



O NE GAME — but 
now two different 
hearts are beating, 
and two sets of legs 
are marching to a totally dif- 
ferent drum. 

It is time to Join the real 
world, says Twickenham. If 
so. ^ vast majority (tf its le- 
gion of rugby men mid teams 
want to stop the world and get 
dS. are perfectly happy 

wifo their old world, thank 
you very much. 

The ldU*s revolutionary 
declaration sounds eatach's- 
mie. But at most It will affect 
20 per cent of the rugby-play- 
ing fraternity. The hu^ core 
of the game, just as their gran- 
dads did, will continue to en- 
joy their Jody &tur^ after- 
noon head-banging around 
their ptovinci^ paddocks, 
and vrill continue to sup their 
fraternal ale and sing silly and 
singular songs in the cosy 
clubhouses of England. 

And as they do so, once the 
novelty has fost worn off 1 
dare say they will scarcely 
throw a ^azice at any satellite 
television screen flickering 
hi^ in the comer of fhe bv as 
the replays are interminably 
rerun of foat week’s try-a-min- 
ute series of ^bal games 
played between foeir highly 
paid and highly trained 
brofoers F^tesenting XVs of 
unreal regions bearing names 
made up and day-^o colours 
matched and mixed by televi- 
si<» mx^uls’ marfeeti^men. 

Who cares a hoot about 
these smartarse slickers — 80 
long as the real game goes on 
oblivions to tiim? 

O NE game, two hearts 
...and to sure foe 
convivial rugger 
men of England will 
give notafigtofhem, and 
soon enon^ will turn off their 
product and turn ba^ to real 
life and slap good comrades on 
the back and say: "(Soodgame 
today, lads, whose turn next 
for foe kitty?” 

Yesterday's news would be 
excellent if it meant Twicken- 
ham’s obsession wifo its tiny 
elite would stop it tinkering 
with real rugby’s soul and 
qnrit and tradition. Tbehi^ 
E^orzty, likncy, would 
readily vote to a return to the 


good oT 23-vard line, kickuig 
to touch. foe3-2-3 scrum. ;md 
a half-time long enough to 
sinka pint and get through 
half a Senior Service. 

By gorgeous fluke — as won- 
drous ns the one by which the 
Paris decision on RU's ram- 
pant profossional ism w>ts 
made on .August 28. proci^Iy 
a centur>' to foe eve ofRI-’s 

original breakaway — this 

very morning is republished. 
35 years since its happy birtli. 
Michael Green's chassic Art of 
Co.'irse Rugbj'fRobsson, £6.%>) 
which evokes the days wlwn 
ever)* club goalpost in tlu‘ land 
was covered in scorch-marks 
where players waiting for a 
conversion had quick drags 
and stubbed out their ciga- 
rettes. (ireen recalls the time 
Tomui>‘ Gray, the gnmd 
Northampton and Scafland 
full-back, w.'is sent off at 
Franklins Gardens for.*isking 
thereffor.vli^t. 

The dt«p roots of rugby, 
with luck, can now revert to 
such sacr^y held strictures, 
andscriphUTK. 


W HATTwickenham 
did>*esterdny was 
tortestroyw.*m- 
ionly.*mdatn 

stroke a crucLnl p.vrt of a cul- 
ture and social fim of tlic Brit- 
ish sporting way of life. Make 
the most of these final fixtures 
—for soon off. off. off will be 
those truly beloved winter pil- 
grimages round the five 
nations to Dublin. Edinburgh. 
Paris. (Cardiff and London. 

The very lore and legend of 
rugby’s long (and usually, 
happ^*. lost) weekends have 
been wip^ brutally from the 
calendar. Thes* bad been a 
truly crucial flame that lU up 
foe Edoaming of the frosty cof- 
fin-days of winter. Dammit, 
friends and generations of 
fomilies built social struc- 
tures of good fellowship 
around these merry dances 
round foe five cities, each 
with foeir own customs: fer- 
ries booked: bed-and-break- 
fest; tiiermalson; scarves 
aTwiiiing; hipfinaUR primed; 
and see you same-time-same- 
place in two years’ time. 

Someone at Twickenham's 
nuts. WeU. nuts in May. The 
Five Nations in May? It is 
hard enough togeta hotel 
room in Dublin in January, 
and only because Yanks don’t 
know about rugby. Edinburg 
the same: once th e summer 
has b^tm. there won’t be 
room for rugby. 

Alas for that But for foe 
rest as Twickenham this 
morning heads its own sweet 
and monej^ path, the mas- 
sive majority of rugby won’t 
miss tiiem. Or probably not 
notice they’ve gone. 


Guardian Crossword No 20,494 

^ by Riifus 



9 An Insect’s metamorphosis 
is going on continuously (9) 

IQ Rear coaches (5) 

11 Dated and removed (4,3) 

12 Unscrupulous king to 
vanish when found out (7) 

13 Oid riiaracter will come 
quickly to the point (4) 


earth (5) 

27 Instruct England's opening 
pair before and after the 
match (B) 

Dow n 

1 Tribute prodded by the 
gallery for Inborn talent? 
(4.4,3.4) 


14 Female supporter at the 
match ( 10 ) 

16 Dream I'm going round with 
a fabulous girl (7) 

17 Mostjuetstarve without bad 

feeling (7) 


2 No chores undone in this 
vessel (9) 

a Bar in which poets may be 
found (S) 

4 Hesitated to have the key 
changed ( 8 ) 


19 Furious because someone 
stopped on your toe? (7,3) 
22 The last thing one might be 
taken tor (4) 


5 Bet an unusual task is given 
to journalist ( 6 ) 

e Vessel In which shipmates 
riot? (9) 


84 They may be responsible 
for reports from the front (7) 
2 S I'm holding a number said 
to be corrupt (7) 


7 Mounted horse, for 
example, gets a plate ( 8 ) 

8 Place to make one's name 
as a contractor ( 2 . 3 . 6 . 4 ) 



CnOSaWORD BOUmON 20,493 


16 Nothing to show this Is a 
political statement (9) 

17 It's passible a belief's been 
shaken (8) 

18 Government leader In Arab 
state made to leave home 
( 8 ) 

20 He wrote a letter m Greek 
to a Roman (6) 

21 He'd support a fuel cut (6) 
23 One wise man's got the 

picture (S) 
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